
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
d iscover the world's books while helpi ng authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/l 



REMAINS 



HISTORICAL & LITERARY 



CONNECTED WITH THE PALATINE COUNTIES OF 



LANCASTEE AND CHESTER, 



PUBLISHED BY 



THE CHETHAM SOCIETY 



• . :. • 



VOL. XXXVII. 



PRINTED FOR THE CHETHAM SOCIETY. 
M.DCCC.LVL 



271009 




COUNCIL FOR 1855-56. 

JAMES CR08BLET, Esq., F.SJk.. Prssidbmt. 

REY. RICHARD PARKINSON, D.D., F.8.A., Canon of Hanchsstbe and 

Principal of St. Bees College, Vice-Pbbsiobnt. 
WILLIAM BEAMONT. 

THE YERY REY. GEORaS HULL BOWERS, DJ>., Dbak OF Manchbstxb. 
REY. THOMAS CORSER, M.A., F.S.A. 
MATTHEW DAWES, F.&A.. F.G.a 
JOHN HARLAND, F.&A. 
EDWARD HAWKINS, F.R.S., F.S.A.. F.L.S. 
THOMAS HEYWOOD, F.aA. 
W. A- HULTON. 

REY. F. R. RAINES, M.A.. F.S.A. 
JOSEPH & YATES, F.aA. 
ARTHUR H. HEYWOOD, Tkbasxtrul 
WILLIAM LANOTON. Hon. Sbcrbtart. 




CHETHAM MISCELLANIES. 



YOLUME THE SECOND: 



CONTATNINO, 



THE RIGHTS AND JURISDICTION OF THE COUNTY PALATINE 
OF CHESTER, THE EARLS PALATINE, THE CHAMBERLAIN, 
AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

THE SCOTTISH FIELD. (A POEM ON THE BATTLE OF FLODDEN.) 

EXAJtfYNATYONS TOWCHEYNGE COKEYE MORE, TEMP. HEN. 
VIII. IN A DISPUTE BETWEEN THE LORDS OF THE MANORS 
OF MIDDLETON AND RADCLYFFE. 

A HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT CHAPEL OF DENTON, IN MAN- 
CHESTER PARISH. 

A LETTER FROM JOHN BRADSHAWE OF GRAY'S INN TO SIR 
PETER LEGH OF LYME. 



PRINTED FOR THE CHETHAM SOCIETY. 
M.DCCC.LVT, 




ADVERTISEMENT. 



In laying before the Members a Second volume of 
Miscellanies, the Council of the Chetham Society have 
the satisfaction of announcing that materials are already 
in preparation for a Third ; and they take this opportunity 
of inviting contributions from the Members and other per- 
sons interested in antiquarian pursuits. They may repeat 
what they have already expressed in the Advertisement to 
the First volume, that nothing which tends to throw light 
on the habits, customs, and institutions of our race can be 
uninteresting to those who make mankind their study. 
Thus old wills, letters, deeds, authentic examples of early 
heraldry, materials for elucidating topography, or family, 
county, and general history, examples of the progress of 
language and of the arts, may each and all find their ap- 
propriate place in these volumes. 



IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

Any persons desirous to further the objects which the 
Society propose in the publication of Miscellanies, are re- 
quested by the Council to entrust their contributions to the 
care of the Honorary Secretary, at the address of the Man- 
chester and Salford Bank. 

WILLIAM LANGTON, 

HOVOBABY BEOBSTABY. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 



Of the three great Palatinates of England that of Cheshire is the 
most ancient^ having existed as such from the time of William the 
Conqueror. Some writers^ indeed^ ascribe to it a much higher 
antiquity^ but it is evident that this claim cannot be supported, 
seeing that up to the Norman conquest the county of Chester 
was merely a component part of the Saxon kingdom of Mercia. 
Much uncertainty exists as to the titles, the powers, and the 
personal history of the rnlers of this kingdom; and of the Pa- 
latinate there remain no public records which bear date prior to 
the time of King Henry III., when it was annexed to the crown. 
The ancient earls of Chester exercised jurisdiction over the city 
and the whole county, and over Flint after the reduction of that 
eounty by the Norman earls. These petty sovereigns were not 
bound by the English acts of parliament, but held .their ovm 
parliaments, together with theii criminal and civil courts. They 
appointed judges and justices, pardoned criminals, and all vmts 
and indictments ran in their names; such high and otherwise 
unaccountable jurisdiction being judged necessary by reason of 
the proximity of the Welch marches, and the necessity of a 
vigorous resistance to the frequent inroads of the Ancient Britons. 
The inhabitants were tenants in chief to the earls, as the earls 
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. • • • 

• * *• • 

were to the*Wfig/and were bound to attend on the Sword of the 

• •• *• 
former-^ \^ Among the Saxon earls of Mercia (in which Cheshire 

was;ii3Lclj5fded) there was no hereditary descent, but William the 
XJpnqueror made a grant (a. d. 1070) to his kinsman Hugh 
.•••'/• Jiupus, son of the Viscount D'Ayranches, of the whole county of 
■•.*••' Cheshire, to hold to him and his heirs as freely by the Sword, as the 
king himself held England by the Crovon, In the British Museum 
there exists a Sword generally ascribed to this earl, of which an 
engraving is given by Lysons in the Magna Britannia.Q) The 
blade is 3 feet 4f inches in length, and is two-edged; the hilt of 
brass gilt, ornamented on each side with four panels of mother of 
pear], and containing in the pommel several concentric circles, the 
two innermost of which are ornamented with scrolls and foliage 
exquisitely designed and finished after an antique pattern. Im- 
mediately below the lult is the following inscription, Hugo Comes 
Cestri£.(^) An investiture with a Sword to which such high 
powers were attached, was a matter of paramount importance 
in the Palatinate, and constituted an sera from which events were 
frequently dated in a roll, called The Cheshire Domesday, not a 
portion of the Conqueror's great Domesday Book of England, but, 
according to Leycester, a roll *' antiently remaining among the 
records at Chester, but now (1673) lost and taken away/'(') So 

Q) Vol. iL part iL p. 461. 

O Mr. Ormerod, the very able hlstoriAn of Cheehire, doubts whether it may not 
haye been the sword of Hugh Kerelioo the fifth earl, and great-great-nephew of 
Lupus. See Veituta MoftumeniOf (vol. t.) where may be found a desmption of two 
other palatinate swords, belonging to Edward Y. when Prince of Wales. 

O HUtory and AnHquUies of Chethire^ (p. 220.) Much has been written and said 
as to the present existence of this yeiy important document, and some indiyiduals 
haye affirmed that they wore the fortunate possessors of the whole or large portions 
of the same. This is eyidently not so. But it is equally certain that there exist in 
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myiolate was the jurisdiction of the Palatinate courts that ELing 
Alfred is said to have put to death one of his Justices for passing 
sentence upon a malefactor who had committed an offence in a 
place where the king's writ did not pass. The ancient earls of 
Chester sometimes exercised the remarkable power of partially 
transferring their authority to others, who in their turn ti*ansferred 
the same to a second set of delegates. Of this a curious instance 
is recorded by Leycester (p. 141 et seq.) as having occurred at the 
beginning of the thirteenth century.(*) 

the library of the MarqniB of Westminster at Eaton, and in the College of Arms, 
large and aocnrate transcripts of detached parts. See Ormerod's Htstory of CheaMre^ 
Tol. i. p. xiiL et seq. 

0) "Earl Bandle was distressed by the Welsh and forced to retreat to the castle of 
Bothelent in Flintshire, where they besieged him. He presently sent to his constable 
of Cheshire, Boger Lacy, snmamed Hell for his fierce spirit, that he would come with 
all speed, and bring what forces he could towards his relief. Boger, haying gathered 
a tumultuous rout of fidlers, players, coblers, debauched persons, both men and 
women, out of the city of Chester (for 'twas then the fair-time in that city), marcheth 
immediately towards the earl. The Welsh, perceiving a great multitude coming, 
raised the siege and fled. The earl, coming back with his constable to Chester, gare 
him power over all the fidlers and shoemakers in Chester in reward and memory of 
this service. The constable retained to himself and his heirs the authority and dona- 
tion of the shoemakers, but conferred the authority of the fidlers and players on his 
steward, which was then Button of Button, whose heirs enjoy the same power and 
authority over the minstrelsy of Cheshire even to this day ; who, in memory hereof, 
keep a yearly court upon the feast of St. John Baptist at Chester, where all the 
minstrels of the county and city are to attend and play before the lord of Dutton," 
&c. 

Whether any formal document was executed by Boger Lacy is not known ; but 
John, the son of Boger, granted the following deed to Button, the original of which 
was remaining (says Leycester) "among the evidences of that family." From this 
deed it appears that the subjects of Hugh Button's government were a difibrent and 
a much more remarkable class than fiddlers and players : — 

** Sciant presentes et futuri quod ^o Johannes Constabularius Cestri®, dedi et con- 
oessi, et hAo present! charUk me& oonfirmavi Hugoni de Button et hsDredibus suis 
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THl mOHTS A Nil JURIS DICTION 



When King Heury III. took the earldom into his own Lands^ 
(as mentioned above^J he bestowed upon his eldest son the title of 
Earl of Chester. But a still higher dignity awaited the Palatinate ; 
for under the pressure of circumstances brought ou by hia own 
weakness and irresolution, Richard IL raised in Cheshire a stout 
body of bowmen whom be called his guards and in requital for 
their services he introduced an act of Parliaments^) by which the 
county was erected into a principality, the king himself taking the 
title of Prince of Chester, i}) But this title was dropped a few 
years after, on Henry IV. repealing the acts of that Parliamentj(3) 
and the county resumed its former rank and jurisdiction under a 
chamberlain, a special judge, two barons of the exchequer, three 
sergennts-at-law, a sheriff^ attorney, escheator. &c. [^) 

magistratum omninm Lc^-catorttm et Meretridum totiua Ceatersbu-UD liout liberius 
ilium magistratum teFtieo de oomtte. Sa-lvo juro meo &. heredibus mcb. Hiia t^etibufi 
HugoQ^ do Boidck/' &ii, Ac. 

(^} 2lBt Riclmrd TL cup, 9. 

One of the artiulcat of aaniBntion brougbt by Hiniry, Dule of lancaster, agaijiMt 
tbis imfortuQato prince waH^ that bp drew to bin^^lf a great number of mntefaclion 
Dui of the coutit;f of Chester j who, mai^cbing up and dowu the kingdom with the kin^, 
cmeUj beat and killed the Uegc», plundDred tb^ir goodi, &0*i kc* Thc&e men appear 
to harv ben?ti fldmitUkt to great fftmilinrity wiib Riehord ; and of this b ?peelmen it 
gLTen iti the mamitcHpt Ckromeie cf Kemiieorih. Th^are reproaeated as Addreasmg 
tho king m the following terms ;—" Djcon, slop Bicuij quila we wake, and dreda 
nongt qnfle we lyve ecfton \ ffor gif thou hadde^t weddet Perky n, dauber of Lye, thou 
mun well halde alone day with any man in Chester aehbiD inMbli/' 

This proTincift] discourse being turned into pure modern English mfty stand thus : — 
" Elehard, sleep eoundlj while we wat'Cb^ ftiid feur nothing whib we lie beaide thee. 
If thou hadst marrickl the daughter of Perkyn of Lye" (Sir Piers Legh of Lyme, noaf 
Mtiioclesfield, beheaded by the Duke of Lancaster) " thou mi^htest httTO kept hollo wn- 
tide with any man in Cheshire.'^ It h possible that lung Eiehard might haiV^ paid 
■omo ottcntions to this young lady, See Archaoh^a, toL 3ct, p, 68. 

(») 1st Henry IV, eap, 3. 

(*) Oundea'a SfitaHmw. 
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Henry VI 11, caused an act of Parlianieut to be pa^^aed, by whicli 
the Palatinate waa rendered subordinate to the crown of England ; 
but the separate jurisdiction was retained^ and the title of Earl 
continues to this day to be assumed by the eldest son of ench 
If igning monarch, associated with that of Prince of fVale/i, 

By statute of William IV, cap. 70, (a, d. 1830) the separate 

uHsdiction was finally abolished. The last appointment of ckarn^ 

erlain took place in the year 1827, when the patent was granted 

to the Earl of Stamford and Warrington. His death occurred 

A.n. 1845. The Imi Jmiices of the Chester circuit were Sergeants 

Warren and Jervis, who have also died aince the abolition of the 

^jpalatinate jurisdiction in 1830, 

^B In looking over the long list of Chamberlains we meet with few 
r names of much note until we arrive at the reign of Clueeu Eliza- 
beth. On her accession the appointment was given to Edward 
Earl of Derby, and he wa^ succeeded by the Queen's favourite, 
^I)udley Earl of Leicester. By the Chamberlains who preceded the 
^^Earl of Derby the Palatinate rights had been so loosely maintained, 
that the juridical functions became gradually usurped by the mayor 
I and aldermen of the Chester corporation, thus giving rise to a long 
and obstinate contention for the supremacy ^ as set forth in the 
manuscript now first published. 
I This manuscript is valuable, not only as expladning the nature of 
these rights, but as more fully exhibiting the character of a most 
distinguished member of the long and illustrious line of the Stanley 
family. 

Edward the third Earl of Debdy was weU qualified, from his 
md munificent bearing, to sustain the reputation of his great 
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ancestor Stanley^ who in Bosworth field placed the Euglisli crown 
upon tbe head of victorious Eichmond^ and was thereupon created 
the first earl of that name. The subject of our present memoir 
was bom a, d* 1508* Scarcely waa the young nobleman of age, 
when he was appointed to attend Cardinal Wolscy on an embas^ 
to the French king, Francis I., which had for its object the adjuBt- 
ment of several important affairs* He was also employed by 
Henry VIII. in the matter of Queen Catherine's divorce, and m 
his twenty-ninth year was dispatched by that monarch to the 
Norths where^ with such troops as he could on the occasion mus- 
ter in Lancashire and Cheshire, he contributed largely to put down 
the northern insurrection^ commonly called "The pilgrimage of 
grace/* On the aecession of King Edward VI* the earl was 
invested with the Grarter^ and afterwards assisted in estabHshing 
peace with the Scottish and French kings and the emperor of 
Germany. {') In the first year of Queen Mary^s reign be was 
nominated Lord High Steward of England^ and, on receiving in- 
timation of this appointment^ he set out &om his seat at Lathom^ 
in the county of Lancaster, to wait upon Her Majesty, attended 
by more than eighty esquires all clad in velvet, and two hundred 
and eighteen livery servants. On the ileath of Queen Mary he 
was held in the like high honour by Elizabeth, who granted to 
him by patent the oflfice of Chambcrlaiu of Chester for sU years, 

(}) He flUTfoticlefficl It) King Edward his familj mniiaioti in IjOndon colled 2)«r^ 
M&tuid^ jM^i^ent to T>oGU)>tt,' Commons, rec^ititig in t-xcliange certam lands adjomuig 
to hU p«rk 9i Knowtley. Derby House wu afl«rw)ird» presented hj Queen. Muij to 
Sir Oilbert Dethicle, 0«urier King of Ajtn*^ and lib brothef Betiildi tmd purjituTMit^, 
to live in, nnd to diflch&rgo tbcTein the duties of Ihelr oSim. On this gitia tho College 
of Herjildd U contmtied to tliu day, although tli6 oripiml Berbj Hoiue (ftbore mo- 
tioned) WM burnt down in the great fire of 1666. 
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OP THE COUNTY OF CHESTBR^ ETC. 9 

hat he sustained tbds office with complete dignity and efficiency 
is amply attested by the present docnment3-(^) His death took 
place at Lathom in the year 1572, and hia body was interred with 
ery great pomp at Orm^kirk, In recording the demise of this 
earl, Camden adds, " With him the glory of hospitality hath, in a 
manner j fallen asleep, '^{*) 

During the reign of Elizabeth the nobility of England still main- 

tainedi in a great degree, the ancient munificence of their Order, in 

^BkospitaUty and in the number of their retainers. Indeed, with. 

^piregard to the latter, the Queen at length judged it necessary to 

^impose some restraints, although the frequent visits with which 

she hononred her subjects, rendered her interference with the 

former wholly impracticable. According to Strype, the number of 

H^e Earl of Derby^s household servants amounted to two hundred 

Hind forty. 

The general character of this nobleman cannot perhaps be better 
set forth than in the words of Stowe, that laborious and accurate 
annalist, who lived contemporaneously : 

"The 24*^ October 1572, Edward Earle of Derby, Lord Stanley 
" and Strange of Knocking, Lord and Govemour of the Isle of Man, 
" Xnight of the noble Order of the Garter, and one of the Queene^a 
"Majestic's Privy CouncelJ, deceased at his house called Latham 
''in Lancashire. His life and death deserving commendation and 

(>) The Eart of Derbj tKea occupied Ui oattk in Water Street, LiT&rpool, wUch 
w«e demolijhed u few yeara ago. At tlui time the may or and corporation of the town 
were sorely perplraed leepecting tlie return of ft burgesa to p&rliAmenfc, in comequeDCe 
of the tiTiii ckiiDfi of the chttnoelloi? of the duohj Biiid thoee of their two powerful 
neighboure, the Earl of Derby and Sir Bichwd Molincui, X cm-iou* account of their 
prooeedinga may be found io BtkLnas's Siiior^ ofLitmrpoot^ p> 226. 

O Life 0/ Qittffii MUzabwtk, 
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*^ craving memory to be imitated was such as followetli : His fidelity 
''nnto two Kings and two Queenes in dangerous times and great 
*' Rebellions, in which time and alwayes (as cause served) he was 
'^ Lieuetenant of Lancashire and Cheshire^ and lately offered ten 
'' thousand men to the Queenes majestic of his own charge for the 
"suppression of the last Rebellion. His godly disposition to his 
" Tenants^ never forcing any service at their hands but due payment 
" of their Rent ; his Hberality to Strangers and such as shewed 
''themselves gratefull to him; his famous housekeeping, 220 in 
''checkroll never discontinuing the space of 42 years; his^ feeding 
'* especially of aged persons twice a day 60 and odde, besides all 
'' comers thrice a week appointed for his dealing dayes, and every 
" Good-Fryday these 85 yeares one with another 2700 with meate, 
"drinke, money and money-worth. There was never Gentleman 
'* or other that waited in his service, but had allowance from him to 
'' have as well wages as otherwise for horse and man. His yearely 
''portion for the expences for his house 4000 pounds ; his cunning 
" iu setting bones disjoynted and broke ; his delivery of his George 
"and seal to the Lord Strange, with exhortation that he might 
" keepe it so unspotted in fidelitie to his Prince as he had, and his 
" joye that he died in the Queene's favour ; his joyful parting this 
" world ; his taking leave of all his servants by shaking of hands, 
" and his remembrance to the last day. He was buried at Onus- 
"kirke on the 4th of December in most honourable manner.*' — 

Stowe's AnnaU, London, 1681 : fol. 678. 

The following is a short analysis of the contents of the Manu- 
script now published : 

1st. A brief history of the Chancery or Exchequer Court of the 
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Palatinate of Cheater ; Disputes between the Mayor and Sherifts of 
the city(') and the Chamberlain as to the jurisdiction. 

2nd. Edward Earl of Derby, having been appointed Chamber- 
laiti by Queen Elizabeth in the first year of her reign^ summons 
the Mayor and Sheriffs to meet him in hia court at Chester ; bis 
oration and their contumacy] Mr. Glaaeor the Vice-chamberlain 
is instructed to collect eyideuce concerning the whole case, and 
the Lord High Treasurer (Marques of Wiuchester) causes pro- 
cess to he issued against the Municipal authorities, 

3rd. Tlie hearing of the case in the Exchequer of Westminster, 
and decree of that coort in Hilary Terra, fifth Elizabeth, against 
the Mayor and Sheriffs^ by which the dispute was terminated; 
Suggestions for the maintenance of the privileges of the Palatinate. 

4th. Suggestions made by an anonymous party shortly after the 
aeceasion of King James I, for sustaining the privileges of the 
Palatinate. 

5tb. A list of the offices, names and fees of the Officers of the 
Exchequer Court j as they stood in the first year of James I. 
(1603.) 

6th. List of Chamberlains and Justices of Chester from 1323 to 
1603, which differs very considerably from that furnished by Sir 
Peter Leycester^ and that of Dr, Ormerodj(^) who has made an 
exact transcript of Leycester*8 list, 

7th, Opinion, dated 10th February 1568, of the Chief Justice 
of the Common Pleas and three other Judges^ confirming the 
separate and independent jurisdiction of the Palatinate Court of 



(') The* dty of CTheflter was incorporafced in the time of Hemy m. under ft Mayor 
and Sheriflk 

See Lcji;cijt<3r'& Misittiyi p\\ 160 — 177, und Ormerod*s SUior^, cap. iv. And ▼► 



12 THE RIGHTS AND JURISDICTION 

Chester^ and its entire disconnection firom the principality of 
Wales or " the Marches of the same/' Prefixed to this opinion is 
a royal warrant for its enrolment in the Court of Chancery. 

Sir Edward Coke has given a copy of this opinion in his fourth 
Institute^ cap. 37. 

The Manuscript was purchased by the present Editor at the sale 
of the effects of the late Mr. Matthew Gregson, author of the 
work entitled Fragments concerning Lancashire. It is written in 
a clear hand with close lines^ upon strong parchment 4to size, and 
occupies altogether 13 pages. It is in very good condition^ and 
was evidently written at the very commencement of James the 
First's reign. 



The Editor considers this a fair opportunity to direct the re- 
newed attention of the Government and of British Archaeologists 
to the very rich and extensive mine of historical information which 
might be derived from the Manuscript Records deposited in the 
castle at Chester. They arise out of the judicial proceedings, both 
civil and criminal^ of the Palatinate Courts from the time of King 
Henry III. down to their final abolition. It is certain that they 
have been for ages grossly neglected, and that many of them have 
been even taken away. Gk>ugh says, '' If I am not misinformed 
of the state of the Records there, it is rather to be wondered 
that there are so many Manuscripts remaining.''(^) In a. d. 
1839-40, and again in 1852, they were examined, cleansed, 
and in some measure arranged by Mr. W. H. Black, Assistant 

Q) Gbngh's British Toposrraph^, 1780, toI. i. p. 248. 
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Keeper of Records^ whose reports thereupon to the Master of the 
Rolls are printed by order of the House of Commons.(i) 

Although Mr. Black laboured in these missions for several 
months with his accustomed zeal and industry, he was able to do 
comparatively little towards the suitable classification and restora- 
tion of such an immense mass of confused documents. For some 
further curious information as to their value and their present con- 
dition^ reference may be had to the printed Journal of the British 
Archceoloffical Association, which contains an account of a Lecture 
delivered by Mr. Black at Chester on the 31st July, 1849. 

It is proper to add that the remarks above made upon the large 
manuscript collections in Chester Castle apply, in a proportionate 
degree, to the minor deposits of Records remaining in the Courts 
of Great Sessions of the principality of Wales, which ought to be 
immediately looked after. 

(J) Suirej of tho Beoords of Wales and Cheater, made by Mr. Black in 1889-40, 
and Beport dated Slst March, 1840, printed in the Appendix to Deputy Keeper's first 
Beport to the Queen, &c. Further Surrey by Mr. Black in 1852, and Beport dat«d 
Slst December, 1862 ; printed 9th March, 1853. 
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Clt KtffftW an!i 3>anjftiiftiott of tie CountB 

Ualatim of Cljcfltcr, t^t iSarls |ialattne, tl^e e^amber^ 
lams, anO otljrr cf^ffircrft ; am BinpvLtt% conrmung % 
StimOirttoti of tfte iEi^ct^f^tirt Court ioCtti tftc C*tg of 
€l^e0ter, ^t* 

g** Ijr COUntj?t Palat|?ne of €t)t^ttV is and tyme out of 
\Sn niynde bath bene an auncicnt Countye Palatynej and hath 
^^ had and used throughout the same Regall Juris die tiou, mth- 
in which the City of Cheater is, and remaineth a parcel thereof; 
thd antifinitye of which Countic Palatine is set forth in auncient 
bi»*lorii*N, whereby yt appearcth that Earle Leofiricua waa Earle 
Painty no of Chcutcr in the tyme of Edwardc the Confessor, before 
ihn KormaiiH conquered the Kingdome; at the time of which* 
cont[iicKt tho tame E&rldome web given by the Conqueror to hM 
ncphcwe Hugh Lupa^ to hold of him adeo Mer^ per Gladium sicui^ 
ipge tenet Angliam per Coronam, This Hugh was a right noble 
Earle, of whose worthyc and memorable deedes there is much 
writen, which I do omytte as matters not pertenant to the diyfte 
of my discourse. To this Hugh succeeded Eichard Earle of 
Chester, and unto him Kanduiph, then Kandulph the Second^ and 
after him Hugh the Second, and next to him folowed Eandulph 
the d'K This Earle, having bene in the Holy Lande, did upon 
his return home buUde Chartleye and Bicston Castell ; and having 
noe yasue of his owne^ the Earldome was to descend unto his 
sisters, of whome one was maryed unto a nobleman of Scotland, 
called in that tyme Joannes Scotits, or Scoticus. To this John 
Earle Eandulph gave his whole Earldome, who enjoyed the same 
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^■jiih Bome trouble by the opposition of a title for tlie otlier co- 
^^Bi. He departed this lyfe in the xs**^ yeare of the reigne of 
King Henry the 3** without ysiue male, leaving daughters^ be- 
twixtc whome and their auntes was great contention for the par- 
tition of the Earl dome and the possessions thereof. But the 
King's Majesty, with a royall resolution to preserve the same, quia 
noluit lantam difpiiiaimn dividi inter colos,{^) tooke the Earldome 
into his owne bands, and gave the ladies other possessions in re- 
eompence thereof; and at a parliament holden shortlie after did 
unite and annexe the Earldome, with all manner of jurisdiction 
and prehemincnce belonging to an Earle Palatjne, to the State 
and Principality c, and to apperteine to the Prince and eldest yasue 
of the King, his heirs, and successors, as Earlen of Chester, whoe 
have and tyrae out raynde have had an auncicnt and ordinary 
Chancery Courte called the Excherjucr of Chester ; and an Officer 
called the Chamberlainc who by himself, and in his absence by 
his deputie, hath used the aucthoritie of a Chancelor to heare and 
decree all causes of Suite arysinge within the same County Pala- 
^ne wherein there was required equity and conscience. 

But sueh is the custorae of error, by the abuse of custome, that 
a long endured injurye becomes a com on reputed right, and li- 
berties neglected are in tyme denied ; ffor yt hapened in the se- 
veral tymes of the Princes, being Earles of Chester, who for the 
moste parte kept their residence in the Marches of Wales with a 
Courte of Councellors to goveme that Province, that some of the 
subjects, inliabitants in the City of Chester and in other partes of 
the Countye Palatyne, being possessed with spleneticke humours 
inelyninge to contention and troublesome vexacion of their neigh- 
bours, being not contented to enjoy e the beuyfite of their owne 
ease, soe as they might offer cause of dysease(^) to others, &amed 
and pursued their complaints to the CounceU of Wfdes to their 
great charge, when they might with quiet and good cheape(3) have 

(*) AmoDgat Difit&ffe or Spinsten. 

^ Ajmoyanoc. 

(*) With gocHl olieftpe^ ».«. obe^j — i boa m&rcfa£ (French). Hesoe Cheapiide -— 



receaved justice at their owme doores; whose complaints the 
Councell there entertained and tooke upon them to determine, by 
meanes whereof yt became a confused governmcnte. The auc- 
thoritie of the Exchequer was much diminished, the Courte de- 
faced, the Chamberlaine disgraced, having Htle to do in his ju- 
diciall seatCj and his office chiefly e consisting in the keeping of & 
Scale, untill yt pleased the moste gracious Sovereigne Lady Eliza- 
beth our late Queene in the first jearc of her moste happie and. 
blessed raigne to give the Chamberlayne's office of the Countye 
Palatyne by her highnes Hers patente unto the right honorable 
Edwarde Earle of Darby e, whoe as he was by birth noble, soe was 
bee by nature wise and by educaciou learned ; a man endued with 
rare bountye, exceeding affabilitye, and true piety e, with all other 
heroycall virtues, haviuge obteyued amongest the great men of 
the Kingdome the name of the great Earle, and amongest the 
meanest sorte still called the good Earle j much esteemed of in 
Courte and iioe lesse honored in the countreye ; loved with ffeare, 
and ffearcd by cause he was loved, soe as yt was barde to judge 
whether his greatnes gave grace to his goodnes, or his goodnes 
added a glory c to his greatnes ; the memory e of whose honorable 
cariage is in the mouthes and by the tongues and pennes of men 
become ymmortall. This thrise noble Earle, having received his 
patente in Auguate, came to the Citye of Chester in September 
followiuge to take his place, being attended with all the Knights, 
Esq™, and gentlemen of any qualitye in the Counties of Chester, 
Lancaster, and North Wales in moste magnificente and prineelye 
fashion, to the great joye and applause of alle the beholders, and 
makeing William Glascor Esq'* his Vice Chamberlain, unto wbome 
he commytted a fuUe deputation of his authoritye in that office. 
The Earle departed from thence back again into Lancashire, and 
not long afterwards there hapened to ar^^se some Suite betwixt two 
Citizens of Chester in the Exchequer before the Chamberlaine, 
whereof the defendant complained to the then Mayor (^) of the 
same Citye, aUeaginge that the Citie was in the sxj«^ yeare of Xing 
C) JaljB Oowper wai May or. 
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Henry the VII'^ made a Countye of ytself, and seperated from 
the Countye Falatyne : and that hy Charter of the same King 
granted unto the Mayor and Citizens^ all causes arising within the 
said Citye^ were Determinahle before the Mayor : And that noe 
Citizen ought to bee called foorth of the same Citye to any other 
courte. Which the Mayor imadvizedlye heard^ and rashlie re- 
solyed to calle the other partie before him and thereupon com- 
mytted him to the Northgate, being the Goale of the Citye, for his 
contempte. Whereof when the Vice Chamberlain was informed, 
hee presently awarded a wrytte oT Corpus cum causa, directed to the 
Sheriefes of the Citye, commanding them to bring the partie (soe 
commytted to the Northgate) before him into the Exchequer, to- 
gether with the cause of his imprisonmente : which the Sherifes 
contempteouslye refused to doe, flPor which offence a fl&ne was im- 
posed upon them, which nevertheles they little regarded, but 
contynued dailie more and more to disobeye the Chamberlain's 
aurthoritie. Mr. Glaseor seing this travelled into Lancashire to 
the Earle to informe him of these proceedings, and to advise, and 
consulte with his Honor, for a speedy remedye. The Earle, like 
himself, impatient of wronge, and disdeyninge to be disparaged of 
any parte of authoritye, did thereupon resolve to retoume to 
Cheater, determinyng firste to assaye by courtysie to drawe the 
Maior and Citizens to conformitye, and by his presence to tourne 
their obstinacie into obedyence; wherein yf hee failed then to 
take a sharper course. And being accompanyed with the Lord 
Straunge, the Lord Mountegle, and Sir John Savage, and attended 
with Sir Richard Sherborne and some few others, men of special 
choyce and place in his secret counsailes, hee came againe to the 
Citye, and sitting in person in the Exchequer, he sent for the 
Maior and Sherifes to come unto him, who thereupon appeared in 
Courte, unto whom the Earle then spake as foUoweth : — 
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THE ORATION OF THE EARL. 

JfOraSlltUrtj ns j^ hath pleased the Queone's most excellent M^i 
to appointo inco OJficer in this charge and form which hath govem- 
ni elite not only of the County Palatine of Chester, but also of the 
couDtic of tbo citye of Cheater, being parcel], and within the Bame 
countye paktine, ai a Chanceior or Head officer in Equitye, to 
niainteyiio the Just, and to reforme the wronge ; Wherein never- 
theles, be© Divorg, and Sundrie officers and miniaters* to execute the 
Lawes comrajtted to their charge, and anthoritye, as you Mr, Maior, 
the Sheritefi, Coroners, Constables, and others verie necesaarie in 
cverie your ofticcs and degrees ; The well doing whereof tendeth to 
your coniodityc and niainteineth the estate of this citye, by the 
queene^s majestye's noble progenitors, Earloa of Chester founded »ud 
mado ; And contrariwyae, the abuse and evil doinge of any of your 
officers procuroth your owne DiscomoJitye and Ilindmnce, and pro- 
vokcth the overthrone, and Distruction of your Estate and author^lie, 
which I rather wishe, to bee raainteyned, than otherwise decayed ; 
And bearing of some Disobedience, or Disorder practized by you the 
officers of this cityo now in my tyme of being officer, otherwise then 
before hath bene used, or donne, and otherwyse then Dutye requireth 
to doe, Whether it bee, for that you misliko of niee. and my Govern- 
mente^ op els that you pretend to attribute unto your selves, an 
authoritie above inee, and my office, to dooe what you list without 
controlment, wch m not sutferablo — Therefore I have thought good 
to call you presently for reformacone of the premysses* And as 1 
am bound by the lawes of this Lande to minister to every one Justice, 
whereof you shall not wanto in this Office, soc shall you, in iViendlie, 
and well usage of youraelvei^, bee assured to havo the furthest favour 
1 can conveniGntlyo bestowe upon you and thia citie, as oportunitye 
shall servo. But, yf you will contrary wise run on beadlonge in your 
presumpteoua abuses, you slialbeo well assured of reformacon to your 
griefe, for the bruite, or slander, of the officera and aubject8(^) in these 

Q) Siibordin»fe», 
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partes, and their evill doeings, is great, — the neglectinge of amende- 
mente greater, and the evill mainteynance of the same, everywhere is 
moste of all. Whoe cannot but lament to heare and knovve these 
disorders in a Christian realme, governed by soe gracious a Princesse 
as this daie reigneth over us, not reformed? Whoe in rule wolde 
not spend tyme and authoritye of these to bee amended ? And what 
officer maye in conscience toward God, and dutye unto our Sove- 
reigne, answer and discharge himself for the contrarye ? Not I, for 
my parte, whatsoever you Mr. Mayor, and your brethren doo yma- 
gine. Wherefore wishing all well, I advise you, and the rest of your 
Citye, to understand well yourselves, and the authoritye you have, 
from hence, commytted to you by your Charters, which is your onlye 
countenance. The liberties whereof being dulye used, are meete to 
be preserved, and therein I wilbee your helpe. Presmne not to 
infringe the same by usurpation. See Justice with you well excuted. 
Obey your heads and chiefe officers, and contemne not the Queens 
Majestys Wryte under this seale directed, neither yet the orders of 
this Courte. Therebye you shall bee assured to finde, quyetnes, 
increase of wealth, ffriendshippe and Amytie — and not to faile, to 
avoyde such hinderance, trouble, griefe, and displeasure, as otherwyse 
wolde ensue. Whereof I woulde bee very sorie, for the goodwill T 
have long tyme borne this Citye, and also for neighbourhood sake 
betwene us, and mainelye for that I am an Englisheman, desiringe 
the wealth(i) of my country, which unto this Citye by these Degrees 
is to bee obteined. 

Co tbiif the Maior, with aoknowledgemente of duetie and 
affection to his Lordshippe, in the name of the whole Citie made 
answer. That as bee was bound by an Othe to maintene the liber- 
ties of the Citye, soe coulde he not without infringement thereof, yeld 
obedience to the courte of Exchequer and therefore humblie desired 
his Consideracon. 

Q) Well-being. 
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iWp loth roplyed that he was eorie to see their fboliabe wil- 
fulnee ; albeit that he had power, and authoritie to compell them to 
yeehl obedience as became theira. Yet hee would not m this case, 
censure their contempt, but woulde take a prudent course, that the 
eontroversie dioolde be dec3*ded in iinother place, to their greter 
charge and further trouble. Thereupon the Earlo departing home, 
did consult with his Vice-Chamberlayn, what was to be done in this 
busynes. In which conference yt was resolved that an Informacone 
sholde be exhibited unto the courte of Exchequer at Westminster in 
the Queen's Majesty's belialf, againste the Maior and Citizenes, and 
that Mr. Glaseor shoold Prosocute y* cause, whoe ymmediatlie caused 
n dilUgent search and exaniin^ition to bee made of all the records 
in the Excheq^ at Chester, and collected from thence, apparent 
matter of proofe, by many Precedents that the Citye of Chester, was 
parcell of the Countie Palatine, and that the Citizens ought to bee 
subject to that courte, ami to the Chamberlain as to their Chauncellor, 
and head officer ; and caused these records of pregnant proofe, and 
validitye to bee transcriptod, sending theme by hia secretarie, with a 
Letter from himself unto the Lorde Marques of Winehester, then 
High Treasurer of Eogland, and whome hee advertized of these 
matters, and desired his Lp"** favor, m well for the presorvation of her 
Majesties right in the Couutye Falatyne, as for the honor of the 
Karle of Darby e, unto whose Goverument the same was commytted* 
Unto which the Lorde Marques retourned answer as fblloweth : 

Co mp iobmff frimlr CiSailliam 0lmtov ®sq^ 
FfrecfjamiifTlain of Cftrstf r. E tommcnUc mce ftartili? 

unto l*0«t Fiudinge by your Lettei's, that you bee greatlie 
troubled, wnth the Mayor and his brethren of the Citie of Chester, 
Ibr their Disobedience of the proccs, directed from the Queens County 
Palatine of Chester, whereof they and their Citye have ever bene 
parcell and must beo, for y' is parcell of the Principalitye ; and of 
these matters I have heard your Secretarie and considered jour 
articles touchinge your Records, which I have willed your Secretarie 
to bring with you to London ; and the Mayor and his eompanye 
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shall appeare which shalbee Orastino Januarii. And against that 
tyme, gather all your recordes together that may serve that purpose, 
that they may he readye. And I have writen to Mr. Maior and his 
brethren ; and soe I have to Mr. Recorder, of the which letters your 
Secretarie hath the Doubles ; Therefore I write no further to you of 
yt, praieinge you to execute the same with all dilligence. And what 
faulte soever ryse on their partes, yt will have punishment well 
ynough. And the Oallender for your proofes I have sent to make 
by your Secretarie, whoe shall have it with him, yf hee tarye for yt ; 
and yf not, it shalbee sent to you by a precise messenger, bycause yt 
may bee surely e delivered. The proces goeth againste theise men — 
John Oowper Maior, John Webster alderman ; Hichard Button, and 
Thomas Pillyn Sherifes; William Hamnet and Henry Leeche. 
Which bee ynough for this matter. And of this order give you some 
knowledge to my Lord of Darbye, for that hee is head of your office 
and let him understand what I have wryten, as thereof his Lordship 
may consider, and give his advise, and ayde with his Ck>uncell in the 
mainteinaunce of the Queene^s right that hath ever bene contynued 
tUl this tyme. Which I would not have decaye, for the Queen''s 
right in the behalf of the Principalitye, and of my Lord's honor, 
that may not well bee endured to bee decayed in his time, that 
alwayes before hath bene mainteyned by meaner men. And let no 
parte of my Lorde^s office bee dimynished as neare as you maye. 
And heere I leave you for this tyme, and bid you ^strewell. 
Wryten this VIII'^ of September 1661. 

Your loving friend 
• Winchester. 

The Mayor, Shereiffes, and the rest being served with proces repared 
to London, and Mr. Glaseor likewise in the behalf of the Earle 
caryeing with him letters from the Earle to the Lord Treasurer 
and to divers other persons of honourable place, requiring their 
frirtherance in the cause. Where, after long and tedious traviell, 
large and liberall expenses, the matter received solemne hearinge 
in the Court at Westminster, and was ordered as hereafter 
foloweth : 
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Sca<:ario dictw Me*/inw apnd Wedmimter, 

WBi^tXt^^ heretofore debate, stritbj and coiitroversie hath bene had, 
moved aud depending in thia honorable House of Exchequer between 
our Sovereigne Lady the Queens's highnes that now is, and the Mayor 
Sheriffs and Citizens of the City of Chester for or conceniing the pri- 
vilege prerogative and Junadiction of her Highnes's County Palatviie 
of Chester, and for and concerning the power authority aud Jurbdic- 
tion of the Courte of the Exchequer there, and for and concerning 
the authority and jurisdiction of the Chamberlaine of the County 
Palatyne; and for and concerning the liberties ffranchises and 
juriadiction of the said Mayor and Sheriffs vi'ithin the &aid City by 
reason of divers contempts wherewith the late Mayor and Sheriifa 
have been ehar/red ; ffor the endinge, appeaainpo and finall determi- 
nation whereof the said Mayor Sheriffs and Citizens according to a 
former Order in that behalf taken, have sent up WiJlm Gerrard Esq^ 
Recorder of the said City auflSciently authorized in that behalf, with 
all their Charters, to them heretofore granted by the Earles of the 
said County Palatyne, and other the Queen's highnes moste nobk 
progenetora. Whereupon the niatter hath bene divera tyines heard, 
and thoroughlio debated before the right honorable^ William Marquea 
of Winchester the high treasurer of England, Sir Walter Mildraaye 
Knight, Chancelor of this Courte of Exchequer, Sir Richard Sackvill 
Knight under Treasurer of this Courte and Sir Edward Sandem 
Knight Chief Baron of the sam© Courte, by the advise and assent of 
Thomas Carua Esq' Sergeant at Lawe to our Sovereigne Lady the 
Queen's highnes aud WiUiam Gerrard and William Eoswell Esq^ 
Her Grace's Attorney and Solicitor generall, and others of this said 
Courte of Excbequor. And divera and sondrio auncient Records 
shewed and exhibited in the behalf of our said sovereign Lady the 
Queen's highness by William Glaseor Esq"* deputy© Chamberlayne 
^ the right honorable Edward Earle of Darby — no we Chamber- 
laine of the saide County Palatyne — as well for the proofe of the 
auutient and legall jurisdiction, power and proemynence of the said 
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untjr Palatyne as also for proofe and doclaration of the Jurisdiction 
of the said Courle of Exchequer at Chester and of the Chaniberlaine 
of the Baid Countie Palatyne, And in like manner diverse and son- 
dr'w Charters Lave bene shewed fortho and exhibited by the said 
Wilim Gerrard for the proofe and maintenance of the liberties juris- 
diction and ffranchises of the said Mayor and Sheriflif within the 
Liberties of the said Citye of Chester. 

Snil forasmuch as upon the sight, perusing and deliberate con- 
sideration of the said Records exhibited and showed foorth by the aaid 
Willfn Glaseor yt hath evidentlye appeared That the saide Countye 
Palatyne of Chester is, and tyme out of mynde hath bene an auntient 
Coaniye Palatine, and hath had and used throughout tho same 
Countye Palatyne Icgall Jurisdiction. Within which Countie Palar 
tine the said Citye is and remayneth as parcel! and member thereof. 
And that the said Courte and Excheq"" of the said Countye Palatyne 
is and tyme out of mynde hath bene the ordinary Chauncerye Courte 
of the said Countye Palatine. And that the Chamberlaine for the 
time being, and in his absence his Deputie is the Chauncellor and 
chief officer of the same Courte of Exchequer of the said Countye 
Palatyne for all causes pertaining to the Jurisdiction of a Chauncellor. 
And that the Officers of the said Citye have used and ought to make 
retoume of all Proces to them directed under the eeale of the said 
Earldome ; and forasmuch also as yt hath evidently appeared, that 
the Mayor sud Citizens of the said City of Cheater have by divers 
and sundry Charters divers Liberties and Franchises to them con- 
veighed and graunted by diverse and sundrie the Queen's Highnes 
moste noble progenitors, and others Earles of Chester, as well under 
y" great seal of England as under the apeciall seale of the said Earl- 
dome. 

^Oblt the said Lord treasurer and others aforesaid, consider- 
g that the said Earldome and Countie Palatyne is annexed and 
united to the Principal! tye, and shall and ought to appertain o to y^ 
Prince and oldest yssue of the Queen^s Ma*f her heirs or Successors, 
whensoever yt shall please God of his grace and goodness to give that 
comforte and benyfitt to our said sovereigne Lady and this her Realm ; 
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And mjading as well the mainteynanee and Regall Jurbdietiou of 
the said County Palatyne and of tho authorityo and Jurisdiction of 
the said Courte of Exchcq^ at Chester, and of the said Chaniber!aines, 
and of the other officers of the said Oountye Palatyne aa also the 
preservation and continuance of the libertie tfranchises and Jurisdio- 
tion of the said Mai or and Citizennes for quyetnes and good ordtr 
hereafter to bee ha*l — Do Order, Declare, Deternijne and Decree 
ill manner and forme foOowingj 
That is to aaie : 

JfttSt yt ia ordered » decreed^ and declared that the said Cityi 
IS withinj and a member of the said Countie Palatine, and that the 
same is and ought to boo within and a member thereof, and soe shall 
hee from henceforth esteemed^ used and taken. 

9nlY that the officers of the same Citye, shall from tynie to 
tyme make a good and sufficient retourne of all such M'rits of Corpm 
cum Causa and other vvrits as Bhall bee to them directed under 
the scale of the said Earl dome according to the same writs; And 
also it is further Ordered decreed and declared That the said Courte 
of Exchequer of Chester is and tyme out of mynde of man hath ben© 
the Chauncerye Courte of the said Countye Palatyne as well for the 
graunting of all Originall Proces, as for the proceeding in and 
determining of Traverses and other matters of Equitye appertain- 
inge to the jurisdiction of a Chancellor, and that the Chamherlaine 
ii and always hath bene the Chancellor and ehiefe officer of the 
aaid Courte of Excheq'" of Chester &c* 



Cftt atore^Saftf Cattle being thus ended, by the means 
and the countenaunce of the noble Lord Edward Earle of Darbie, 
the Courte of Exehe<iuor began to flourishe, being restored to the 
fairest flower in her garland, and her plume fiirnished againe with 
the fethers ahee had loat. And not long afterwards the like Order 
to the former, was obteyned againsto the Councell in the Marches of 
Wales, forbidding them to inteniietlie in any causes of the County 
Palatyne, which I omyttc an a thing over tedious to reeyte. But 
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owe the Courte of Chester became verie Hhsolutt;, both in State and 
Aothoritje, and sog hath continued till this present tyme, and I 
Lopo will be still mayntayned to the unspeakable ease and benefite of 
the poore subjects of the Countrey. But I iear that the malice of the 

yme is such as the Jurisiliction and Liberties of the Oountye Pala- 

e will not wante adversaries whoe wyll attenipte to set the wheele 

on ranninge acfaine, and, ajs much as in them lieth, to deface- yf not 

toglther to overthrowe the same. To prevent that myschief, I will 

resume to yeeld my opinion on the fittest raaner and mostc conve- 
hycnt course to hoe taken, which consiisteth in three tbinges. 

^prSStf that there bee a good Vice Chamberlaine appointed 
to goveme the Oourte well and to please and content the Countrey, 
who must bee no comon Lawyer, such being men more fitt to bee 
imploied in Courtea of Learn inge then in cases of Conscience, for yf 
those shall bee corrupted with aftection (as all men of flesh and 
bloud may bee) they have a farre greater scope to do amyaae than 
other mea, inclyninge sometimes on the one side with the Lawe, 
which tike a Viper they suffer to eate through the bo wells of Cou- 
Bcyence to serve their turne, and another tv^me leaninge to conscience 
not tor Concyence sake soe as fiiuour and parcialitye hath a free pass- 
age without respect cither of Lawe or Conscience^ which made Mr, 
Plowdeo (the father of the Lawe in his Tyme) to answer a Olyent 
whoe reteined him of Counsaille in a matter in the Chauncerye and 
emeetlie pressing him to deliver hys opinion, \^^hat would be the end 
of Ms cause and the effecte of his Order* " Surelye," saide Mr. 
Plowden, *' 1 never reade Booke-Oase of my Lord Chauncellor's Con- 
flcyenee/'' 

JCOyS oonsideraconn moved the Kinges of this Realme for the 
moste parte to appointe the Reverend liishoppes of this land© to be 
Lordo Chancellors* And a late Experience wee had in Her Majes- 
ty^s dayes of Sir Christopher Hatton, whoe from the Office of Vice 
Cliamberlaine of Her Majesty's household was appointed to that 
Office in the high Courte of Chance rie, whoe at his fi rste entrance 
ard and reheard sondrye causes adjudged in that Courto by his 
"predecessor a great Lawyer whose orders he reversed, and censured 
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Ma^ for mem Iniquitye which the great Lawyer had sentenced lor 
good Equitye. It will be good therefore ia this Office^ to appoints 
an honest reasonable gcntlctnan to be Vice Chamberkyne, such a 
one as feareth God^ regardeth the honor of hira under whom hee 
servetb, and resj>ecteth his own credytte ; and to associate unto hi«i, 
the two Judges of AHsize for the Shire, unto whose opinion the Vice 
Chamberlaine may resorte if there bee cause, and require their asdst-^H 
ancB for hearing of some spec i all Cases, aud by this meanes tho^H 
Oourte shall bee best served. Justice adminiatred and the Couutrey 
well satisfied. 

Cfjt dtrOIlb waye to preaerv© the Liberties and Imunityes 
of the Courto is this — That whereas the Oountio yeeldeth at the 
change of everye prince Three thousand marks called a Mize in 
regarde of enjoy inge their Auutiente Liberties — ^Vhieh somra 
aUhoughe yt be© not yet demannded nor noe Commyasion direct 
for levye thereof^ yet certeynt? yt is that it will bee and that speed ilye 
called for* Yt shall bee requisite therefore when the couiissioa 
Cometh downe, that the chiefe Charahefiaine doe cause all the gentle- 
men of the Countrey to meete together and to subscribe to one 
Petition, to be preferred to the Kinges mo,9te excellente majestic 
hoacochingG the same, that the Charter of the Countie Palatyne may 
bo confirmed by his highnea in consideration of the some of money 
which they are to ycelde accordingo to an auntiente Custome. And 
to staie the Collection of the saide Mize, till their auuticnt Liberties 
bee ratified and confirmed. Hereby His Maj*5' shall not only have a 
true understanding of the state of the Conn try e but noe doubte bee 
moved with a priucelie niynde like to his noble progenitors Kinges 
of this land to mainteine, and preserve such an Antient and Kegall 
Jurisdiction apperteyninge rightfully e to the yjriuce* 

HLbt tl)\tbt and last is a YigilanuG, that noe causes bee sued 
forth of the Countie Palatyne in any Court e at Westminster, but the 
eame to bee presentlie called backe, and the parties plaintilcs to bee 
sererelie punished. In which course the chief Chamberlaine must 
from tyroe to tyme afflirde his honorable Countenance. And yf any 
Judge in any of the Kinges Oourtes shall unduelye holde plan of the 
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cause of the Oountye Palatyne, Complainte muste presentlye bee 
made to the King's raa*y or to the Lords of his Highnes privie Coun- 
cil!, that the course maie bee stopte in the beginninge, for yt is ill 
suffering an ill example. And where the dore is well kept, the thiefe 
is more afearde to enter. But God of his goodnes hath provided a 
porter for his gate, and a protector for his Authoritye, Who in place 
and dignitye dooth equall any that hath gon before him, and for 
prudence, justice, and ffortitude dooth farre excell them. Whoe, as 
bee is potent in respect of the Boyall bloud which -doth adde a 
Lustre to his brightnes from the shininge of the sun, soe maye bee 
enjoye the inferior lightes of all this worldlie heaven, being of near 
kindred, and Affinitye to those, whoe sitte at the Sterne of the State 
and swaye the great affaires of the Kingdome. An exceeding bless- 
ing to this poore country, which I praie God make happie, longe to 
enjoye by longe enjoyinge of him, and that he maie live as many 
prosperous and quyet years as bee hath had troublesome dayes to 
the honorable advancement of his noble house, and the unspeakable 
coraforte of all that love him. 
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The Names of the Offices in the Exchequer of 
the Countie Palatyne of Chejler and their 
ffees. A^ primo Regni Jacohi. 

Chamberlain by patent for lyfe xx^* 

Sir John Edgerton knight Baron or Gierke for Lyfe... ix^ 

Sir Hughe Beeston knight Oontroll' during pleasure.. xiii» iii« iv^ 

Mr. Hughes Attumey Generall to the Prince iii^ vi" viii^ 

W™ Ravenscrofte Gent, by a newe patent under 

the kings Majest. seale Sarjant iii^ vi" viii^ 
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John Goodman Crent*^... f , ., , "I iii^* vi» 

\ places void and noe r 



Thomas Booth -J ^ .^ iii^ vi« viii^ 

Edward Smyth y ^*° ° ^*° J iii^^ vi» viii<* 

Mr. fferdinando Heighbume Examin: 

Richard Bidgdalle Bailyf Itinerant by a new patent. . . iiii^ 

Lawrence Waynwright messenger by a new patent... iiii^ 

The same Lawrence Cryer by a new patent iii^* xv« 

John Nicholson Mason by a new patent viii^ 

Eandulph Bellis Carpenter the like as the Mason viii^ 

Arthure Jeinson Surveyor by a new patent viii^* 

Thomas Case. 

Bichard Werden. 

Thomas Harper. 

Robert Whitby. 
Attorney es \ Peter Middleton. 

Thomas Whicksted. 

Edward Broster. 

Richard Newall. 

John Johns. 
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The Names of all thofe who have been Chamber laines^ 
and yujlices of the Countie Palatine of Chejier 
fence the xviV^ yeare of the raigne of King Ed- 
warde the Second. 

iil ^"^5?*^ CHAMBERLAINS JUSTYCES 

. . 17 Edw. 2 Wilhelmus De Stonhall Hugo de Audley. 

... 19 „ Hugo De BrickhuU Bichardus De Tramarye. 

... pmoEdw. 3... Stephanufl De Ohestnutt Willmus De Clynton. 

... 6 „ Simond De Ruggeley Capel- 

larius Comit Dominus Binaldus de Graye, 

Dominus De Buthin. 

... 10 „ Joannes Pamell Henricus De fferrer. 

... 11 , Joannes De Essebye Radulphus Stafford. 

... 17 „ Thomas De Blaston Bogerus Hillarye. 

... 20 , W illihelmus De Esington Bogerus Burghersie. 

...21 „ Joannes De Wendover Idem. 

... 22 „ Joannes Pire Idem. 

... 23 „ Willmus De Lyndford Idem. 

... 24 „ Walter Deffulburne Idem. 

... 25 „ Willmus de Sparetowe Idem. 

...26 „ Joannes De Branham senr.... Thomas De fferrar. 

...29 „ Joannes Branham Jr. . Thomas De ffelton. 

... pmoBich. 2... Joannes Woodhouse Thomas Dux Ebor. 

... 14 „ Idem Gamer: Thomas Dux Olouster. 

... 17 „ Bobertus Paris Robert DeVere — DuxHibern. 

. . . pmo Hen. 4. . . . Thomas Bamaby and Joannes 

Episcopus Assavon Joannes Stanley Miles. 



D^Sii ^'^SiSa^^ CHAMBERLAINS JUSTYCES 

14] 3... pmo HeD.5.... WiUiam Troutbecke Anuiger Thomas Earle Marshall 

Nottingham. 
1441... 20 Hen. 6... . Joannes Troutbecke Armiger. Comes Salopie. 

1459... 38 „ Richardus Tunstall Miles 

1470... 12 Edw. 4 Willmus Stanley Miles 

1486... pmo Hen. 7.... Willmus Stanley Miles Thomas Comes DarbieetG 

gius Dominus Strange. 

1497... 13 „ Richardus Poole Miles 

1507... 23 „ Randulphus Brerton Miles.... 

1611... 3Henr. 8 Idem Camer: Thomas Englefield Miles. 

1546... 38 „ Ric. Mauxell Miles 

1553. . 1 Phillipeand ^ 

Marie f Ric. Mauxell Miles 

1554... 2 „ ) 

1559... pmo Eliza Edwardus Comes Darbie James Throgmorton Milci 

1564... 7 „ Robertus Comes Lecester Georgius Bromley Miles. 

1 589 ... 31 „ Henrious Comes Darbie Richardus Shutleworth Mi 

1593... 35 „ Thomas Egerton Miles Richardus Leuknor Miles. 

1 603. . . pmo Jacobi. . . . Willimus Comes Darbie Idem. 
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€lhdbtti) bp tfjf ffi^ace of 6olr vSrr* Co our rigftt 
tnt$(Ht anti toilU^rlobrtf Cottn^sellor %ix ^ttttolaa 
Uaton iltii^itr i.irr|)rr of ourc grtatc isralr of Sng^ 
lantt JJtfttmgf, Whereas wee have beeu informed tliat 
the Jurisdiction and Aucthoryitj of our County Palatjne of diester 
hath bin of late years impeached by certeyn forraine officers upon 
pretence of certain Jurisdiction chiinied by them within the said 
County, contrary to the ancient right of our said County Palatyne, 
We, minding to have our said County preserved in the ancient right 
thereof, did com and our chief Justice of our comon Pleas Sir James 
ier Knight with other three of our Justices that is to say, Ric'* 
Weston, Rich"^ Harpnr, and Thomas Carus Esquires to call before 
them our officers of our said Countye PaJatyne and such others also 
AS pretended to iTnpech the said Jurisdiction, and thereupon to 
certify us what they should find meet and due to be done for good 
order in the premises. 

Whereupon they hare shewed and declared unto UB in writynge 
gncd with their hand^ their opinion coneeminge the said Juris- 
diction and Liberties, and also coneeminge a Controversie between 
our President and Councell in Wales and our Chamberleyn of our 
said Oountte Palatyne grounded uppon a Case of one Thomas Bad- 
ford, and to the intent some good order may in sue and continue here- 
after for quietnes and tor Justice within our said Couoty Pallantyne 
We doe hcrwlth send you the said wrytinge of the said Justices con- 
teyned in one sheeto of paper presented unto us the tenth of february 
Imt and subscribed with their hands, wiUingo and requiringe you to 
Cause th© same to be entred and inro!led in our Chancery, to remains 
in record, and to be nned and exemplyfied hereafter for the benefyte 
of our eatd County Palat^^e and the residents therein as the case 
shall require ; and these our letters shall be your sufficient Warrant 
and discharge in this bchalfe. Given under our signet att our 
Pallaco of Westm"^ the xvi^^ day of March 1 568 the eleventli year of 
Baign 

F ipaam Beginam. 
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Cbt opinion of us sir James Dier Knigbt C'heife Justice of 
the Com on Pleoa at Westni'', Richard Weston and Richartl Harpur 
Bsquires two other Justices of tho aame Oomon PleeB, and of 
Thomas Cams Esquire one of the JusticcB of the Pleas to be houlden 
before the Queen's Ma*^^* declared and presented unto her Highness 
the tenth day of february A" Do"*' 1568 by vertu of her raa*^** letteni 
to us directed the second day of the same month concerninge the 
Jurisdiction and liberties of the County Palatyno of Chester and the 
authoritie of tlie Chamberlayne and his office there and concerninge 
the controversie between the Lord President and Councell in Wales 
and the said Chaniberleyne^'a office growne uppon Thomas lladford''8 
Case exhibited unto us, as ensueth, and first, that we have seene and 
considered the county of Chester wherein the citty of Chester is now 
and by a good tyinc(^) hath bin a Cottntye of itself o of very auncient 
tyrae afore the Raign© of Kinge Henry the third hath bin and ret i« 
a County e Palatyne with other members thereunto belonging* And 
so from tyme to tyme hath bin received and allowed in the lawe. 
And therefore the Lawe^s riglitfull Usages and Customer of the said 
Oountie Palatyne are to be preserved and maintained. It further 
evidently appeareth that by the hke tyme of antiquity and con- 
tinuance there hath bin and y^;t is in the said County Palatyne one 
principAll or head Officer Called the Chainberloyne of Chester who 
hath and ever had all Jurisdiction bclonginge to the office of a 
Chauncellor within the said County Palatyne* And that there is 
alsoe in the said County Palatyne a Justice for matters of the 
comon plees and plees of the Crowne to be heard and determined 
within the said Couutie Palatyne comonly calleil the Justice of 
Chester. We alsoe see that all plees of landes or tenements and all 
othci* contracts causes and matters nsiiige and growing within the 
said Countye Palantyno are plcdable and ought to ho pleaded heard 
and judicially determined within the said Countye Palantyne and 
not elsewhere out of the said Countye Palantyne ; and if anie be 
heard pleaded or judged out of the said County Palantyne, the same is 
voyd and coram non Judice, except it be in case of error, forren plea» 

(') For Q long tioi«. 
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or forren voucher. We alsoe see that noe inhabitante of the same 
Coantj Pahityne by the liberties lawes and usages of the said 
County Palatyne ought to be called or compelled bj anie writt or 
proces to appear or answer anie matter or cause out of the same 
County Palatyne for anie the causes aforesaid, but only in Causes 
of Treason and Error. And that the Queen's Writt dothe not runn 
nor ought to be allowed or used within the said Oountie Palatyne, 
but under the seale of the said County Palatyne, except writts of 
Proclamation by the statute of Ed. 6**» Anno Regni sui primo. 

It doth further appear unto us by good matter of recorde to us 
shewed that the Courte of Excheq'' at Chester is and by the tyme of 
antiquitie and continuance aforesaid hath binn used as the Chancery 
Courte for the same Countie Palatyne And that the Chamberleyn 
of Chester is the Chief officer and Judge of that Courte, and that 
he is and tyme out of mind bathe bene a Conservatoure of the 
Peace by vertu of the same office and bathe like power authoritye 
and preheminence, Jurisdiction, execution of lawe and all other 
Customes Comodities and advantages perteyninge to the Juris- 
diction of a Chancellor within the said County Palatyne of Chester 
as the Chancellor of the Duchie of Lancaster hath used had and 
ought to have used and executed within the County Pallatyne of 
Lancaster, which more evidently appeareth by the understanding of 
the first Grante made by King Edward the third unto John his son 
then Duke of Lancaster, whereby he made the same County Pala- 
tyne of Lancaster referring the said Duke to have his Chancellor'^s 
liberties and Begall Jurisdiction to a County Palatyne belonginge, 
adeo inteffrh et liberh sicut Comes Cestrias infra eundem Comitatum 
CestricB dignoscitur ohiinere, Alsoe it appeareth unto us that the Vice 
Chamberleyne did lawfully and orderly commit to Prison Thomas 
Badford named in the case referred unto us, for that he refused to 
put in suertyes for the peace within the said Excheq' uppon affida- 
vit made in that behalfe. And that the proceedings of the Councell 
of the Marches touchinge the enlargement of the said Radford from 
the said ymprisonment and alsoo their further order and dealinge 
against the said Vice Chamberleyne was and is without sufficient 



34 



^t itig(t» anti ^PrOitlesed of e^Mtt, $ct* 



authority e and contrary to the Jurisdiction of the Office of the said 
Chamberleyne and the auncient Lawes and Lihties of the same 
County Palatyne. And we doe alsoe affirme that the statute of 34^ 
and 35^ H. 8^^ called the Ordinance of Wales, whereby the autho- 
ryty of the Lord President and Councell within the Dominion and 
Principalyty of Wales and the Marches of the same is established 
and hath the force of a law for or conceminge the determination of 
causes and matters of the same comprehendeth not the County of 
Chester and the City of Chester, because the same CounHe of Ckettar 
and the Citie of Chester he noe parte nor parcell of the Domynion or 
Principalyty of Wales or of the Marches of the same. 



And for the en- 
joying of which li- 
berties within the 
said Countie Pal- 
latine wee perceive 
that 



The inhabitants of the said Coun-" 
tie of Chester have paid and 
must pay rightfully at the 
Chaunge of every Owner of the 
said Erldome three thousand 
marke called a Mize.(') 

And the inhabitants of the Coun-"^ 
tie of fflint, being Parcell of the 
said County Palantine must 
likewise pay too thousand 
marks which is alsoe called a 
mize. 



> 



mark 
£2000 



marke 

SB5B 

£1333-6.8 



(') Misse or mise — a fine or levy. 
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The following supplementary List of Judges has been kindly furnished 
to me by Wm. H. Black, Esq., Assistant Keeper of Records. It is 
extracted from the manuscript Book of Practice on the late CThester 
Circuit, compiled by Serjeant Marshall, and by him left to Charles 
Warren, Esq., his successor. This book was depo8ited2inp847 by 
the representatives of Justice Warren in the PubHc Record Office, 
Rolls House, London, among other Records relating to Wales and 
Chester. It serves to continue the list from the first of James I. to 
the year 1830, when the Palatinate Judicature was finally abolished. 
In some respects it differs from the list given by Leycester, which 
comes down to a.d. 1669. It may be proper here to remark that 
Leycester 8 catalogue, both of Chamberlains and Judges, differs very 
considerably from that in the manuscript now edited. — J. B. Y. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF JUDGES 

OF THB 

COURT OP SESSION OF THE COUNTY PALATINE OF CHESTER, 

ANI> GREAT SESSIONS OP THE COUNTIES OF MONT- 

GOMERY, DENBIGH, AND FLINT ; 

From the Agcbsston of Kino James I. to the Abolition of that 
Judicature in 1830. 



Sir Richard Lowknor C. J 1 J. 1. 

H, Townsend P. J 1 J. 1. 

Thomas Chamberlajne C.J 14 J. 1. 

James Witlock C. J 19 J. 1. 

Sir John Bridgraan 0. J 10.1. 
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Marra. Lloyed P. J 1 0. 1. 

Richard Prytherg Esq P.J 120.1. 

Sir Thomas Milward 14 0. 1. 

John Bradshaw Esq. (1648) 0. J 24 0. 1. 

Peter Warburton Esq P. J 

Thomas FeU Esq P.J .... 1649. 

Timothy Turner Esq 0. J 12 0. 2. 

Sir Jeoffrey Palmer O.J 12 0.2. 

Robert Milward Esq P. J 13 0.2. 

Job Charlton Esq 0. J 140.2. 

George Johnson Esq P. J 26 0. 2. 

Sir George Jeffreys 0. J 32 0.2. 

John Warren Esq P. J 33 0.2. 

Sip Edward Herbert O.J 36 0.2. 

[Edward] i Lutwych Esq. (March toOct.) ... O.J.;.... 2 J. 2. 

Job Oharlton Esq C. J 2 J. 2. 

John Trenchard Esq 0. J IW.&M. 

Lyttleton Powis Esq P. J IW.&M. 

John Ooombe Esq 0. J 2W.&M. 

Salathiel Lovel Esq P.J 8W.&M. 

Joseph Jekyll Esq 0. J 9W.3. 

John Pocklington Esq P. J 6 Ann. 

John Warde Esq P.J 10 Ann. 

Edward Jeffreys Esq P. J 1 G. 1. 

Spencer Oooper Esq O.J 4 G. 1. 

John Willis P. J 13 G. 1. 

Same 0. J 2 G. 2. 

William Jessop Esq P. J 2 G. 2. 

John Verney Esq 0. J 8 G. 2. 

I Suppliod from the patent of his successor, Job Charlton Esq. This is the first of 
the series that appears to have been recorded in the Patent books of the Receipt of 
the Exchequer. Tt is dated 29th April, 2"^ Jac. II., and grants the office of "our 
Justice of the Counties of Clicstcr and Flint, as GeofTrj Palmer Knt., George Jefferyes 
Knt., Edward Herbert. Knt., or Edward Lutwioli Knt., formerly or lately Justice 
had holdcn the same." Audi(or*s Patent Book, No. 10, fol. 142. 
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Bichard Pottinger Esq P. J 8 0.2. 

Matthew Skynner Esq 0. J 12 0.2. 

John Talbot Esq P. J U O. 2. 

WiUiam Noel Esq 0. J 23 O. 2. 

Taylor White Esq P. J 30 O. 2. 

John Morton Esq C. J 3 O. 3. 

John Skynner Esq ... P. J 12 O. 3. 

Francis BnUer Esq. (Nov. till May) P. J 18 O. 3. 

Hon. Daines Barrington P. J 28 O. 3. 

Lloyd Kenyon Esq 0. J 20 O. 3. 

Richard Pepper Arden Esq C. J 24 0.3. 

Edward Bearcroft Esq C. J 28 O. 3. 

Francis Burton Esq P. J 28 O. 3. 

James Adair, King''s Serjeant C. J 37 0.3. 

William Grant Esq C. J 38 O. 3, 

James Mansfield Esq C. J 30 O. 3. 

Vicary Gibbs Esq. (snmmer circuit only) . . 0, J 44 . 3. 

Robert Dallas Esq 0. J 4/5 O. 3. 

Richard Richarda Esq. (summer circuit only ) O.J -^3 . 3« 

Sir William Ganow C. J H O. 3, 

William Draper Best, King's Serjeant P. J 57 O. 3. 

John Leach Esq. (summer circuit only) C*. J i57 0. 3* 

William Draper Best, Kmg's Sergeant . ... C. J r,H O, 3. 

Samuel Marshall, Seijeant-at'Law P, J r,H<i.n. 

John Singleton Ciopky, Sergeant-at-Law.,,, C. J nu O. 3. 

Chariea Warren Esq d J r/j O, 3. 

Thomas Jenris Esq l\ J Af^ O. 3. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Battle of Flodden was a favourite subject ¥rith the ballad 
makers of the sixteenth century; and when the publication of 
Marmion in 1808 gave new interest to it, Henry Weber, with the 
assistance and under the superintendence of Sir W. Scott, col- 
lected all the ancient poems connected with it, and appended 
them to his reprint of " Floddon Field." These consist of ex- 
tracts from the Miurour of Magistrates, the Laureate Skelton, 
Uppian Fullwell, Ritson's Ancient Songs, the Minstrelsy of 
THE Border, and a Ballade of the Battle of Floddon from 
the Harl. MSS. 295 and 367. It is curious enough that in this 
collection not the slightest notice should have been taken of a 
Poem referred to in a work so well known to Scott as Percy's Re^ 
liques of Ancient Poetry,^ and which is thus described : — 

" But to shew how little can be inferred from a resemblance of 
rhythmus or style, the Editor of these volumes has in his ancient 
folio manuscript a poem on the victory of Flodden-field, written in 
the same numbers, with the same alliterations, and in orthography, 
phraseology, and style nearly resembling the Visions of Pierce 
Plowman, which are yet known to have been composed above 160 
years before that battle. As this poem is a great curiosity, we 
shall give a few of the introductory lines : 

^ Vol. ii. p. 192, Introduction U> the Not-browne Mayd. 
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Grant gracious Grod, grant me this time 
That I may 'say, or I cease, thy selven to please ; 
And Mary his mother, that maketh this world ; 
And all the seeralie saints, that sitten in heaven ; 
I will carpe of kings that conquered full wide. 
That dwelled in this land, that was alyes nohle ; 
Henry the seventh, that soveraigne lord, Sic," 

It is again referred to iu his Essay on Alliterative Metre^ : — 
" The other poem is that which is quoted in No. VI., Series II., 
Book I., and which was probably the last that was ever written in 
^his kind of metre iu its original simplicity unaccompanied with 
rhyme. It should have been observed in No. VI. above that in 
this poem the lines are throughout divided into distichs, thus : 

Grant gracious Gx>d, 
grant me this time, &c. 

It is entitled ^ Scottish Feilde/ (in 2 fitts, 420 distichs) containing 
a very circumstantial narrative of the battle of Flodden, fought 
September 9th, I5I3, at which the author seems to have been 
present, from his speaking in the first person plural : 

Then we tild downc our tents 
that told were a thousand. 

In the conclusion of the poem he gives this account of himself ; 

He was a gentleman by Jesu, 

that this gest^ made ; 
Which say but as he sayd'* 

for sooth and noe other. 
At Bagily that beame 

his biding place had ; 
And his ancestors of old time 

have yearded-* theire longe, 

1 Vol. iii. p. 109. * * Jest:— MS. « " Probably corrupted for * says but 

as ho saw.* " 

* ** * Yeardud,' i.e. buried^ earthed^ earded. It is common to pronounoe * earth' in 
some parts of England *yeartb,' particularly in the north. Fitscottie, speaking of 
James III., slain at Bannockbum, says, * Nae man wot wbar they yearded him.* " 



INTBOOUCTION. 



Before Willmm conquerour 

this cuutry did iahabitt. 
Jesrm bring them^ to blis&e 

that brouglit ub forth of baJe 
That hath hearkened me heare 

or heard my tale. 

le village of Bagilj or Baguleigh ig in Chesliire^ and had belonged 

to the ancient family of Legh for two centuries before the battle of 

Flodden He laments the death of James Stanley, Bishop 

of Ely, as what had recently happened when this poem was 
written; which servea to ascertain its date, for that prelate died 
March 22, 1514-5/' 

There can be no doubt that Scott would do hia best to get a 
copy of the poem; but the MS. was a sealed book then as it is 
now, and Bishop Percy, his manuscript, and the " Scottish Feilde/' 
are ignored as if they had never been. 

The jealousy, the controversies, the bittemesa to which this 
volume has given rise, are now matters of literary history. In the 
fiery recriminations of Ritson and the grim silence of Scott are 
mateiials for exemplifying the weakness and rancour of literature. 
Such a devil's gift surely never was in mortal's possession before. 
It is a veritable bottle imp in calfskin ; and we may be allowed to 
hope that before long it will be in its only safe receptacle — that 
Red Sea of all such dangerous property — the British Museum, 

It is strange how many blunders the good Bishop has made in 
his account of the ballad ; and as we have no access to the MS., we 
must leave the mystery unexplained. Why be did not quote more 
largelv from what he calls a " great curiosity," and which certaialy 
has more fine poetry than three fourths of what he printed, is 
equally inesphcable ; perhaps (to judge from his mode of dealing 
with it) there bus been little lost in consequence. He asserts that 
the writer was present at the battle, from his use of the first person 
plural (a flit) ; w lieu, as the reader will perceive, if this argument 
19 good for anything, it shows that he was not at Flodden but in 
* * Ui/— JfS. In liue 6 ahore the MS, hm ' bidding.* 
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France, as the tents were set before the town of Terwyn (ti|/ra, 
V. 28). The conclusion which he also quotes is most likely not the 
work of the poet, but of the minstrel who sang it, and who was 
desirous of gaining credence by the declaration of his authority : 

He was a gentleman, by Jesu, 
that tills Jest made, 
Which said hut as ye see, 
for sothe, and no other ! 

The explanation of " yearded^' is startling ; but the editor had for- 
gotten that " earded" was a pure Saxon word for " dwelt." And 
lastly, the quotation from Pitscottie relating to " James III., who 
was killed at Banuockbum'' ! if not derived from the wonderful 
MS., must have come from some equally unknown source. It is 
much to be lamented that the character of him to whom we owe 
the "Reliques" should be exposed to such imputations by the 
short-sighted and ill-managed policy of his descendants. 

This Poem, which now forms part of the second volume of the 
Chetham Miscellanies, was discovered by Mr. Beamont in the 
muniments at Lyme; it is written on strips of parchment which 
have been pasted together and form a roll of about thirteen feet 
long by three inches and a half wide : the first portion has been 
lost, or it would be between two and three feet longer. The 
writing is, in the opinion of Sir Frederick Madden, of the latter 
half of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and after a " Finis," writ- 
ten in German text with a flourish, we have 

"The names of the lordes and gentilmen of Scotland that were 
slaine in deede at this late battaill upon Brankston more, 
first the King of Scottes. 

The bishopp of St. Andrewes 

the kinges sonne. 
TherlcofCraford. 
Therle of Leons. 
Therle of Erram. 
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Therle of Argile and his brother. 

The lord Maxwell. 

Sir Davy Home lord of Nederbom, 

with his Sonne and his heire. 
Sir John Home of Ayton. 
Cuthbert Home lord of FastcasteU. 
The lord of Dowse. 
ThelordofBlakat. 
Therle of Bothwell. 
The bushopp of the out lies. 
Therle of Agnus sonne and heire. 
The Lord of Litt. 
John Makennie. 

William Cobbom lord of Langton. 
Scot lord of Buckclough knight. 
Alexander Hebbom of Ricarton knight. 
Adam Hebbom of Cragges knight. 
Thomas Towbome esquire. 
The lord of Pens. 
The lord of Cambe. 
James Stewart nere of kynne 

to the King of Scottes. 
The lord of Stelton. 
The lord of Colston. 
The lord of Ormeston." 

I shall not attempt to find the legitimate owners of this odd 
travestie of names ; neither will it be necessary to go into any 
detailed account of the battle itself. It will be enough to correct 
a statement of Sir W. Sootf s/ who says that the English army 
adyanced in few divisions — while in fact it was in two battles, 
each having a centre and two wings. The first battle or vanward 
was commanded by the Earl of Surrey's son^ Lord Howard the 
Admiral, while the second or rereward was led by the Earl himself. 

^ Notes to Marrnion, 
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The centre of the first division consisted of the Durham men undei 
St. Cuthbert's banner and those frora Yorkshire and Northumber* 
land. The right wing (and the extreme right of the army) -ww^ 
nnder Edmund Howard, another son of the Earl's, and consisted 
of the Lancashire and Cheshire troops with Sir Thomas Butler, 
Sir John Booth, Sir Eichard Bold, and others. The left wing 
consisted of men from Yorkshire and Northumberland, The right 
wing was driven back at the outset, and it was here where the 
Cheshire men suffered so much till they were relieved by Jjoti 
Dacre. The second battle, or the rereward^ was under the imme- 
diate command of the Earl of Surrey, who led the centre, and its 
left wing was commanded by Sir Edward Stanley, afterwards Lord 
Montcagle. 

The feud between the Stanley and Howard families dated from 
Bosworth Fieldj and has a marked place in the ballads which are 
extant, and which are all on the side of the Stanleys. They 
appear to have been patrons of literature at this early period, as is 
proved by the Stanley Papers, edited for the Chetham Society by 
Mr. HeywoodJ 

As we have the best authority for believing the Lyme MS. not 
to have been written before 1570, so we have reason for supposing 
it to be a copy of one of very early date, from the expression, " late 
battle of Brankaton ;" and this original may have been taken from 
the mouth of a minstrel, ns we can otherwise hardly see how a 
Cheshire name, Foulshurst, could have been changed into FuUes- 
wise, or the Lancashire Gerard have taken the form Jarred, which 
indeed is the genuine local pronunciation . 

The poet has assigned the place of honour to John St^ualey, son 
of the Bishop of Ely, and commander of his contingent. He 
afterwards married the daughter of William Hand ford — and 
hence we may have a reason for the emphatic manner in which 
Handford's name appears in the MS. 

* A repririit of " The pleoaant Song of Lady BeBsy,** in fiill, wqlild have aildod much 
to lli« mt«Te*t of Mr, Hejwood's volume,- It seemB & vciy proper worli for tha 
So«i«tj, though it m&j be fttQOn^ the Fercj publicfttious. 
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It has been stated that the poet was not present at the battle ; 
and this is proved by his misrepresentations, or at least mistaken 
and extremely confused account of what actually occurred. Thus 
he makes the banner of St. Cuthbert into the Scotch standard 
the banner of St. Andrew ; and is either under the feeling him- 
self, or wishes his readers to belieye, that young John Stanley, as 
he is described in the other ballads, and who was not more than 
seventeen, was the real commander of the left attack, instead of 
his uncle Edward Stanley. But what is still more convincing is 
the fact that the morning of the 9th September, 1513, was not 
of that fine character which his imagination has depicted. The 
Earl of Surrey^s despatch states that there was a great wind and 
sudden rain, much in favour of the enemy. 

As the Bishop of Ely died in March 1515, the poem may have 
been written about two years after the battle. 

With respect to the glossary, it requires much indulgence. It 
would be no hard task to paraphrase the ballad and give it an 
intelligible form; but to ascertain the precise meaning of every 
word and phrase is a very different matter, and in many cases we 
can at best only give a lucky guess. What written remains we 
have are scanty, and those not easily to be got at. A large mine, 
hitherto either not worked at all, or only in a profitless way — the 
real speech, not the rare words, of the people — has still to be 
made available for the history of language, or, what is nearly the 
same thing, of man's thoughts and progress. 

It is difficult to know whether various phrases used had a real 
signification, or were merely conventionalities connected with the 
versification, such as : 

He was so kene holden. . . line 60. 

faerse holden. . 495,558. 

Shott into a sure shipp, 
and shoggeth over tbe water. 93, 9^4. 
Then they light at a btte. ... 135. 
Should meane them before. ... 138. 
Durst sitt him against 142. 
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Full nigbe his wanted wytte. . line 249. 

Stepe of him selven 298. 

Upon that land light 339. 

Nere of nature to the duke 378. 

So dere God it ordeyned 423. 

On a soughe us beside 440. 

Then tnunpettes full truly 

They triden togeather 448, 449. 

How they songen with a shotte. . . 454. 

Pullsewise full fell 502. 

Of that pure shire 554. 

Suche a noyse to my name. . . . 629. 

It would be easy to give an intelligible meaning to such phrases 
as these^ and many of them do not appear in the glossary as 
requiring explanation. But to set the matter more completely 
before the reader^ we may take the following example, which will 
perhaps be quite enough for the occasion. There is the distich : 

Then trumpettes full trulie 

they triden togeather, 

which might be put in the form — They made a trial of their 
trumpets, &c. But probably the verb trieden is a technical word 
applied especially to sounding trumpets. In Halliwell's Dictionary 
we find "Trie, 1. choice, select (A. N.) 

He wold not ete his cromys drye 

He loYyd nothynge but it were trie. 

MS. Cantab. Ff. v. 48, f. 50. 

Claryons cryden faste and curyous pypes 
Tymbres, tabers and trumpers full trye. 

MS. Cott. Calig. A. ii. f. 114. 

2. to rush in; 3. to pull out." We have nothing here to determine 
the sense of the word ; but in the second quotation it is connected 
with the sound of a number of musical instruments, trumpets 
included. In Ritson's Ancient Songs (p. 32) we have another 
form. 

The threstlecoc him threteth oo, 
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where the glossary gives us no interpretation of the last two words ; 
it describes the singing of the thrush — while in the earlier Anglo- 
Saxon truth means a trumpeter. Perhaps this may be hardly 
considered sufficient evidence to prove the existence of a word 
applied especially to the use of the trumpet^ or to express some 
musical sound ; but there is at least a presumption of it^ and it 
becomes hazardous to express a positive opinion as to the sense of 
the word trieden. 

In conclusion^ the Editor is sorry that his labour has not been 
more satisfactory; but such a task, always difficult, becomes 
infinitely more so when there is a single manuscript only to refer 
to. The Poem is " a great curiosity," and especially interesting 
to Lancashire and Cheshire, and he hopes the Chetham Society 
will be glad to receive it with all its imperfections. He begs too 
to express his obligations to Sir Frederick Madden for his 
courtesies and assistance. 

JOHN ROBSON. 



Warrington, August 21*/, 1855. 
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The Editor is indebted to the kindness of Canon Raines /or the 
following additional firaffment qf the first portion of the ballad, which 
he found amongst the Lyme MSS, and added to his valuable Lan- 
cashire Collections, but which came to hand after the remainder qf 
the poem was in print. 

♦ * * 

* ♦ * 
that dred was sone after, 
Rayled' full of redd roses 
and ryches enongh. 

There he bekered^ with a lorde 
that doughtie was euer; 
Richard that riche lorde 
in his bright armour, 
He kidde^ himselfe no coward, 
for hee was a Kinge noble; 
Ryght royall and fuerslye 
he 



And rayned with .... 

and ryches enough, 

Fully fower and twenty yers 

in thys faire lande. 

He made frenchmen aferde 

of his fell deedes; 

i.e. set. 3 fought. ^ he showed himself. 
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They payd him tributes, 

many tolde thowsand. 

That they might liye in their laudes, 

and him their lorde calle; 

But death at him drove, 

that die must he nede. 

Thus went forth of this worlde 

this worschippfiill lorde. 



with saintes enough. 

I will meddell with this matter 

no moe of this tyme, 

But he that is myckle of myght 

have mynd of his sowle! 

Then succeeded his sone, 

a souereigne most noble, 

That proved was a prince 

most pereless of other; 

That was Harry theighth 

oure most drede lorde. 

When his father that fhrse fi:e[ke] 

had fynished his daiee; 

He made frenchmen aferde, 

and faire him besoughte, 

That he would take their tributes 

and lem^ them no fdrder. 

But he nicked them with nay, 

and none of yt woulde; 

For he woulde see onder their signoiie 

some of thaire faire townes. 

' Qu. tene, injure. 
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Thus he graces him godly 
with a greate [meany] ; 
Pullye fourty thowsande 
that Carrie his armes^ 
For to go into Frauuce 
at his biddinge wyll. 
Then arose iu this londe 
a lorde that was noble^ 
Of Surrey that sure erle, 
the saddest of all others. 
As lorde and levetennennt 
' to loke this land ouer, 
Yf any aliaunt^ in his absence 
durst auentur himselfe, 
To visit or invade 
his moste valiaunt rawlme. 
Then he deessed^ him to Dover, 
our most drede Kynge, 
With many lordes of this lande, 
our lorde giue them ioye! 
Of Buckingham that bolde duke 
he was a burne noble ; 
And of Derby that deare erle, 
that doughtie hath bene ever; 
And Shrewsburie the trewe erle, 
the saddest of all others. 
As a worshippfull and wise 
he royndeth* the cowarde. 

* Le. alien, foreigner. ^ Qu. dressed, addressed himself, went. 

' Perhaps from the Cheshire roynt — he drives away. See WUbraham's Olottaty, 
p. 70. 
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The noble Erie of Northnmberland^ 
with others of the same. 
The winde to theire wylle, 
wrought as they lyked. 
Thus the gle . . . . to Cahs 
with greate schippes of warre, 
And many small sailes 
were seene on their mastes. 

Lane, M88,, toL xxxriii. pp. 620, 621. 
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When they to Galas come^ 

all this comely meany^ 

Our king, full of couradge, 

carped theis wordes, 

Calleth his counsell him till, s 

to weete of their will. 

On what wise was best 

his warres to beginue. 

Some set him to a citie 

that was sure walled, lo 

And told him to Tirwin; 

a towne that was noble; 

That oft had been assaied, 

both with Emperor and other 

Yet woidd it never be wonen in warr, u 

for no weede upon Myre: *M».irf. 

There was no wight in the world, 

that Wynne it ne might; 

Yt was so deepe dolven, 

with ditches abonte. «• 
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Then our king full of coradge^ 

carped theis wordes, 

Saith, "I will sedge it aboute^ 

within this seaven daies. 

And Wynne it or I hence wynde, 

with the help of our lorde. 

Or leave here my life, 

letees I you heete." 

Thus he promised to the prince 

that paradice weldeth ! 

There were cariadges with cartes, 

and many kene weapons: 

Our vawarde full valiantly, 

avaunced themselveu^ 

With trumpettes and taberettes 

forward they wenten. 

Beside the towne of Tirwin, 

our tentes downe we telden, 

And sedged it surely^ 

on sides all aboute: 

And many a gaping gunne 

was girde to the walles. 

There they fell, at the first shotte, 

many a fell fothir. 

Of stones that were never stirred: 

80 stoutlie they shotten. 

Now leve we our king 

lying at the sedge. 

And carpe of the Frenche kinge^ 

care him behappen! 

When he heard how unkindly 

his townes they were halched. 
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He piked him to Farice^ 

for thinges that might happen. 

There called he his coonsellj u 

for to knowe their myndes^ 

On what wise was best to werdke, 

his warres to beginne. 

He durst not counter with our king, 

he was so kene holden, m 

For all the glaring goulde, 

under god of heaven ! 

Then his counsell full kentfy, 

carped in this wise : 

Saith, ''Make furth a messenger m 

to the mightie king of Scottes, 

And proferre him a present 

all of pure goulde; 

And byd him ^nter into England, 

and awnter him selven; n 

He may wynne it in ware, 

and welde as him liketh. 

There are no ledes in that lande, 

to looke him against; 

All be fiuren into Fraonce, % 

that ^proved were in annet: 'MB.pmd. 

Bat mislners and masie preiites, 

there bene no men elles.'^ 

Then the king called an Erie, 

which was a lord noble; •» 

Sir Delamote, that dere duke, 

that donghtie was ever. 

He bid boske and bowne him, 

to go on his message; 
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He was as wise of his wordes as 

as any were elles. 

Then that knight, full curtislye, 

kneled to the grounde; 

Sayeth, "I ame bowne to goe, 

as ye bid me woulde ; '' m 

And tooke his leave of the king, 

and the letter he taketh, 

Shott into a sure sliipp, 

and shoggeth over the water, 

Into Scotland, I you heete, k 

and there the king findeth. 

And proffered him a present, 

of poundes many thousand. 

For to wynde to that warre, 

and weld as him liketh, uw 

And enter into England, 

and weld yt for ever: 

There is no lede in that lande, 

to looke him against; 

All bene faren into Fraunce, los 

that fiierse were in armes. 

The king was glade of that golde, 

that the gome brought. 

And promised him full pertly, 

his part for to take, no 

That his cossen, the Frenche king, 

full sone should yt knowe. 

Then sumoned he his sedges, 

in sondry places. 

That they should be at Blacabor n& 

in their best weedes. 
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By the viii*^ daie of August, 

to knowe their kinges mynde. 

They come at his comaundment 

Ketterickes full many: vn 

From ^Akenche that strange He, "Ms.ftkenehe. 

there came a greate oste: 

From Galaway a gay lord, 

with a greate meany. 

All Scotland theder come i» 

to knowe their kynges mynde 

Many Scottes and Ketterickes 

bowed to his hande. 

Such an ost of that nation 

was never sene before ! iso 

Their names were nombered, 

to nyne score thousand, 

Truly by their owne towne, 

as it was tolde after. 

Then they light at a lotte, i» 

the king and his lordes, 

That the mightie lord Mackesfelde, 

should meane them before. 

With ten thousand by tale, 

that were tried of the best, im 

To see whether any sedge 

durst sitt him against. 

Then they rested in that realm, 

the knightes all togeder, 

Till they heard of that battaile, i« 

how that with him happed. 

Then he bowneth him boldlie, 

over the brodc waters, 
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And manly him marketh 
to the mylne feild : uo 

He robbes like a rebell, 
the right him against; 
But all light on his ledes 
at the later ende ! 

For killed they were like caitives^ lu 
as ye shall heare after. 
When the comuns of the country 
• Ms.comon. of their * coming wisten^ 
. . ledde they for fiere 
. . . elly the ferden ito 

to wynde 

Baker. 

in the Marche endes. 

But he kepeth him at Carl [isle], 

and kere would no further, i® 

He would not medle with this ma[tter]^ 

for no mans will ! 

Then a knight of that countrey, 

that knowen was fiill wyde, 

One Sir William Bowmer, itb 

that bolde hath bene ever 

He moveth toward his meany, 

with men but a fewe, 

Not fuUie five hundreth, 

that the freake followed. m 

Then mett he with a man 

that had foure hundreth^ 

That was bold bastard Hearne 

that bashed was never; 
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A warrior full wise, mo 

and wittie of deedes. 

When they were snmoned and sene^ 

those sedges altogether^ 

They were numbered nyne hundreth^ 

that was the highest nomber, y» 

And *they were X thousand by tale, *Ms.the. 

upon the other partie; 

Pull unmette were they matched, 

Mary, them speede! 

Thus *»they faren on the feilde, iw *Ms.the. 

«their foe men to seek. «m8. there. 

Never rest would those knyghtes, 

but alway rayked forwarde. 

Till they had sene that sedge, 

that they had sought after; ik 

All those starlishe Scottes 

that all the scathe deden! 

Then nighed the night, 

that byde must they neden. 

Every rincke to his rest «o 

radly him dressed, 

Not the mountenance of a myle, 

from their most enemies. 

Sone after dayned the dale, 

and the dewe falleth, w 

The Sonne shott up full seme, 

and shone over the hilles, 

Brydes brayed to the bowes, 

and boldlie they songen. 

It was a solace to see, no 

for any sedge living! 
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Then every bume full boldly, 

bowneth him to his weapon. 

Pull radly in array, 

royaJlie them dressed! su 

Our Englishmen full egerly, 

attilde them to shott; 

Skochen the cruell Scottes 

with their kene arrowes. 

Many a horse in that heape, so 

hurlde downe his maister. 

Then they fetteled them to flye, 

as false be they ever! 

Yt serveth not, for sothe, 

whoso trulie telleth; » 

Our Englishmen fuU egerly, 

fast followed after. 

And tooke prisoners preste, 

and home again wenten. 

There were killed of the Scottes m 

moe than xij scower; 

And as many prisoners 

were put to their ransomes. 

Thus were they beaten at the first braid, 

all that brawling people, >» 

And likewise in the later ende, 

as ye may heare after. 

Then the mightie lord Mackelsfeld 

over the mountains fleethe. 

And kyred to his king, mo 

with carefull tithindes: 

Telleth him the truth, 

and tarrieth he no longer; 
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Sayeth, "I ame beaten back/' 

(for all his bigge meany,) mb 

''And there bene killed of the Soottes/' 

I knowe not how many." 

Then the Scottishe kinge, 

full nighe his wanted wytte; 

And said ''On who was thou mached »> 

man, by thy southe?" 

And he promised him pertly, 

they passed not a thousand : 

"Ye bene cowards/' quod the king, 

" care mote ye happen ! sss 

I will wynde you to wreke, 

wees, I you heete. 

And lying within that land, 

the length of three weekes. 

And distroy all aryght, mo 

that standeth me before." 

Thus he promised to the prince, 

that Paradice weldeth ! 

Then he sumoned his sedges, 

and set them in order, an 

The next way to Norham, 

anone then he taketh; 

He umclosed that castell, 

clene round aboute, 

And they defended fast, vo 

the folke that were within : 

Without sooour come sone, 

*their sorow is the more! "MS.th«re. 

The erle of Surrey himself 

at Pomfret abidetb, ^ 
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And heard what unhapp 
all those harlottes didden. 
He made letters boldlie 
all the land over: 

In Lancashire belive^ »o 

he caused a man to ride^ 
To the bishopp of Eley, 
that bode in those partes. 
Curteslie commaunded him, 
in the kinges name, s«s 

To somon the shire, 
and set them in order : 
He was put in more power, 
than any prelate elles. 
Then the bishop fuU boldlie, «»o 

bowneth furth his standart. 
With a captaine full kene, 
as he was knowen after; 
He made a wee to wynde, 
to wame his dere brother, w 

Edward, that egar knight, 
* MS. repe. that * epe was of deedes ! 
A stalke of the Standles, 
stepe of him selven I 
Then full radlie he rayseth »o 

rinckes ten thousandes; 
To Skypton in Craven 
then he come belive. 
There abideth he the banner 
of his dere brother, sk 

Till a captaine with it come, 
that knowen was full wide, 
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Sir John Stanley that stowte knight^ 

that steme was of deedes ! 

With four thousand fursemen sio 

that followed him after; 

They were tenantes that they tooke^ 

that tenden on the bishopp^ 

Of his houshold^ I you hete, 

hope ye no other. sis 

Every bume had on his breast 

browdered with goulde^ 

A fote of the faireste foule 

that ever flowe on winge ! 

With their crownes fuU cleare >» 

all of pure goulde-l 

Yt was a semely sight, 

to see them togeder, 

Fourtene thousand egill feete, 

feteled in araye. as 

Thus they costen throw the cuntrey, 

to the New casteU; 

Proclamation in that place, 

was plainely declared, 

That every hatell should him hie, sso 

in hast that he might, 

To Bolton in Glendowre, 

all in godly haste. 

There mett they at a muster, 

men many thousande, as 

With knightes that were kene, 

full well knowne in their cuntrey. 

And many a lovely lorde, 

upon that land light. 
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* MS. the. Then *they moved toward the moantains m 
those meany to seche, 
Those skatell Sootts, 
that all the skath diden. 
They would never rest 
but alway dayled forward, S45 

Till they had sene the sedges, 
that they had sought after ; 
But they had gotten them a ground, 
most ungracious of other, 
Upon the toppe of a high hill, sso 

I hete you for sothe, 
There was no wee in this world, 
might wynde them -againe. 
But he should be killed in the does, 
or he could clymbe the mountains. sss 
When the lordes had over them loked, 
as long as them liked, 
Every captaine was commaunded, 
their companie to order. 
Though we were bashed of theis bumes, seo 
I blame us but littell. 
And yf I recken the Rewarde, 
1 rest must to longe : 
But I shall tell you the best frekes, 
that thereupon tenden. m 

The erle of Surrey himself 
surelie it guided. 
The lord Scroupe full comely, 
with knightes fall many; 
Yf ye would witt the winges, m 

that to that ward longed. 



1 



THE SCOTTISH FIELD. 13 

That was a bishop full bolde, 

that borne was at Lathum^ 

Of Eley that ylke lorde, 

that epe was of deedes ! 375 

An egg of that bolde erle 

that named was Standley; 

Nere of nature to the duke^ 

that noble have bene ever : 

Bat now death with his dart »o 

hath driven him awaye ! 

It is a losse to the lande, 

our Lord have his soule ! 

For his witte and his wisedome^ 

and his wale deedes^ »& 

He was a piller of peace^ 

the people amonge; 

His servauntes they maie syke, 

and sorowe for his sake. 

What for pitie and for paine, wo 

my pen doth me fayle; 

I will medle with this matter, 

no more at this tyme. 

But he that is makles of mercie 

have mynd on his soule ! see 

Then he sent with his company, 

a knight that was noble. 

Sir John Standley that stoute knight, 

that Sterne was of deedes; 

There was never bume borne, «o 

that day bare him better: 

The left winge to that Reward 

was my lord Mounteegle 



14 



THE SCOTTISH FIELD. 



•MaLanchMhiw. With many leedes of »Lancashire, 

that to him longed^ 406 

Which foughten full ftierslie^ 

Whiles the feild lasted. 

Thus the Reward in aray, 

rayked ever after, 

As long as the light daie, 410 

lasted on the grounde : 

Then the sonne full sone 

shott under the dowdes, 

And yt darkened full dymly, 
'' MS. knight. and drew toward the ^night. 415 

Every ryncke to his reste, 

full radlie him dressed : 

Beten fires full fast, 

and feteled them to sowpe, 

Besides Barwick in a banck, 430 

within a brode woode. 

Then dayned the dale, 

so dere God it ordeyned, 

Cloudes cast up full clerely, 

like castells full hie ; 495 

Then Fhebus full faire, 

florished out his beames. 

With beames full light, 

all the land over ! 

All was dampet with dewe, 4» 

the daysies aboute. 

Flowers florished in the feildes, 

faire to beholde, 

Birdes brayden to the bowes, 
« MS. the. and boldlie nhey songen; 48b 
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Yt was solace to heare, 

for any sedge living ! 

Then full boldlie on the brode hills^ 

we bushed with our standarts^ 

And on a soughe us beside^ «4o 

there scene we our enemies, 

Were moving over the mountains, 

to matche us they thoughten. 

As boldlie as any burues 

that borne were of mothers ! «» 

And we egerlie with ire, 

atylde them to meete; 

Then trumpettes full trulie, 

they triden togeather; 

Many shalmes in that shawe, «o 

with their shrill notes ! 

Heavenly was their melady, 

their myrthes to heare ! 

How they songen with a shotte, 

all the shawes over; «s 

There was a gurding furth of gunnes, 

with many greate stones. 

Archers uttered out their arrowes, 

and egerlie they shotten; 

They proched us with speires, 4ao 

and put many over. 

That the blond out braste 

at their broken hames ! 

There were swinging out of swordes, 

and swapping of heddes, 465 

We blancked them with biUes, 

through all their bright armor. 
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That all the dale dynned, 

of their derffe strokes ! 

Then betide a chicke^ 470 

that Cheshire men felden, 

In wynge with those wees 

was my lord Dacars; 

He fled at the first brade, 

and they followed after; 475 

When their captaine was away^ 

their comfort was gone; 

They were wonte at all warres, 

to wait npon the Standles^ 

They never fayled at no forward, 48o 

that tyme that they were. 

Now, lost is their losse; 

our Lord yt amende ! 

Many swyres full swiftelie, 

were swapped to the deathe ! 485 

Sir John Both of Barton 

was broughte from his life ! 

A more bolder bume, 

was never borne on woman; 

And of Yorkshire a yong knight, 490 

that epe was of deedes. 

Sir William Warkehoppe as I wene, 

was the wees name. 

Of the same shire Sir William, 

that was so faerse holden; 486 

Besides BAderam that rinck, 

bis resting place had. 

The Bame of Kinderton full kenely, 

was killed them beside; 
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So was HoNFORDE^ I you hete, soo 

that was a bynde swyer I 

Pullsewise full fell, 

was fallen to the grounde ! 

Christopher Savadge was downecaste, 

that kere might he never ! sos 

And of Lancashire John Lawrens, 

our Lord have their soules I 

Theis freakes would never flee, 

for feare that might happen; 

They were killed like conquerors, sio 

in their kinges service ! 

When the Skottes and the Ketterickes, 

seen our men sketer, 

They had greate joy of their joyning, 

and jolily came downwarde. »« 

Then the Skottes king, 

callcth to him a heralde, 

Biddeth tell him the truth, 

and tary no longer. 

Who were the baners of the bums, wo 

that bode in the valey? 

''They are standartes of the Standles, 

that stand by themselven, 

Yf he be faren into Fraunce, 

the Frenchemen to feere, *» 

Yet is his standart in that stede, 

with a styffe captaine. 

Sir Henry Elighley is called, 

that kene is of deedes. 

Sir Thomas Jarred that jollie knight, sso 

is joyned thereunder. 
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With Sir William Molynex, 

with a manfull meany; 

Theis freakes will never flee^ 

for feare of no weapon^ sss 

But they will sticke with their standarts, 

in their stele weedes^ 

Because they bashed them at Berwick^ 

that boldeth them the more. 

Lo! how he haters and beates bm 

the bird with his winges ! 

We are ferde of yonder foule, 

so Leslie he fareth! 

And yonder streymer full streight 

that standeth him beside^ m& 

is the standart of S* Tandere, 

That never beaten was in battaile, 

for burne upon lyve ! 

The thirde standart in that stidde^ 

is my lordes Mountegle; 66d 

And of Yorkshire full epe, 

my young lord Dakars^ 

With muche pusance and power, 

of that pure shire." 

Then the Skottishe kinge, &» 

carped theis wordes: 

"I will fight with yonder freakes, 

that are so fuerse holden^ 

And I beate those bumes, 

the battall is ours!" seo 

Then he moved toward the monntaines^ 

and manly came downwardes. 
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We met him in the midway^ 

and matched him fiill even. 

Then there was dealling of dentes, mb 

that all the dales rongen; 

Many helmes with heddes, 

were hewen all to peeces ! 

This layke lasted on the lande, 

the lengthe of fower howers. sro 

* Yorkshire like yome men, ■MH.York- 

egerly they foughten! 

So did Darhyshire that day^ 

deyred many Soottes! 

Lancashire like lyons m 

layden them aboute! 

All had bene lost^ by our Lorde ! 

had not those leddes bene ! 

But the care of the Scottes^ 

increased fiill sore: sso 

For their king was downe knocked^ 

and killed in their sights 

Under the banner of a bishop, 

that was the bold Standley! 

Then they fetilde them to fly, sas 

as fast as they might, 

But that served not, for sothe, 

who so truth telleth. 

Our Englishmen, fiill egerly, 

after them folowed, aw 

And killed them like catiffes, 

in clowes all aboute ! 

There were killed of the Skottes, 

that told were by tale, 
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They were found in the feild w 

fifbene thousand. 

Lo ! what it is to be false^ 

and the finde serve! 

They have broken a book othe^ 

to their blessed king^ «o 

And the truce that was taken, 

for the space of two years. 

All the Skottes that were scaped, 

were scattered far asonder! 

•MS. the. »They removed over the more « 

upon the other mominge, 
And their stoode like stakes 
and stirre durst no further; 
For all the lordes of their land, 
were laft them behinde ! eio 

'**!to*Sr" Beside »'Brankstone in a briuck, 

* MS. the bretheles «they lyen. 

Gaping against the mone, 

their ghosts went awaye! 

Then the Erie of Surrey himself, n& 

calleth to him a heralde. 

Bad him fare into Fraunce, 

with theis faire tithandes: 

"Commende me to our kinge, 

theis comfortable wordes, « 

Tell him, I have rescowed his realms, 

so right required; 

The king of Scottes is killed, 

with all his cursed lordes.'' 

When the kinge his kindnes, » 

heard theis wordes. 
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He saith^ ''I will siuge him a soulkin^ 

with the sound of my gunnes^" 

Suche a noyse to my name, 

was never heard before! oo 

For there was shott at a shotte, 

a thousand at once. 

That all rang with that rowte, 

roches and other. 

Now is this fdirse feilde, m 

foughten to an ende; 

Many a wee wanted his horse, 

and wandered home on fote; 

All was long of the March men, 

a mische£Pe them happen! mo 

He was a gentilman, by Jesu, 

that this Jest made, 

Which said but as ye see, 

for sothe, and no other ! 

At Baguley that bume m 

his biding place he had; 

His ancetors of long tyme, 

have yerded there long. 

Before William Conqueror 

this country inhabited. am 

Jesue, bring them to thy bliss. 

That brought us forth of bale, 

That have hearkened me here. 

And heded well my tale! 



NOTES 



11 And (old him to Tir-win.] 
** Skochen the cruell Scottes." 



Another of these puns occurs I. 218 : 



115 Blacabor.] Burrowmoor near Edinburgh. 

120 Ketterickes.] Probably the same as caterans. 

121 Akenche.] Orkney? 

137 MacJeesfelde, 238 MackeUfeld.^ The real leader of this inroad 
was Lord Home, the Lord Chamberlain of Scotland. See Pinkerton, vol. 
ii. p. 94. 

162 Daker. 552 Dakars.] Lord Warden of all the Marches. In 
the official account of the battle it is stated that Lord Dacre came up to 
the support of the right wing when the Lord Admiral was beaten back, 
and restored order. But complaints were made at Court, and Pinkerton 
gives a curious letter which Lord Dacre addressed to the Council in the 
following May, defending himself against the charges made against him. 

282 Tlie huihopp of Eley.'\ James Stanley, brother of Thomas the first 
Earl of Derby. He was also Warden of the Collegiate Church of Man- 
chester. He died March 22, 1515. 
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296 Edward Stanley,] He was not created Lord Monteagle till the 
following year. 

308 Sir John Stanley.] The son of the Bishop of Ely, knighted on the 
field of hattle. In one of Weher s ballads he is called '* John Stanley that 
child so young." 

324 Egilifeete.] This cognizance of the Stanleys may be ^een carved 
under an oriel window, apparently of the early part of the sixteenth century, 
in Conway. 

332 BoUon in Olendowre.] Glendale. 

360 Though we were hashed oftheis bumes, 

I blame us but littell,] These lines are evidently out of place, or 
something is omitted. Perhaps they should follow 355. 

428 With beamesfuU light.] The alliteration requires leames. " The 
while this light and this leme that Lucifer ablende." — Pierce Plowman. 

470 Then betide a chiche^ 

that Cheshire menjelden.] This check which felled the Cheshire 
men was mentioned in the Earl of Surrey's original despatch^ much in the 
same way as it is here, except that Dakars is not mentioned in the French 
gazette. He says, ** Edmund Howard had with him 1000 Cheshire and 
500 Lancashire and many Yorkshire men. The Lord Chamberlain set 
upon him, and the Cheshire and Lancashire men never abode stroke, and 
few of the gentlemen of Yorkshire abode but fled." The French trans- 
lation of this account given by Pinkerton leaves out the offensive part of 
the paragraph. The lord Dacars is perhaps intended for the lord Darcy, 
one of the gentlemen of Yorkshire. 

486 Sir John Both.] Bothe or Booth, of Barton. See the pedigree, 
Baines, vol. iii. p. 113 ; see also Notitia CestriensiSy vol. ii. p. 46. 

492 Sir William Warkehoppe.] " On the wynge of the righte hande of 
* State Paper* f vol. iv. p. 1. 
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the forwarde was Captayne Syr Edmonde Hawarde kuyght, marshali of the 
ho6te and with him .... Raufe Brearton Jhon Lawrence Richard' Bolde 
Esquyers, and Syr Jhon Bothe Syr Thomas Butler knyghtes .... Rohert 
Warcoppe .... with the men of Hull." — Hall's Chron. p. 557. 

498 The Bame of Kinderton.] Thomas Venables. 

500 Honforde.^ Or Handford of Handford. A pedigree of tliis family 
will be fomid in the Proceedings of the Historical Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire^ vol. ii. p. 54. 

502 Ftdleswise.'\ Fowleshurst or Fulleshurst of Crewe : written Fulchis 
in Iter Lancctstrensey 1. 17. Some very curious information connected with 
the Lancashire men in this battle is given by Mr. Corser in his notes to that 
Poem. 

504 Christopher Sava4ige,'\ Son of Sir John Savage of Clifton. Ed- 
mund or Edward, another son, was knighted at Leith, 1544. — Ormerod, 
vol. i. p. 526. 

506 John Lawrens.] Named in Hall. A family of this name were 
seated in the north of Lancashire ; some notice of them will be found in 
the Notitia Cestriensis^ vol. ii. p. 441. 

528 Sir Henry Kighley.] This family appears to have heen especially 
attached to the Stanleys. 

530 Sir Thomas Jarred.] Gerard of the Bryn, ancestor of the present 
Sir Robert Gerard of Garswood. 

582 Sir William Molynex,] Of Sefton. See Proceedings of the His- 
torical Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, vol. ii. pp. 164, 249. 

546 The standart of St, Tandere.] It should be of St. Cuthbert, under 
which the troops of the Bishopric fought There is an account of it, and 
also of the Scotch standard which was taken to Durham, in the Bites of 
the Cathedral of Durham, published by the Surtees Society. 
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611 BrankttoneJ] The MS. bas brymttoney which, if a joke, is a very 
bad one. 

637 Many a wee wanted hi$ horse, 

and wandered home onfote.'] " And the nyghte after many men 
lost there horses and such stofie as they left in there tentes and pavilyons 
by the robbers of Tyndale and Tividale." — Hall's Chron, p. 564. 



GLOSSARY. 



Attild^ 217, 447, past tense of attil, 
to design, prepare. Unto ItaiU v€ 
attil. — Crawin Douglas, 

AwiTTBR, 70. To adrenture. 

Bbhappbn, 50; happen, 255. BoCrU, 
betide. 

BnjTB, 280, 303. Soon, immediately. 

Bbtbn, 418. Kindled. 

Blanckbd, 466. Made them blench ? 

Braid, 234; braue, 474. Attack, as- 
sault. 

Bratbd, bratdem, 208, 434. Made a 
noise. 

Briuck, 611. Brook. 

BuRHB, 212, sape, Man, warrior; 
BABiTE, 497, Baron f 

Bushed, 439. Error for basked, got 
ready. 

Carped, 4, 22, 49, 64. Spoke. 

CmcBLB, 470. Che<^. 

Cloe8,354; clowbs,592. Valleys, dells, 
doughs. ^Clewis, Gatrin Douglas, 

Comb,!, 303, 306. Came ; Lane. coom. 

Co6T£N, 326. To coast, pass, go I 

Datled, 345. Error for rayled! 
Strayed, HaUiweU. 

Datned, 204^ 422. Dawned. 

Dedeh, 197. Did. 

Detrbd, 574. To dere, to hart. 

Derb,81. Noble. 

Dbrffb, 469. Strong, yigoroas. 

DoLTEN, 19. Dag. 

EoiLL FEETE, 324. Eagles' feet. 

Epe, 297, 375, 491, 551. This word does 
not appear in the Glossaries, bat is pro- 
bably the same as the Northumberland 
Tap, which Brockett defines apt, 

Sick, and says, ** Saxon Crep, astutus. 
Pierce Plowman I find Yep, which 
Dr. Whitaker considers of toe same 
origin, and explains in the sense of 



alert and rigorous." Yepely (of Geap* 
lie, Sax.) cunningly, wisely. — BaiUy. 
Both Etmuller and Bosworth take 
Qeav in a bad sense, crooked, de- 
ceitml, but are hardly supported by 
their references. 

Faren, MCBpe. To fare, go. 

Fblden, 471. Felled, made to fall. 

Fettbled, feteled, 223, 325, 419, 585. 
Prepared, ^ot ready. The common 
local meamng of fettle is to mend, or 
set right. 

Fimdb, 598. Fiend. 

Flowe, 319. Flew. 

FoTHUt, 39. The meaning seems to be 
that many a huge heap of stones that 
had never been stirred before, fell at 
the first shot. 

Freke, freake, scBpt. Man ; used as a 
term of contempt oy Gawin Douglas. 

FdBRSB, VUIB8E, FDERdEMBN, FCERSLIB, 

106, 310, 406. 495, 543, 538, 635. 

Proud, fieree, furious. 
GiRDB.42; ODRDuro, 456. To posh.— 

WUoraham*» Chsth. Olosaary. 
CrOMB, 108. Man ; Saxon soma. 
Halched, 52. HaUiwell has Halehe, to 

loop or fasten. — Oavayns. 
Harlottes, 277. Apphed to men in 

Chaucer and Pierce Plowman.*- See 

Wrighet GUrnary. 
Uatell, 330. Noble, of gentle blood. 
Heapb, 220. I'roop. 
Heete, hbte, Bcspe. To tell, to promise. 
HriTDE, 501. Courteous. 
Jest, 641^ obst. Lat. gesta ; applied 

to metrical romances. 
Kerb, ktred, 165, 240, 505. To return ; 

Saxon. 
Ketterickes, 120, 127, 512. Caterans, 

highlanders. 



28 



THE SCOTTISH FIELD. 



KiNDNBS, 625. Clerical error for high- 
ness. 

Latkb, 569. Strife of battle, sport.— 
Saxon. 

Lbbdbs, lbdbs, lbddes, 73, &c. People, 
sing., man, lad. 

Lbtees, 28. Error for leedes. 

LossB, 482. Honor, praise. 

LoTTi^ 135. Halliwell has Lotien, to lay 
in apibush ; and Lowte, to be quiet. 

Machbd, 259. Matched. 

Maklbs, 394. Peerless, makeless. 

Markbth, 149. Marcheth. 

Mbanb, 138. Halliwell has «to go 
lamely. — i^ortA." 

Mbanby, 2, &c. Followers, troops, com- 
pany. 

MiSLNBRS, 77. Millers. 

At home is left none in the hud 
But joulthead monks and bunten Mars. 
«. • • • 

Or priests pratinf for padding shiTes, 

Or mUlnen madder than their mulls. 
Weber, 187. 
Modntsnancb, 202. For mountance, 

amount, distance. 
Nbdbn, 199. They must nssd abide. 
NiOHBD, 198. Drew nigh. 
Or, 25, 355. Before. 
Pertly, 109, 252. Openly. 
PiKBD, 53. Stole away. "Sithie, he's 

pyking of." See thou, he is stealing 

away. — Cheth. 
Prestb, 228. Ready. 
Prochbd, 460. Approached. 
Radly, 201, 214, 300, 417. Quickly, 

readily. 
Repe, ^6. Error for epe ? 
Raykbd, 193, 409. Rushed, advanced. 
And ryght as Robarts men 
Baken aboat.— Pteire Plowman's Creed. 
Rbwardb, 362, 402, 408; ward, 371. 

Reargued. 
RiNCKE, RTNCKE, 200, 308, 416, 496, 

Soldier, warrior. — Saxon jtiac. 
Seene. Saw. 
Sedge, 23, 39, besiege ; 48, siege ; 113, 

&c., speannan, warrior. 



Shalmes, 450. Fifes ? 

Shogobth, 94. To jog, to vacillate tQ 
and fro. — Bailey. 

SiTT, 142. Set. 

Skatell, 342. Scathful, scathliche? 
pernicious. 

Skath, 343 ; Scathe, 297. Hurt, da- 
mage, mischief 

Sketer, 513. Scatter. 

Skochen, 218. Scotch, stop, hinder. 

SouLKiN, 627. Mass for the soul, 
requiem ? 

SonoHE, 440. Shaw, wood ! 

Southe, 251. Sooth. 

Starlischb, 196, probably for Scarlisbe, 
affrightened. 

Stbde, 526 ; stiddb, 549. Place. 

Stepe, 299. StipeSf a branch ! 

Swapping, 465, 468. Swapped; to 
strike. 

SwYRE,484,601. Esquire. 

Syke, 387. Sigh. 

Taberbttes, 35. Drums T 

Tale, 149, 186, 594. Count. 

Telden, 38. To place a tent. 
And ten thousand of tentes 
TddU beside.— Pierce Plownutm. 

TiTHiNDBs, 241 ; TiTHANDEs, 618. Tid- 
ings. 

Umclosed, 268. Closed round about. 

Unmbtte, 188. Unmeetly, unequally. 

UiTBRED, 458. Drew out. 

Wale, 385. Courageous, choice, good ! 

Wee, 294, &c. Man. 

Weede, 16, 116. Dress, armour ; 537, 
error for iw«. 

Webte, 6. To wit, to know. 

Welde, 30, &c. To wield, govern. 

Were, 86. Wee f man. 

WiiTiB, 181. Knowing; perhaps equi- 
valent to ept supra. 

Wreke, 256. To avow. 

Wynde, 25, 99, 363. 1^ wend, go. 

Yeroed, 647. Dwelt. 

YoRNE, 570; pi. of yore? Ready, 
eager. 
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It is to be regretted that there is no date to this curious Record, 
which is partly written on both sides of two long sheets of coarse 
paper, fastened together by strong thread. The writing is clearly 
that of the early part of the reign of Henry VIII., and the docu- 
ment was found in the Muniment Boom at Middleton Hall. 
From the dispute to which it refers having arisen previous to the 
death of John Radclyffe Esq. in 1513, and being continued in the 
lifetime of John, son of Bc^er Eadclyffe, who died a minor in 
1518, as well as prior to the attainment of knighthood by Richard 
Assheton, it may be safely inferred that these depositions were 
made about 1514 or 1515. 

The history of commons — of pasture, fishing, estovers, turbary, 
&c., with its divisions into common in grots, i^ypendant, i^ypurte' 
nant, and pur cause de vicinage, is a wide sul^ect, and ne^ not 
be introduced here except to mention thai this dispute seenu to 
have ansen out of the last named, by reason of neigfaboorhood, 
being a liberty wbidi the tenants of one lord in one township had 
to comnum with the toiants of another lord in an adjoining town^ 
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ship. The teoants of Middleton and Radclifle had been accu5> 
tomed, time out of mind, to have commoii promiscuously in botb 
lordships, hciug contigTious and open to one another; but the 
property of the soil of Cockey Moor seems to have been, perhaps, 
altogether vested in the lord of Middleton. See Jacob's Lam 
Diet, in voce Common, 

The verdict of the Attorney General and Jurors, who were all 
magistrates and influential men in the couuty, and closely cou- 
Bected by family ties with both the disputants, has not beea 
recorded; but as there are no evidences relative to the litigation 
remaining in the court of the Duchy of Lancaster, and as the 
township of Ainsworth continued to be parcel of the Manor of 
Middleton and passed with a coheiress of the la^t Sir Ralph 
As she ton to an ancestor of the Earl of Wilton, the present owuer, 
it may be fairly assumed that the decision waa in favour of Mr. 
Assheton. 

It is just probable that the claim of the Radcliffcs was not quite 
destitute of foundation nor unrecognized by the jurors, as at this 
day a small extent of land, being a plantation of fifty or a hun* 
dred acres, within the parish of Radcliffej is called Cockey Moor, 
having been originally part of the common and adjoining the 
small hamlet of Starling in the township of Elton in the parish of 
Bury^ being on the east side of the moor. This plot formerly 
belonged to the Radeli3'e» of Radclifie, 

The litigation, however, respecting Cockey Moor, did not termi- 
nate with these " Exaniynatyons/- as, in the 3rd Edward \^. 
(1549,) Richard Assheton prosecuted in the Duchy court Robert 
Aynsworth and others for trespassing on grounds called " Cokka- 
more/' in Aynsworth in Middleton (CaL Plead, p. 232), In the 
same year and in the same court, Rol>ert Aynsworth and others^ 
tenants of Aynsworth, prosecuted John Harper respecting a dis- 
puted right of common on Cokkey more waste in Middleton (7^* 
p. 262)* The various feuds and disputed claims respecting the 
commons, with the riots, assaults, and rescues which arose out of 
them, were, during the first half of the sixteenth century, a fruitful 
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source of emolumctit for the lawyers and of anxiety to tlie liti- 
gants, as the Duchy Records abimdantly evince. 

Richard Assheton, involved in this dispute, was an eminent man, 
and his name is still fragrant in his native village. He distin- 
guished himself by Mb bravery and valour at Flodden, and by hie 
piety and munificence iu rebuilding the Church of Middleton. 
He added considerably to his paternal estate, retained the royal 
favour and his country's gratitude, avoided the pilgrimage of 
grace, embraced the reformed faith, and, dying in a good old age 
2 Edward VI.* escaped the persecutions of the nest reign. It 
might seem that he did not obtain his spurs in gentle Surrey* e 
camp, and yet his chivalry must have won the prize on Flodden 

I Held, 
On the death of John Radclyffb Esq. unmarried and a minor, 
28th August 1518, anno 9 Henry YIIl* the ancient inheritance 
passed to Robert Radclyffe, Lord Fitzwalter^ afterwards Earl of 
Sussex. 

There is something characteristic of the times in the various 

■ services imposed upon the humble sons of the Church here named 
by the several Rectors. The parish priest and chantry priest 
obtained their eggs and garlic, their poor John and haberdine, by 

■ the discharge of laborious duties, which the patron's son, dwelling, 
in Scripture phraseology, " amongst his own peoplBj** might deem 
incompatible with gentle blood and academic lore ; bnt which 

■ the canons and constitutions of the Church and the rugged sim- 
plicity of the age considered to be in harmony with a profession 
of religious poverty, and not unbecoming in mcu who undertook 
to secure the repose of dead priests and to provide for the ease 
and dignity of bring ones. It would be interesting to know the 
relative merits and accomplishments of these two wealthy Rectors 
and their sacerdotal assistants, especially of Aasheton, the son of 
Lc patron of the living, and of Isherwood, the parish priest for 
[thirty-seven years; the latter devoted to a life of active piety, 

' "^f Bjcbord AMbeton, Esfght, %im* Jintwrij) S Edw. ^i'^— Regitttr nf 
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and the fonner the kinsman of belted knights with '^ spotless 
shields/' and the associate of laurelled warriors^ squires, and 
yeomen erewhile rejoicing in the ''form and force'' of English 
bows and quivers, and not unacquainted with the daggling splen- 
dours of the Court. His position and wealth would fit him for 
achieving apostolic triumphs amongst the more influential of his 
parishioners, whilst the pastoral staff and wallet, the devoted life, 
and, it may be hoped, blameless character of the venerable parish 
priest, would be appreciated by the rude and honest people of 
Cockey, and thus bring honour to his frock and a blessing upon 
the diocese. But a great crisis was at hand, the dawn of which 
had been long foreseen — and probably at Middleton. 
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EXAMYNATYONS taken att Mydleton in the C5y 
OF Lancast* affore M? Heskethe lerned in the 
Lawes towcheynge Cokeye more 

^rte Aynsworthe. 

RYO. HESKETTH 

DepoSon f infonnacon a for M* > AlexandP Radcliff Robart 
LoDglej Bobart Dokynfeld Edmnde Assheton Thurstan 
Tyllysley Bertylmewe Holcroft Esqwyere and many oy* 

rr that the said tretors shall take to theym whom yay lyst to Rede the 
Enidence of both the pte} of y® bovnds of the towne} of Anysworth 
and allso of RadolyfiP 

that the said tretors w^ sych consell as thay thinke mete w^ thaym 
examyn all sych wyttenesse} on ay^* of the said pte} seSally ychond^ 
by theym selfe to shew what thay can y^ is to say all sych wittne} 
as is broth^ afor thaym by M^ Assheton to depose where the bonds 
of Anysworth expsed^ in the euydenc of M^ Assheton be ^ therto 
sett the newe marks q^ tokynes q so to bonde how feere the town® or 
bamell of Anysworth extends ^ where 7 all Ookaymore or what pcell 
there of Is wythyn the said bonds or pcell or belongyng to Anys- 
worth afor said 

that lyke ordur be takyn to pve how fferr the bonds of the towne of 
Radclyff extendyth ^ wythere y^ xx acrs of pastur In the forest of 
totyngton speciffied In the euydences of M^ Radcliff be any pcell of 
Gokeymore or not 

' W, an abbreriation of Master. ' either. * each one. * brought. 
' expressed. * township. ^ whether. 
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It 



U^. 



that botli the pteya bryng afore the said tretors all sych euydeuce) q o\^ 
thyngee as tbay will abyde opou for tliere ptey w*owt ftbrther deleye 
g no more euydencef at toward to be schewde thochyng* the p^.3 

that the said Awarders chose to th&jrm Thoins Howredeu lemyd 
in the lawe and mette opoii the said ground ^ catisyd the said Bye. 
Aflsheton to bryng forth his wytteaej ^j recorde} wy*=he the said Eye 
Broght [viz.] xiii** [men] wyche knewe the meyrej and bonds of the 
said Townej as it hath beu vsyd ^ coetomyd syth the tyme owt of 
mynd wyche namej aperj^h afi^ that is to wyt (m^ y* iion of thes 
roe are dwyllyng w'm ye towne of Medulton nor Anysworth) 
* Rauff Brygge of the ago of Ixx jcrf 

John Cay the son of Thonf a Cay of y* age of Ixxiiii 3ert 

Wyirra Sand' son of the age of Ixvi jerf 

Jamys Anysworth of the ago of Ixxxi 3erf 

Jamys Crompton of the age of Lex j erf 

John Crorapton of the ago of Ix serf 

Elyfl Cay of the age of IxxTi 5 erf 

Laurens Lomarg of the age of Ixx jerf 

Ely a Holt of the age of Ivj jerf 

Rauff Cay of Wcdell of y* age of Ixxii jerf 

Thotne Gay of the age of lii jerf 

Edmnde Grenhaghe of y® age of Ixii )erf 

Pera ffletcher of the age of IxiiU yerf 
Wherof the said Awarders choee vi of these wittene; y' is to ^tt 
for Bye, Aseheton ptey 

Willi"m Saund'eOQ of the :gch of Bolton and of the age of 
Ixvi 3erf 

John Crompton of j* |?ch of y* Dayne ^ of y^ age of Ix 3 erf 

Jamys Crompton of y* ^ch of Bolton and of y* ago of \xxx 
3©re 

Elys Cay of the pch of Bury q of y« age of Ixxvi jerf 

^ oihcf , ' toucliiug. ' preimsoa. 
* Mkdj of tbese indJTidiuiU &fo mentioned amongst tbe tfisftuU of Sir Thomja FQ^ 
iisghm of Bmy, Kitt., m deods dated 9 Hon. YI., la Hen. TI., 16 Had. YT*— Xd«e« 
M88.f ToL xnTiii, pp. 5, 7, 11. 
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Jatnys Anysworth ofy* pch of Bolton of y*" age of Ixxxi jerf 
Lawrena Lomaf^s of y« pck of Bolton of y* age of Ixx 3 erf 
All these swome opon a boke afbr Alexaiid'*^ Radclyff Robart longley 
ThoEtfs Howreden lerned in y*" la we Rob art Dokyufeld Edmnde 
Aflsheton Thursta Tyllbley BertiJmew Holcroft Esqwyero to leyd© 
the ineyrej truly betwene Anyswoth c Radoliff 



diff. 



that is to b« knawn that the said vi men ledde these tnayre^ foloyng 
opon thayre owthe)^ that is to wytt hegynuyng att y" csarlyll moEm 
betwene Radcliff ^ Aoysworth q so foloyng the mayrej vnto Byngley 
Hey ^ so to Ryngley Yate ^ ^ ^^^^ Ryngley yorte^ e so foloyng 
ryngley yorte vnto a hegge^ ^ a dyche wych deptej* Aynsworth c 
Bra<lshaw ^ so vnto the comelP of a hegge wych doptys Bury C now ^wtSnTud! 
Any s worth so that now^ pcell of Cokey more was in Badclift' 

And also these said vi men schende^ opon tlieyre owghtej afor the 
said awarders y' att y* said Cornell of tlio hegge hard besydo the howao 
of John Opynshaw metys in pictiej^ y^ is to wit Medulton pch Bury 
pch c Radcliff pche so y* a ma may sett a iii fotyd stolo in e'uy pTch 
a fot© t> so thay myght do in ii oy^ placej of Any s worth and so thay 
fihawid opon thayre owghtej y' jay iien knew ner neu herd tell But 
that all Cockeyraore was in Anysworth w^n y** pich of Medulton 
and no pt of hit in Radcliff pich (> y^ jay wold take opon tbare charge 
yay VTold make unaware at the drefuU day of dome 



r 



that I S' 01 uy^ Issherwode beyng pische pst^ of Medilton xxxvii** yera 
depose testify© ij recordo I so long t}'TOe beyng yer*** so mony yerej was 
commandet xv'* ycrc} togcthur beyng pTsche pste to Syr John Barton 



departfl, i,e. aeparatcs. 



1^ OBtha, * yort, a field. Lane, OIdmm, ^ hedge, 

' comer ; see Halliwetl iu eoeg. * ud. 

^ stn, say ; tend^ iaid ; the word is etOl ua^. ' pari«h». 

I ' TW diity of ft Pariih Priest before the Eeformation waa not to pr^oh but to 
fctiend to tbe offices of the Church, to hear coufefstoni, to abfolTO the pemtont, to 
-ruit the akk, And to hurj the dead. leherwood teem* to luTa been a Ctirate^ and 
ihe Eectora whom bo eerred probably took Uttlfi duty thomfi^^lrca. It is the nme 
•till on tb6 Continent. — Boe Wurdaworth'a 2i'oUM ai Parity p. 12I| 12mo, 1&&4. 

"thettf. 
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pson of the eame opon tuseday ia the Becunde weke of cleyne lentonT 
to syt att Radclift' church to here confession of tho crystyn pepull of 
the hamell of Ajnsvorth q aft*" his diesease I was then adrnittjd to 
the fliiriic ^vice w' M' Edmwde Aesheton now beyng ^son of Medul- 
tou xxii^^ yerej ^^ in these yeres afor sayd I have had eu w* roe a pate 
or tow ^ most in especiall S'' Laurena Smyth cheantre pst of MedUtoii 
w' oy^ gnd psts that we clieasse^ to helpe tne at such seasoiiB/ this tjme 
was in the dayes and lyff of Syr Olyu Sniethnrat Syr John Bynde- 
glaa Syr Thome's Blaclaw Syr Hugh BadclifiP and Roger Longworth^ 
all these beyng psons of Radclitf oon aff a nother in my tynie the 
lords of Radclif in theae yerej I beyng here at Medilton were named 
Jamys Kadcliff John Radcliff his son Hie. RadcUf the eon of John 
Sen^ and John brother to the said Ric. q now John the son of Ro^^ 

^ deau-LDiitf or the eprmg de&n^isg, HolHweU qucttee a bAlkd, hj Elderioti, on 
Lniam St«^^ begmoiiig — 

" X^qtqn atuffya ctim to the towne, 
The clenaynge weeke ctims quicklje : 
Tou knowe well mowgho yow muat kaetile downe, 

Cum on, take aashi^ tryoklj, 
Thai nether are good Hesho nor fishe. 
But djp with Judaa in the djahe. 
And kefipo a rowte not worthe a ryabe." 

MS, Mhmote, m, I U^ 

* We cboM, i.e. the Eactor &&d the deponeat, 

* None of thews Bectora occur in Bainei's Catalo^a of the Eeetore of Raddiffe. la 
the 4th Hpd. VL (1425) Chrifltopher le Walker waa Rector of BadeUmf, — Xai»c. 
MSS, ToL niF. p, 297. 

* Agaes, daughter = Jamea Eadclj-fife of Radclyffe EBq.= Cecilia, widow of Sir John 




df Euby, 



Bon and heir 20 Ileti. Yl. Ivrmg Lcycwter of Tahkigh co> 
17 Ed. IV. 1477. Cestr. Knt. 2nd wife. 



John EBdoliflb, ion and heir, ^ I**^ daughter of Hugh Tildeatej of Tildesley Esq. 

Eliiab., d, of=Richard ltadclyffe= Alice, dau. of John KadcljiTe Koger Radcljffet^ 

NichoJns Bj- Eaq. BOnand heir, S' B' Aaaha- Haq. wt- ¥> 16 Eaq. Mt- 20 Jan. 

ron of 0*y- aettled his Cfitat©* tou of Mid- U. VIL ob, 6 16 H. V1I» obw 

Ion Eb^, by wiU 16 H. VIL dkton Knt- H. Vni. a.p.l ante 4ih April 

a-p- Sheob.ieai. 5 H, VHL 



Jolm Badcljfle of RaddjASe Eiq, mn and heir, born about 
ob. utLmarrted 2B Aug. 151S, anno 9 Henry Vm. 



b^ 
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aU ihese lorde} of R^elif in mj tjme thus I com jag open tuseda^^ 
ttext aft^ palme Sonday to Badclif g y^^ berde the Confessio of the 

said crystyn pepull of Anysworth e y^ mynystret to thaym the blest 
Sacrament of the Awt ^ ^ at such seyson had w^ mo at all tymes my 
Maj9T6 proctors* to roeeyue my maists dutf ^ of all the liamell of 
Anysworth ^ in the&e yers (► in my tym© I neu herde no of all these 
psons afor eaid aske clayme no no ma in thayre name no dutf tethea 
emolimets that corny s or rises by the grace of god in Anysworth (j cok- 
key more hot hit was payd to my mayat's paonii of Mmlilton S' John 
Barton ^ M^ Ednmde Assheton w' owte any exceptio or claymo or 
any tytiU tyll tliis new late diseorde fell betwene M* Assheton of 
Medilton and M' Radclifof Eadclif also I neu herde tell in my day oh 
J* no of theae lordej of Eadclif a bowe^ rehersyd neu made clayme ne 
tytyD to Cokkey more at no tyme ne neii occupy d nothyng y^ hot be^ 
lycence of the Lords of Medilton ^ that I hauo deposed afor Laurens 
Starky M' Snaydo M' Bloudt? and inony other p&ons beyng psent 
the same tyrae and this 1 wyll abyde by as a true prest 03ght for to 







ShroTe Tuesdjij, tho beginning of Qmwirftgissimii or the Lent Fwt, was the most 
seiMon for receiTing the auricular confeatioii of the peoLtent's sins, and of 
inipoainf: penances prior to absolution ; but the samo disaipline aeomA to hiiTe b&cn 
cottOBUwilj otMcrred here on ISienky in PiBwon Week, 

* thcie* 3 The Bam&ce of the Mnaa, or Holj Gommunioii. 

* Ppootoqw — proetimtors, the bailifll or colleetofsi of the fruita of a bcmcfice for 
snotber. 

^ Duties, not onljr the cufltomarj L«nt of enngt called Quofdragesinuil oi Easter dues, 
bul ftJjo iuch of tbo tithes and obUtioni « were at that seaion dae to the mother 



itiroh. 



aboTe. ^ but bj. 



in 
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M**. that I S^ lawenc Smyth chauntre pst at Medilton xxxvi'** jreres past 
boyng now of the age of Ixxiiii*^ yeres beyng pyehe pst at Badclif 
xv*^ wekea <> may remembur well when S^ John Bendeglas waa pson 
of EadcUi* e ^^^' bj^ ^' Thomas Blaclawe S^ Hugh Raddiff q S' 
Roger Longworth all the§e beyng psons of Eadcliil' oon aft? a nother 
in my tym© of Eememb^ance and cont*?nually I have labiiryd w^ the 
pish pst© of Medulton to sit upon confescion w' hym euy yere oon 
tweseday next aftnr palme Sonday at all tyniys my MaiaVs proctcPs 
[went] to reseyue my niaia?s duetf of all the ham ell off Any s worth q 
Cokkey more In the ' yere3 ^ in my tyme I neu herd non of all these 
psons afor said clayme ne no man in thayr name no dttett tethes 
emoUmentf that comya or rysys be the grace of god in Anysworth ^ 
Cokkey hot hit waa payd to M* pson of Medilton S' John Barton ^ M* 
Edtnnde Assheton w^ owto any exception or clayme or tytill tyll 
this newe late discorde fell betwene M* Assheton of Medilton c M* 
Bade] iff of Radcliff Also I neu herd tell in my dayes that non of 
theao Lords of Radcliff e a boue rehersyd neu made clayme ne tytyll 
to Cokkey more at no time ne neu occupy d there bot be lycence of 
the lords of Medilton and that I wyll depose and^ 1 ehuld dept owte 
of this wo^ld 

i Signed) 



I 



J 



JL^ S^Y^^^'^^^^f^'^f p^^^ 



M^i that I Wylli°m Mandevell beyng s^uand xxii yerej (> proctor of Medil- 
ton xx**" yeres depose testefye c tecorde y* I have reseyuid all inaB of 
duete ptenyn^ to Anysworth t> Cokkey more in the pishe Church of 
Radcliff tyll the vareans was betwene M' Assheton of Medilton and 
M^ Radcliff of Radcliif and eyne then at the Chapell of Cokkey more^ 

^ these. ' erea if. 

* Thii is the ctrliest me&tioii of Oockoy Oiapel yet diBCororod. Wben Bishop 
0utT«ll f tjled it " T017 m^detlt," he probablj meant that it had <»xist«d prior Xo ttn* 
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thejre resaynjng to M^ Edmnde Assheton pson of Medilton all 
maSl of thethes as calf colt lambe swanne faleyng be the grace of 
god on the said more w^ all maol of duete nothjng except q that no 
pson of Badclif ne no man in his name nea claymyd non sych 
thyngB Q that I wyll testefye recorde and depose apon a boke yff nede 
reqnyre syth the 7ere3 aboffe said 



(Signed) 






J^O 



cte-2- -fd ynAff-^ 



rw—^ 



Bflfotmation. It was original^ a Chantxy vith an endowment, probably erected for 
the me of the tenants of the manerial Lords of Middleton, and for the benefit of the 
Lords themselTee. — NotiHa Cett,, ToliL parti p. 105, and N6U», 



14 



EXAMYNATYOXa TQWCH£¥KGK COKEYK MOEE 



THE EXAMmACION of Witnesse in the ma? 
of trail HO betwene Ric. Asalieton Squyer opon 
the one ptie and John RadcUfF Squyer opon that off 
ptie afowro Rye* Esketh conceniyng the title of j* 
comyn pasture e turbero opon Cokkey more for the 
ptie of the eeid Bic. Assheton 

James OpeaBhawe of the age of Ixxv ^er^ examjnt opon a boke seyeth that he 
knaweth that S"" Bauff Assheton S' Bic. Assheton (; Bic* Assheton 
haue ben peseably poseeesed c eeased of y* said Cokkey more now in 
trausB and y' the tenants of the eeid John Badcliff nor none of yaira 
neu hade nor occupy ed comyn pasture nor turbare opon the seid more 
hot yf it were by lycence of y" said S^ RaufF S' Bic. or Ric. or suin 
of thaymo except it were pronely* that the said S' Rauff S^ Ric. ^ Rio* 
nor yair tenants hade now knawlege }^of and forther he seyeth that 
all the caluoa colte} q lambej that haue bene calued foled or lambet 
opon the seid more haue bene tythet to y^ paon of Medulton for the 
tyme beyng And that the hyuej that now stand or haue stondm 
opon the Intak now in the holdyng of me the aaid JamcB haue ben 
in likewise tithed to the said paon of Medulton And eu that he seyeth 
that the ten^'nts of the said S^ Rauff S* Ric. c ^^^* haue yerely 
■drywen^ the catell beyng on the said more (• the tenants of the said 
John Radchff nor none of his anncester3 neu medelt y^w^ 



George Kirkman Edmnd Grenehalgh Elys Bothe John Bradley (; John Harp 
exament opon a boke deposen (j sayen that all the sayings q depoei- 
oions of the seid James Openahawe ben true 

- Comjnons were requi»d bf tile 32d Henry VIIL c 13, to be *lpiTeii ymrlj tl 

Mkbflelma«, or withiu Bflem days ftftiir; but the castom had long e^t«d. 



.-■■ii- 




TEMP. HEN. VIIL 



1& 



THE EXAMINACfON of Wyttenesse in the 
mar of travesse betwjxe Eye. Asslieton of 
Medulton esquier opon tbat on pty q John Eadclyff 
of Badclyrt" esquier opon that oy^ pty 



Hannall of the age of Ixxv }Qf^ examyuet opon a boke say the that he 
wafl borne in Anysworth q and dwellyd thcyre I jgvq or he went 
thense c syth he come to Reyson ^i Reyaon had he neJ kuewe ne neii 
herd tell that now^ Lord of Bad cliff neu made elayme ne tytyll to 
Cokkeymore ne neu occupy od there but by lyeena of the lord of 
Medulton but now on lato tyme/ Also the said John sayt that he 
hath ben at the dry^vyng of the said More oftyn tynies q thay of 
Bury hath met thayru at borema dych q they of Radclyff nor non of 
thaym neS meduly t there w*/ Also the said John say th that yf thay of 
Bury fond^ any of RadclyflT bests thay pendyt^ thaym in bury fold* 
and yf we irf Anysworth fond any beat^ of Radclyif we pendyt thaym 
in Anysworth fold q thay were glad to borow thaym by licena and 
&o Bury q we neu pendyt nowther other but droffe the hesta ou the 
dych agayu c on a tyme the said John Remebers well that he q John 
Crompton ^ other were at the dryvyng of the said More c there m 
caprLls^ of Radclyf y* were wyld (t wold not he dryven c y^Q^^ droff 
_ of thaym into a myrsje^ ^ on of thaym was maid^ q drownyd in 
the said myra3G and neu non of Badclyf askyt no mend^ for it and 
thua I wyll make gud aa a trewe ma oght to do 



h 



r 



yrkema of the age of Ixyj 3er<> ^ was borne in Anysworth c his 
ftather afor hym wychc was callyd Ely Kyrkema ^ was of the age of 
Ix3txj 3 ere or he deyd sayth that he nor hys father afor hym herd neu 

U neS knew that any of the Lords of Radclif had any Byght oe 



' HQ. ' found. ^ impounded. * fildfold. 
* C3^vnli wem probubly wild goatfi ; although the term '* wild" is oommonlj applied 
tn the neiglibotirhood to *a.j tmrnanngcable ttnim&L Thej wife not beuti of tbc 
forest, cha^, ax warnm. 

i minb. ^ mod. 




IG 
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neu made tjtyll nor claymo to tbe said more but occupyed hj 
lycona ^ that John Openshawe that ded is borojd* hys heai^ by a 
borgh* q a wedde^ ^ pmysed to trespas no more <j laurena Alyns 
Hugh Herdnia (j Jamys Hcsrdma all these had they re bests pendyt 
in Anjsvvorth q come to the fold of Anjsworth ^ borovd by lycena ^ 
proniysed to bold thayre best ^ be syde the more araoaeth or vj weka 
afor Elys bothe John Harp Ttionias Anyaworth John Bradley ^^ 
other Q that there wa& ueu 3atG^ cotue vp to cokkoy tnoro owte of 
Radclyff but a LetuU Eeke^ that was for the most part teyed fast vntjU 
now on late tyme thys waryens^ fell ^ thys I wyll oiake gud as a trao 
man o^ght to do 

Arid also the said George Kirkma sayth that he may Beraembnf 
Uiat the lords of Medulton and thayre ten nts bath ym proyed'^ thaym 
Q taken owte of cokkeynioro itii intakks^ ^ so is occupy ed at thys day 
as seuall^ ^ that neu no lord of Eadclyf medult there w^ And also 
that he Kememburs that John Opynschay that wag the sune of Decon 
Opynschay oy^wyae callyd Rye. Opynachay desyred the said Georga 
apon a tyme to goe to the lord of Medulton to get hym lycens for to 
take in half a nacre of cokkeymore for to socure^^ h}'s howse from 
the beats of the More that wold rub downe the woys ' ^ 



VVillni Hepe off ye age off \x zor^ say the y* opon xx^ jer^^ past he jorneyd to 
Badclyf to bye beae q mett w^ Jamys Herdman and Rob* Alens 



* From boppeh, A. 5., to h&iL ' A bojish, X S.^ a surety. 

^ A pebb«, A. S.^ a pledge. * g*te- 
* A flako ia s pnlbg or hurdle, a temporary gate or door. — Halliwetll in Pt>6e. 

* Donbtleaa the Tftrianeo almost IM to tear, ^ improTcd. 

^ ItiicIjO»u;^ ftQWL the cotninou, 
' That u a poriioii of common aaaig aed for a term to a partlouhir pi^prietor, dba 
other commoDcra wairing for the time thoir right of commoQ over it. — Hunter Ofl 
ShaJttpeartj ¥0h L p. 267 ; Ilftlliweli^fl I}iHionatyf toL ii p, 724, Hares, howeror, 
asaigus the preci&e meaukg here girea to the word i *'ui auciloBcd p«ature as oppo««d 
to an opcD Jkld or co Damon." — In voce AxrxEiX. 

^° »ecure, 
" ivalla, built of ckj Of tunbcTj or both muted. "Woys" is it£U the tru« 
rertuiouhif. 
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sajd to tbeym j^ ihxy [had] affeyr^ ease off kokkey mor to put 
ther besse^ on c the seyd Jame} c Bob^ seyd they bade bit bot by 
lycens 



ffor Kockay More — ex parte Radclyffe. 

Lumals of the eygb^ of Ixxxxiii [93] 3er says the Lord [of] Badolyff and 
bystenands have ocupyett eu cokkey mor tyme owtte of mynd uontyll 
the tyme on Bye. barton y* was lord [of] medylton mad a pyfold on 
cokkey more and pynyd the besse of the tenands of Badclyif And 
Jamys Badclyff y^ was att y^ tyme lord of Badclyff sends his son and 
bis beyr to breyke the fold and to take owte thayre bests/ And 
tbeyn by the space of xxx 3er q mor ytt was occupyett ploysablo tyll 
the tyme that S^ Bye. Assbeton late lord [of] medylton q Bye. Assho' 
ton now lord of medylton mad tytyll vnto the afforsayd cokkey mor 

Ako y« afibrsayd Bye. says y^ xxx }er^ past S' Bye. Asshoton mad 
tytyll to Badclyff mor cald the qwytte mosse and cokkey mor And 
tbeyn the afforsayd S' Bye. Assbeton lord of medylton c Bye. Ha<l- 
clyff lord of Badclyf were boundc by oblygacyon to abyde tlie dmiM 
^ the awarde of S' John bothe knyth e lord of barton q Wyllyl 
Badclyff lord of Ordsall as towchyng the morys afforsayd/ And so 
the aforsayd Awarders mett on the qwytte mosse in Kaildyff and 
theyn ytt was meyrytt and awardett that thay shuld occupy^; tuAlusy 
mar as thay had down affortjrme 

Also the sajd Bje. sayi j* on Bye. Opynseha h«yr r/ Hut Ncha« 
ioke a eoerocheoieiitt on cokkey mor w^ y* Ijeens off John fUyklyff 

> To ifiiM or after, horn ^ter, aa oU knr Utm (f/r Uf wtAtUf m *'^m%rft% ; >mi»^ 
mfflerert wen m. sort of ■bbcthI arfciten, vfc«M \mMti0sm wm U$ tMm» n^m 'tiA^ 
wkfll rfitr Acj tho«^ flbMM U «i^«lf»i if0f *)Kitmm offnMm mA ttMJ^ f/f Imt. 

ved m tW GMKta L«t mA Bm^M hf tfar nfctwr, /ri^, m «o<w. Sm»m, *Mi. 
' Tl» ■■■i«lw fhnl of liw^ M(i «i«ll ftfMi 0mm0 A Ir^mt, * 4fi, 

c 
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lord of Eadclyff aud the sayd Rye. Opj^nsclia occupy ett the sayd 
encrocheraeott by the space of xx^ jer And theyu Jhon hya son 
occupy ett hytt hys tyme and theyn on Jam" Opynscha d welly ng i 
eynysworth^ a brother of the aSbresayd John occupyett ytt by the 
space of iii or iiij 5 erf beyng nott heyr/ And on John OpyBBcha 
beyng heyr and owtte off the contre att y* warres heyring tell y^ hy« 
UDCull John and hys fether wer^ ded came home and claymett hya 
land and the afforeseyd Jam* wold not sufFur hym to occupye ytt ne 
to haue dedya^ hentyll the tyme he was agrett w* all/ And y* affor- 
aayd John gaffe vnto the afforaayd Jamys a pccU of money and gaff 
hym lycens to occupye y* afforseyd encrocheraentt and to sett in hys 
hywes^ and now y* lord of medylton claymes ytt for hys owne 

Aho the sayd Rye, says that Cokkey nlor hath beyn occupyett w^ 
y' tenands of Radclyff w* turber to gyff and sell att thayr pleymur 
and to comyn paatur w* all thayr bests 

Also the thejythea* that hath newytt^ on the forsayd mor aa fowle 
calfe lambe and wole w* all other thyngs thjyable^ hath beyn gyften 
vnto the pson of Radclyff and ao jett' ytt is occupy ett 

WyUyS Schoamyth of y* egh of Ixxiii }er^ says y* John Radclyff y^ was lord 
of Radclyff XXX* 5 ere past gaffe lycens vnto on old Rye, Opynscha y* 
was heyr of the Scha to take a encrochementt on Cokkey moi^ and 
ther in to sett hya hywesy the afforaayd Wyllya was by att the same 
time 

Ako y« afforesayd Wyllya says y^ on John Opynscha the qwich 
was heyr vnto the afforesayd Rj<^ occupy ett the afforesayd encroche- 
mentt xv** jer^ and deptyd® w^owte yssewe 

' Ainflworth. ^ title deetk, ^ hifoi, * tUbe*, 

' Tbui word does not occur in If nres or HalJiwall. Tt m6»ta miaem, ftficmed^ or b*^ 
tomB duflj ftUbougb its et jmoa is dQubtlul. 

«ttth«»bb. 'yet, ^hlTei, « departed — dkd. 



TEMP. HEN. VIII 



19 



F 



And on Jamjs Opjnacha d welly ng in" Ajnysworth brother of 
e affbrsayd John occupy ett the land beyng not lieyr by y« space of 
tu or iiii jer And John Opynscha beying heyr and in* the contre 
hejryng tell y' hya grandfather ^ father wei^ ded came into the 
CODtre and claymett hya land/ the afforesayd JaniyB wold nott snffur 
hym to occupy e hya land ne to baue his dcdya vnto the tyme he was 
agrett w' all/ And then the forsayd John gaff vnto the afforsayd 
Jamys a pcell of money to haue bye lands and deda/ And gaff him 
lycens to occupy e tlie encrochemeutt w' hys hywes/ and tlie lord of 
edylton clames ytt aa a pcell of hys owne lande 



Aho the said Wyllya say a y^ xxx jer^ past ther was wary ana ^ 
betwixt S*' Rye. Asshcton lord of m edylton ^ Bye. Radclyff lord of 
Baddy ff as towchyng cokkey mor ^ qoytte^ mosae in Eadclyff/ The 
aftbreaayd partyes wore bonden by oblygacyon to abyde the dome 
and awarde of S^ John bothe knygbt and lord oii" barton ^ Wyllyi 
Badelytf lord of Ordsall/ And tbaye mett oii the qwytte raoaae 
in Radclyif and meyrett ytt betwixt tbeym/ and awardett tliaym to 
occupye cokkey rnor as they had down affortyme// The same 
Wyllyi was psent att the same tymo and dyd help to make a dych 
^^^ the qwytte mosse the qwych ys the meyr jett 



^Ht 



Aho the said Wyllya now tenand to the lord of Kadclyft' hath 
occupy d Cokkey moi^ w* all li)'a bests and hath had turber* to gyff 
and sell att hya pley^nr and gyifen such thyes* as thei^ hath newytt 
vnto the pson of Radclyff 



erdmon off the eygh of Ixiii ^er^ says y' hya father and grandfather 
haue en occupyett cokkey mor w^ all thayr bests and theyr haue had 
turber* to gyff and sell att thayr pleysur Also the sayd Jamys says 
y* thay haue paytt thayr theythes viito the P'soo of Badclyffe as 
jowle ualfe lanabe wole w* aU other theythes y* ther^ wei^ newytt 

hkw dwellyng in a place cald lytyll levu^ wHn the parech of 



^QV 

^mc 



' qu. out of. 



Tanaxiti^t 



* white. 



* tithe». 
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bolton in j« morys and of ye eygh of Ixxxiiii 3er^ says y^ he was 
howsehold S'vand att Badclyff by the space of Ix '^eP past and 
theyn the lord of Badclyff ^ tenands had comyn pastor^ to cokkey 
mor a£forsayd/ accordyng to the saying of they s men wry ten affor' 

Also the aiforsayd John says y^ xxx^ y&t^ past y' was awayas^ 
betwyx S' Eyohard Assheton and the lord of Raddyff theyn thay 
wer both greutt^ to abyde the dome ^ the awarde of S' John bothe 
knyght e lord of barton and Wyllya Badclyff lord of Ordsall and 
so thay meyrett the qwytte moss betwyx thaym and cokkey mor 
thay wer bownden by oblygacyon to occupye as thay had don afibi^ 
tyme for eu^ 

Also the sayd John says that qwen the waryanc and mettyn^' 
on cokkey mor was betwyx Bye. Assheton now lord of Medylton 
and John Badclyff lord of Badclyff y^ last deytt^ Theyn he and ▼ 
other psons y* ys to wytt Jhn Walker Wyllya Haslu Thomas 
ffleccher Perys Holt q Bo§ Leyu^ testefyed this mat for thrwe^ afibr 
me lord the Justys of Lanchast'. Also the sayd John ys cotente to 
testyfye ytt open the holy ewangelyst^ 

* There is no instance of tliis form of the word yarianoe in It^ares, Halliwell, &e. 
3 agreed. ' meeting. * died. • true. 
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pA&K 7* " Mr, Ileshethe."] Eiehard Heskelh waa a Tnenxber of & Lan- 
casbire family not unlcnowu eitbcr to Listory or bemldry. He was tbe 
second eon of Robert Hosketh of Rufford Esq. and of AHce bfs wife, daugti- 
ter of Sir Robert BootU of Dtitibam Massey Knt. ood nieco in linJf blood of 
WTence Booth, Arch bishop of York and Lord Cbancellor, wbose birth 
•wna not obscure, and whoeo merits were various. See Campbell's Lwes of 
Ztord Cha^eeihrs, toI. i. p. 389, Baines states (voL ill, p. 427) tbat tbe 
Heskcth pedigree has been "evidently drawn up witb great core," and 
yet implies that Richard Hesketb a mother wm not Alice Booth, (p. 426,) 
on altogether unwarranted inipHeation. Nor is this the only erroneous 
statement in the pedigree, Richard Hesketh hebg there recorded as the 
husband of Grace, daughter of John Towneley of Towneley, whereas he 
tnanied Elizabeth, daughter and heire«8 of Cnthbert Clifton of Clifton Esq. 
by his wife Alice, daughter and coheiress of Sir John Lawrence of Ashton 
Hal! near Lancaster Knt. Having no issue by Richard HesJceth, whom 
ihe mirvti?ed, she married secondly Sir William Molyiienx of Sefton Knt- 
(a widower,) and had issue by him one son, who inherited her manor of 
Clifton, and two daughters* Grace, daughter of John Towneley, was 
tbe wife of Sir Robert Hesketh, tbe nephew of Richard here named ; 
whilet Thomas Hesketh, Richard's elder brother, married Grace, daughter 
f Sir Richard Towneley Knt but had no child. — ifarl, if^; Whit- 
atcer's ffUt, of WhalUff, p* 344; Bainea, vol iii. p. 428, Notei Lane, 
MSS, vol, xii. Fed, Richard Heskcth belonged to a Lancastrian house, 
and being brought np to the law^ was indebted for bis promotion to tbe 
good offices of Margaret Countess of Richmond and Derby, the generous 
patroness of learned men* His in fine nee in Lancashire was great, and his 
practice of the law profitable to himself, ajid it may be hoped not less so to 
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his clients, og hU name Jrequently occurs in Lancashire eTidences, in con- 
jwnctioE with Sir Anthonj Fitzherbert, L&wyer Hawarden, and others. In 
1506 he wag eiigag(?d ia the ^reat suit respecting the will and subsequent 
proceedings of the feoffees of Warden Huntington of Manchester Collegej 
(Not. Oesir, ToL ii* part i. p, 60,) and he was appointed an eEecutar of tie 
will of Thomas first Earl of Derhy K.G- dated July 28th and proved 
November 0th 1504, being therein styled ^*a trusty servant" of that potent 
nobleman. His official connection with the Derby family also led to liis 
appointment e^ an exccntor of the will of Thomas the second Earl, who 
died 23rd May 1521, along with hia brothers Thomas Hesketh of RuSbrd 
Esq., Hugh Hesketh, Bishop of Mauj and others, who are called the 
Earfa " trusty friende," Cardinal Wo key, the Lord Chancellor, and Hugh 
Oldham, Bishop of Exeter, being amongst the aupervisora of tbe wUL — 
TeMamenta Vetttsta, vol ii. pp. 460, 590. Richard Heskcth was appointed 
Attorney General of the Duchy of Lancaster by Henry VIIL and died in 
tbe year 1520, 12 Henry Vllh— Lane. MSS. voL ul 

Ibid* '^^Alexand^ Haddrffl'*] Alexander, eldest son of John Kadclyib 
of Ordsall near Manche^ster Esq, (oh. 12 Henry VH.) by hia ivife Eli^abolh, 
daughter of Sir William Bfcretoa of Cheshire Knt, succeeded (5th May 
149S) his grandfather William RadclyfTe of Ordsall Est^* who had married 
Jane, daughter of Sir Edmund TralTord of Trafford Knt. Alexander Rad- 
clytfe was bom in 1476, knighted by Henry VIH. and being High ShedlT 
of Lancashire in 1540 at the death of Heniy VIH. was continued in tlte 
office by Edward VL during the following year* He married Alice, daugh- 
ter of Sir John Booth of Barton Knt, and dying at Ordsall 5th Febmaiy 
1548 ceti seventy-two years, was buried with his ancestors in the Choir of 
the Collegiate Church of Manchester. — Lane. MSS. vol liii ; BaineSj toI 
L p. 205. Hia inquisition vras taken 3 Edward VI, See A^of. Cestr^ 
¥oL ii. part L p. 67, If^^e 6. 



( 



Ibid. " Robart Lon^iey"] Eobert, sod of Thomas;, and grandson and 
heir of Robert Langley of Agecroft Esq, and of his wife Eleanor, daughter 
of William Radclyffe of Ordsall Esq. (Booker's PreM^kk, P- 196,) which 
match is not, however, recorded in the elaborate lilS. pedigree of Radclyffe 
of Ordsall deduced by Wilham Radclyffe Esq. Rouge Croix (Lane* MSS. 
vqI. xiii. p. 106). Robert Langley, maternally descended from the Assbe- 
lona, wm the manerial lord of Prestwich, and presumed to be descended 
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from ihe LaDgleys of Langtcy in tho adjoining parish of Middleton, Cbe 
patent Lotiflo of Cardinal Langley, and an offshoot from the great feudal 
family of Middleton of Middleton. He \va» horn in 1491^ and in 1512^ 
being then aged twenty years and six months, succeeded his grandfather. 
He was knighted ty Honry VIII. was twice married, lind died in 1561 eet. 
70, s.p.m* being the last heir male of his family who resided at Agecroft. 
An mteresting account of the old Hall of Agecroft is given in Booker's His- 
tory 0f Prutwkh^ (p. 198 et setj.) Some ineraorislg of the rival houses of 
York and Lancaster still exist in ^'the storied pane/ and the initiBlsJ^* ISt 
(Heniy and Elizabeth) and M. IL. (Robert Langley), with the armorial 
bearings occur in fioverol of the older parts of the house. This ancient seat 
is still occupied by the descendant of the Langleys. See Kctitia Cistr. 
ToL ii. part i* p, 51. 



Ibid. ^^Bobari Doki^nfeld.*'] Robert, son of Robert, and grandson and 
heir of John Dukenfield of Dukenlield in the county of Chester Esq, by 
Hs wife KathcrinCt daughter of Sir John As^heton of Assheton Knt, and of 
his first wife Isabel, daughter of Sir John Elland of Brighouse near Halifax 
Knt. a lady who, according to the Lancashire pedigrees of the family, mar- 
ried four husbands: (I) Oliver Mirfield of HowleyEsq., (2) Sir John 
Melton of Aston; (3) Sir John Watertou of Methley; (4) Sir John Asshe- 
ton, who was made Knight of the Bath at the coronation of Henry IV. and 
Captain and Bailiff of Coustantine in France, On a brass in Wakefield 
Church was ibis inscription : 



^jsfftrtim mtptv itfQttM 3Snfjanntrf 
^itUtlS ^iTit, mjt tertia SUii 




{Lane, MSS. ToL 3ti.) Eohert Dukenfield 
(13 Edward IV,) Elbabeth, daughter of — 
the county of York Esq. He was living in 1512 



here named, married in 1 473 

- Mirfield of Howley Hall in 

The Baronetcy con- 



ferred upon Colonel Dukenfield, the parliamentary partisan, in 17 Car* II* 
tias descended to the Rev. Sir Henry Robert Dukenfield the seventh Baronet ; 
but the principal Cheshire and Lancashire estates have long been alienated 
from the title. 
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' Ib ID. '* ^(Im unde A isheton.**] Ed m an d , so n an d h ei r of J olin A sslieton 
and of his wife Lcttice, daoghter and coheiress of Perkin Talbot of Shuttle- 
worth in Whalleyj Esq. and grandson of Edmund Assheton (second son of 
Sir Thomas Assheton of Assheton KntO the fir^t of Chadderton in right of 
his mfe Johanna^ one of the danghters of Richard Radclyffe and a coheiivsK 
of her grandfather Sir John Radclyife of Chadderton Knt es^bealer of Lan- 
cashire 12 and 14 Henry VI. who was the hneal descendant of GcoffVey de 
Chadderton, a younger son of Richard de Trafford, living in tlie time of 
King John (see Lane, MSJS. voL ssxi. p. 172, from the record in Colh Arm. 
London)* Edmund Assheton here named married Jenuct, eighth daughter 
and coheiress of Sir James Harrington of Wolfage in Brix worth in the 
county of Northampton Knt» (he oh, Ctli June 1497) and of his \vife 
Isahellflj daughter of WilHam Rndclyffe of Ordsiall, E&q. He died 34 Hen. 
VIIL (1542), having purchased Shuttleworth Hall and !and& in Hapton, 
and was BeijEed also of lands in Chadderton, RochdaIo» Oldham, &c. his 
and heir James Assheton being at that time of the age of 48 years. — L 
MSS, vol, xiii. p. 171. The last heir male of the family, the Rev. Wiliiata 
Assheton, sold the estate* and was buried in bis own Chapel, within Presl- 
wich Church, 2ath February 173] -2.—/*. 

Ibid, « Tkurgtan Tt^U^sU^r] Thurstan Tyldesley of Tyldesley and 
Wardiey Esq. was son and heir of Thomas Til deal ey Esq. who ob. 1 8 Hen, 
VII. (1502), by his wife Anne, daughter of William Radclyffe of Ordsall 
Esq. and great nepliew of Thomas Tyldesley Esq. Sergeant at Law^ who 
died 12 Henry IV. (1410). Ue was the fourth m descent from Thurstan 
Tyldesley who obtained the manor of Wardiey in the time of Edward III* 
by his mamage with Margaret, daughter of Jordan, son of Richard de 
Woraley Esq. and to which Jordan his elder brother Henry gave the manor 
of Worsley* (See Lane, MSS. vol, iv. art, W&ride^, and Whalhy Couch&r 
BQok^ vol. i. pp. B^% Wote, toI iii* p* 888, Note.) Thurston T/ldeslc)- 
here named was in the comnjission of the peace and a grand-juryman for the 
county palatine of Lancaster, 14 Henry VIII. (1522). ^Lttm. MSS. vol 
liv. p, 47- He married twice ; first Percival, daughter of Geotfrey Shakerley 
of Shaker ley in the county of Chester Esq. by whom he bad issue Thomas 
his heir, three other sons, and four daughters; and by bis se^^nd wife* 
Jane, daughter of Ralph Langton, Baron of Newton, he had issue three 
daughters and one son, Edward, who succeeded to the Tyldesley estate, 
hereditary from the time of Henry IIL or John, and t.lso to the Deputy 
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Foresterslii[» and Lotlgc of Myer&cough, held uoder the Duchy of Lancaster. 
Thtirsiitti Tyldefeiej? died 1 and 2 Philip and Mary, m which year hia^mqul- 
sitiou was taken, titid the division of the Tyldeslcy eetate followed hie death, 
his BOii Tliomas ijucceeding to Wardlcy in Tyldcsley, with a reputed mesne 
manor, nod to the Billsborough property. The former was sold in parcels 
by Thurstan, son of this Thomas, and lather of Sir Thomas Tyldesley of 
Gray's Inn Kut. Attorney General and Vicc-Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, — See Lane. MSS. vol m.; vol. xiii. Fed, ; vol. xxiv, p. 360 ; 
and Dr. Ormerods MS* quoted in the Stanley Papers^ part ii, p, 197, 
ifote. 

I Bin. ^^ Bffri^lmeve Holcroft.'*^ Bartholomew Holcroft Eaq. a Lanca- 
shire mi^atrate 14 Henry VII I. and presumed to be of tlie family of Sir 
John Holcroft of Holcroft in the pariah of Leigh, — Haines^ vol iii. p, 129 
et scq. His name does not occur in the Holcroft pedigree& nor in Graftou's 
Lancashire Collections in the College of ArmB. 



PiOK 8- '' Thomits ffowreden"] Thomas Ha warden, " learned in the 
laws," and in 1519 Deputy Recorder of Chester, and Clerk of the Mayor's 
and SheriiFs Courts in that city, was the son of Thomas Hnwarden by his 

wife ', daughter of John Leycester of Tabley in the county of Chester, 

and grandson of John Ha warden of Ho warden in the county of Flint, who 
married Amabell, daughter and heiress of Hugh Wolston of WoJston in 
Warrington in the county of Lancaster. It appears from the Visitation of 
Ltkftcmhire in 1567 in Coll. Arm. that Thomas Ha warden Esq. here 
named, married Jane, daughter of John Stanley of Lathoin Esq. and had 
iasue John, {in the comraiaerjon of the peace for Lancashire — Lane. MSS, 
tdL xiv. p. 47,) who died in 1556 sei/^ed of the manor of Wolston, who by 
wife Ellen, daughter of Ailam Hulton of the Park Esq. had two sons 
and tw^o daughters, the elder son, Adam, leaving by his wife Alice, daughter 
of Sir William Norres of Spehe Kiit., John, who died apparently »*p,, and 
five daughters; Elizabeth, the i^cond daughter, conveyed the est&te of 
Wolston, 20th August, 1574, to her husband, Alexander Standish of Stan- 
diah Esq. in whose family it still remains. The old Hall has or had within 
it a domestic Roman Catholic Chapel. In 1613 the Hawardens of Apple- 
ton in the county of Lancaster recorded a pedigree of four descents, but did 
not trace their connexion with the Wolston house. In the Lane. MSS. vol. 
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jtxjtviii. pp. 402 — 105, there b a collection of absiracts of deeds rektiiig to 
the manor and family of Wolston of WolstoQ from about the time of Henry 
IIL to 7 Edward IV* Tliey were probably the desccjidanls of the Banmi- 
tera lords of Makerfield, of whom they held their lands. It Ib not 
how the lawyer here named was connected, if at all, with John Hai 
Esq, nominated Attorney General for the Duchy of Lancaster by Edi 
IV, in 1482, and who had an annual fee of v? xiii" iy\ which, it may 
safely assumed, would only be a smalt part of the emoluments of his oMoe, 
(Baines, vol. L p. 139; iv^ p< 579, Note^ and p. S2l,) and who was also 
Justice of Chester, and ob. 15th October, 1502. — MS* Notes of the City 
of Chester from A.D, 1300 to I620j formerly bolon^g to the Kev, William 
Richardson, Vicar of St John's, Chester, 



Page 9. " *S^ Oiu^ Issherwode'*] Sir Oliver Issherwode, a long-Hted 
parish priest^ occurs 12th June, 18 Ed^vard IV., {1478}. In that year 
*' Magister Jolies Scolfeld et Oliuerua Y&cherwode capellani,,*' were feof- 
fee« of Hugh Holt of Ash worth in Middleton in the county of Lancaster 
Gent, and at that time reconTeyed to Holt (the descendant^ through a 
female, of the old feudal family of Middleton of Middleton) his manor and 
lands of Ash worth, as welJ as his personal estate, which had been escheated 
by Thomas Lathom, the King's Escheator in the county of Lancaster, or by 
Akn Holt, his deputy within Salfordshire, This property having been 
sold to Richard Barton of Middleton, James Rudcliffe of RadcHffe, and 
Adam Holt, on the 1st April 27 Henry VI. (1449), owing to the ouUawiy 
of Hugh Holt for an offence against the King committed in the county of 
York, it is probable that some political transgression hod led to its cou^^ 
cation, and to its purchasej eTidently for the heir* by fatnily connections-^ — 
Lane. MSS. voL xi. p. 268. On the 10th November 15 Henry VtL 
(1500), Henry Holt of Balderston (near Rochdale)^ Thomas Hill, and Oliver 
Usaherwode, Capelh were feoffees of Ralph Batter worth of Low Hou^e 
in Butterworth- — Ibid. voL i. p, 159. Once more he ia found as an 
attestor at Mil n row as '^Oliver Issherwoode, Cop ell/* on the 1 th March 
12 Henry VII L (1520), which induced the writer many years ago to con- 
clude that he was chantry priest of MiJorow, and as he here styles himself 
''quondam'' parish priest of Middleton, (about 1514 or 1515 J tlie conjec- 
ture may still be allowed, — MS. Catalogues of Vicars and CUrt^y ofMoch- 
dale ParUh^ Lane, MSB, He became parish priest to Sir John Barton 
before the year 147S, and remained in that office until tlie Rector^ death. 
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afaotit 1493. Mr. Edmund A&9lieton apparently hod die benefit of bis ser- 
vices for twenty-two yeara from the ktter date. 



H Ibid. "j%r John Bartm'] Sir John Barton, Bector of Middleton, ha« 
escaped the notice of all tbe local historians, and finds no place in any of tho 
Tiaitfttions or other genealogical collections. Dodsworth has a meagre out- 
Jine of tbe family, from which it appears that Roger de Middleton (who pre- 
aented bis eon John de Middleton, clerkj to tho Eeclory in 1297 — Lafic* 
MS*9.voLxW,p,57 — and ivbosesoii Iif>bert granted nil big lands in Middle- 
ton to Roger his father, by deed dated 24 Edward I. — lb. p. 50,) was fined 
for settlement of bis estate 10 Edward II, (131G), and died before 16 Ed- 
ward IL (1322), leaving by bis w^h Agnes six datigbters, his coheireaaes, 
af whom Matilda, or Ma ad, th^ eldest, married John Barton of Fry ton in 
Rydale (tbe John de Kydale of Baines and otiicrs) in the North Riding of 
the county of York, hy whom she had probably Ralph Barton, who died 
seized of the manor of Middleton 8 Henry IV. (1406), and a son and suc- 
cessor, William Barton of Middleton, who married (ante 44 Edward IIL) 
Isabella, danghter of William de Radclyffe (alive 6 Henry V.) whose son 
and heir Richard Barton (alive 6th September 9 Henry V*) had issue two 
Bons, viz. Richard J who married Alicia, danghter of Sir John Byron of 
Clayton (alive 5 Edward IV. and then a widow), and John Barton^ who 
married Margaret, daughter of Sir Nvcbolaa Byron Knt. Margery, sole 
daughter of John, and heiress of Richard Barton, (whose son Thomas ob, 

B^.p., and whose son Richard appears to have had no male descendants 
capable of succeeding to tbe inheritance) married (covenant dated 15 April 
17 Henry VL) Sir Ralph Aseheton, tbe owner of Middleton jure uxoris. 
He was the eon of Sir John Aseheton of Assheton by bis second wife, 
Margaret, daughter of Sir John Byron of Clayton Knt. — Laite. MSS. vol. 
xjtxvii. p, 197, el vol. xiv. pp. 58 — 75. Sir John Barton became Rector of 
Middleton before 1478, and died about 14 9B. He probably is tfie same per- 
Bon who 25 Henry VI. (1446)^ along with James de Radcliffe Esq., Richard 
Barton of Middleton Esq*, Job a de Badclyffe, Richard de II ling worth, (John 
de Barton^ clerk,) and Richard, son of Richard de Barton, conveyed to 
Richard de Radclyffe del Rhodes tbe lands which they had received as 
trustees of Richard de Bamford in Middleton, Spot land, Bury, Witbington, 
&c,^LflfJC. MSS. vol Jtiv. p. 80. He also occars 21 Edward IV. (1481 ), 
when Henry de Holt of Balderaton grants to John de Barton, Rector of the 
Ctiurch of Middleton, Thomas le Wryght, Vicar of Eccies^ Richard, son 
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and heir of Wiltiam de Hiitou Esq., and John, brtjthcr of the said Hichord, 
all Ids lands called the Kirkbok in Balderstoii, the attesting witnesses bcbg 
Richard dc Barton, Tlioitias Hopwood^ Ralph Orrell, and EH as Entwisle.^ — 
/A. vol xiv. p, 86. 



Page 10. ** M^ Edmnde Aseketoft,*^ Edmund Aesheton, Clerk, Kecior 
of Middlcton, appears in the MS. Pedigree of the familj, deduced by Mr. 
Yemoa of Shakerley in 1676, as tlie third and youngest son of Sir RicbarA 
A«sh€ton Kntj the third head of his family seated ai Middleton, and of his 
wife, Ann, daughter of Sir Robert Foulhurst of Crewe in the county of 
Cheater Knt. A coraputiLtbn of dates would^ however, rather leaxi to the 
Conclusion that lie was the niiele of that distinguished individuate whose 
father died 2Sth April 1507, and in the following year his son and heir, 
Richard, wa« found by inquisition to be of the age of 26 years (bom about 
14S2), and not likely to have a son Rector of Middle ton when he himfelf 
was not more than 34 years of age. The Rector was therefore, more pro- 
bably, the son of Sir Ralph Assheton, who had married the heiress of the 
fiartonS; ouc of whom lie succeeded in the living of Middleton about the 
year 1493. On the 6t!i Juno S Henry VIII. George Atherton of Atherton 
Esq, conveyed to Richard Assheton of Middleton Esq., Edmund Assheton, 
clerk. Rector of Middleton, and John Hop wood of Hop wood Esq,, all bis 
lands in A&htoa in Makerfield^ and the services of Sir Edward Stanley 
Knt,, Thomas Gerard of Bryn Esq., Thomas Hesketh Esq., &e« — Lame* 
MiSiS, vol- xiv., p. 76, Edmund Assheton occurs in the manuseript pedigree 
as living 13 Hen- VIII. (152 1), and it is there noted — "In the Parish 
Churcheof Middleton^ on a brasse plate on a tonibe, I flnde this inscription; 

l^tc forrt ^agitiltfr etrtnuntin^ ^^A%tton 
Aettur iMtifetf ecrif ^iac qui B6i{t ijii" 
Hit mm^ti ^bgb^ti ^M* m.U.rru- 
Tra ia'mintCiTlt^ €> Cujbtf n\*u p'pi* 
tittux ©rbrf* ^mnt. 

I gvessc this to be this Edravnd*" — Lane. MSS. vol. iii, p, 231. Dr. 
VVhitaker states that the ecclesiastic here named \vns Rector in 1 324, when 
Middleton Chureb was rebuilt, and conjectures that he was the founder of 
the Choir and North Chapel This supposition is founded on incorrect 
data, OS Dr. Whitakor's transcript of the hmss is inaccurate. The dat» 
given by him is the "20 August !532," whilst that given by Mr, VeraoB, 
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the fiimily genealogist, is xxii August 1522, and so given in Mr. W. Sparrow 
Simpson's list of monumental brasses in Nates and Queries^ May 5, 1855. 
A recent writer perrersely adds to the perplexity by printing the date of 
the Rector's death 20 August 1524. — Butterworth's Historical Notices of 
MiddletoHy p. 27. Since Whitaker's time, this low and Tenerable tomb has 
been concealed by alterations in the Rector's Chapel ; but during some ju- 
dicious repairs in February, 1834, remnants of it were discovered which fix 
the date, but the mutilated tomb and brass were afterwards closed up, and 
now remain concealed from view. Whitaker had seen the brass, as he 
correctly described the Rector as being pourtrayed in his priestly vestments. 
— WkaUey^ addenda, p. 525. 

Paob 12. ''>$" laurene Smyth chauntre p'st at MediUon.'^ He was 
probably the priest of Cardinal Langley's chantry, founded by that learned 
Ecclesiastic in Middleton Church about the time of Henry Vl. See NotUia 
Cestr. vol. ii. part L p. 98. The Cardinal, who died in 1437, appears to 
have been the friend, or at least the associate of Warden Huntmgton of 
Manchester College, 13 Henry VI. — Lane. M8S* vol. xxxviii. p. 9. But 
long anterior to this date, William de Langley, clerk, was Rector of Middle- 
ton, and at Preston 4 Edward III. (1330), released to William de Walton 
and his heirs all his (Langley's) right in a messuage and two acres of land 
in Weswall, in Walton, &c. — Ih, vol. xiv. p. 75. 

Paoi 17. ^^ Sr John bothe hnyth q lord o/bartonJ^ Sir John Booth 
of Barton, the seventh in descent from John Booth of Barton, living 
35 Edward I. (1306), was son and heir of Thomas Booth, by his wife 
Agnes, daughter of Sir John Assheton of Assheton, and was the husband of 
Helen, daughter of Nicholas Byron of Clayton Esq., by whom he had issue 
a son and successor, John, and three daughters. — Lane. MSS. vol. xii. 

Ibid. " WyHya Raddyf lord of Ordsall.'^ William Radclyffe was 
the eldest son and heir of Alexander, and grandson and heir of Sir John 
Radclyffe of Ordshall Knl. He married Jane, daughter of Sir Edmund 
Trafford Knt, and djring May 5th, 1498 (13 Henry VII., his inquisition 
post mortem being taken anno 14 Henry VII.) was succeeded by his grand- 
son and heir. Sir Alexander, eldest son of John Radclyffe Esq., who had 
died 12th April 12 Henry VII. v.p., by his vrife Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir William Brereton of the county palatme of Chester Knt— Zofio. MSS. 
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yoL ziiL pp. 195-6. This Sir Alexander was contracted in early life and 
afterwards married to Alice, second daughter of Sir John Booth of Barton, 
mentioned in the preceding note. — Ihid, vol. zii. 

Pagb 19. ^^John Crdchlawr\ For an interesting accomit of the Critch- 
laws, see Hunter s Life of Oliver Heywood^ p. 7. It was probably the 
grandson of this Yenerable man who, about twenty-five years after this time, 
'* did not scruple to spend the afternoon of the sabbath-day in shooting at 
the butts on Lomas Moss, then a piece of uninclosed ground not &r from 
Little Lever.** Mrs. Critchlaw, his good wife, " attended the zealous minis- 
try of Mr. Hubbert at the chapel in Ainsworth (Cockey) about a mile from 
his residence." — Ibid. p. 8. 
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A HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT 



CHAPEL OF DENTON. 



I 



The township of Di^uton is situated about six miles east- south- 
east from Manchester, in the Poor-law Union of Ashton-under- 
Ljne, to which it elects ooe GuardiaU;, and in the Magisterial 
Di?isioii also of Ashton. It is included in the Polling- district of 
Manchester, and contained in 1853 seventy-four county voters. 

It ia bounded on the north by the townships of Gorton and 
Audenshaw ; on the south by the river Tame, which there forma 
the division between the counties of Lancaster and Cheater j on 
the cast by Ilaughton township ; and ou the west by Keddish and 
Gorton. 

There are fourteen places in England and Wales bearing this 
designation. 

With the single exception of Haughton, there is perhaps no 
township in the parish of Manchester of which, historically 
upeaking, so little is known. This arises from its isolated posi- 
tion, having been un traversed by any of the various roads which 
connect Manchester with the adjacent smaller towns. The 
formation of the Manchester and Hyde road within the last few 
years has done much to hnng it into notice and to raise it in 
character and importance. 

Its etymology is Dean^tonf Dene-Um, or Den-Xon^ which in 
Anglo-Sa^on signifies a town or village in a narrow valley or 
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dale enclosed on both sides by bills, and often cxbibiting woods 
and streams of water conveuieut for feeding cattle. A portion 
of the townsbip now known as Daneshead Bank seems to have 
been in the fourteenth century equal if not superior in import- 
ance to Denton proper, which was then called "Denton subter 
Deneshagh/* or ** Denton under Downeshagb/^ admitting of the 
interpretation^ the woody vale; and there is evidence of many 
parts of Denton having at one time been overspread with woods, 
whilst the rest of the township was a barren heath or moor, the 
latter feature being still indicated by the name of a farm which 
bears the desi^ation, " Holland Itloor Farm/' 

OtherSj but with small probability of truths derive its name from 
Dane-tan f associating the township with the Danes who in their 
invasion of this country about the year 870 seized upon '^^lanig- 
ceastre" or Manchester, after an obstinate resistance on the part 
of the Anglo-Saion population* The supporters of this latter 
derivation instance the names of Daneshnt in Denton, of The 
Danes and Dane-heys in the adjacent township of Gorton, and 
Dane- head and Dane -wood in Audenshaw ; but this opinion is not 
descrviug of much credit. 

In the 3 Edward I. (1273) the Abbot of Cokersand was 
summoned to answer before the King by what authority he 
claimed certain privileges and immunities in Denton and Haugh- 
ton, &c» He pleaded that he and his monks were absolved 
^m the payment of fines and taxes within the said limits by 
a charter granted by King John in the seventeenth year of his 
reign (1215), wherein the King not only conveys to his, the said 
Abbot's, predecessor two carucatcs of land at Newbigging near 
Singleton, but also confers the privilege above recited. He pro- 
duces also in further confirmation of the justice of his claim a 
charter of Henry IIL dated 40 Henry III. (1255), His petition 
was however not admitted except in relation to two camcates of 
land in Keusura and the manor of Pelyn, all his other lands being 
declared subject to the payments above referred to. 

In the same reign and before the same coram is sioners, Henry 
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de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln^ was aummoued to show tlie authority by 
which he claimed free warren, &c„ in Denton and other places in 
Lancashire. He supported his claim by the exhibition of a ^rant 
from King John to his ancestor Eogcr de Lacy, in the fourth year 
of his majesty's reign (1202), and also by the production of a 
similar grant from Henry III. in the twenty-fifth year of his 
reigu (1240), addressed to Edmund de Lacy, His claim was 
admitted *^ 

The next notice we have of the township is in a return to a 
writ of inquisition taken upon the death of Robert Grelle in the 
20 Edward I, (1291), It appears therein that he died seised of 
the manor of Manchester, &;c,, and two parts of an osgang of land 
in Denton. 

In 1322, a survey and valuation of the manor of Manchester 
being taken, it is 'declared that in Denton there are two bovates of 
heath'Iand worth £1 63. Sd.^ which Eobert de Ashton holds for 
the term of his life for 13s. O^d. yearly. The Waste of Denton 
contains two hundred acres or more. The lord of Manchester, 
Alexander de Choreworthj Alexander de Denton, John de la Hyde, 
Hugh son of Kichard de Moston, and Elias de Betham of Denton, 
share in the hundred acres by reason of two bovates of land which 
Robert de Ashton holds of the lord for the term of hia life, in 
DentoD, and which Eobert Grelle acquired from " John le Lord," 
who held the same (with his part of the Waste which is not seve- 
ral) of the lord of Withington ; and of which Waste each partaker 
aforesaid may appropriate to himself twenty- five acres of the said 
Waste. The profit in pasture and turbary is computed with the 
taid bovates, on which it depends. In this survey it is stated that 
the inhabitants of Denton and llalleton (H aught on) contribute 
towards the maintenance of the lord' a bailiff and his four under- 
bailiffsj whose duty it was to exercise a general oversight of the 
lord's manor, to collect hia rents and to levy his fines. 

I PlttPita <3o Quo Warmnto Rolk, pp. 379, 3S1. 
5 Thus in Kuer(lcrv*9 MS. The UarL MSS. haTo £1 16*. 8d. 
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In 1356-63 an exemplification of the proceedings between 
Thomas de Abnay of the High Peak and Thurstau de Holand of 
SaJfordshire, was returned in the Duke^a Chancery concemiDg the 
manor of Denton under Downeshagh.^ 

In 136 L-2 William de Manchester and Geoffrey dc Bexwyck 
grant lands to Thurstan de Holand, which they had fi'om Thomas 
de Albany of Ael Pike in Denton subtcr Dcneshagh.^ 

In the 12 Edward IV, {1-^72) the manor of IManchester inier 
alia was settled on the heirs of Sir Tliomas West (son and heir of 
Richard Lord dc la Warr) and Alianor his wife. From a rental 
of their estates it appears that John Hulton of Farn worth Esq, 
held in socage one messuage with appurtenances, and divera tene- 
ments in Denton, of the said lord, by socage and a yearly rent of 
thirteen shillings and fourpcnce. 

In the 22 Edward IV. (148^) an inquisition taken upon the 
death of Eichard West, Lord de la Warrj declares him seised at 
the time of his death, in his demesne as of fee of the manor of 
Manchester, with the hamlets of Withington, Denton^ Openshagh^ 
Cleyton, Ardwike, Blakeley, and Gorton. 

Towards the end of the reign of Ehzaheth the waste lands of 
Denton were enclosed. Their extent at this time was two hundred 
and ninety- two acres ; and their appropriation by the adjacent land- 
owners was resisted by certain of the inhabitants and others, who 
in the 38 Elizabeth (1596) appealed to the Duchy Court to be pro- 
tected against the proposed invasion of their just rights. In this 
suit the names of the plaintiffs were declared to be Sir Eobcrt CecU 
Knt,, Hugh Beeston, Michael Hycks, and Humphrey Flint : the 
prosecution was probably at the instance of the Crown, Sir Robert 
Cecil being at the time Chancellor of the Duchy and "principal 
secretary to her Majesty and one of her Highness'a most honour- 
hie Privy Couucd.'' The defendants were Richard Holland, xHex- 
auder Reddish^ Robert Hyde and others. Each landowner whose 
property lay contiguous received a grant of waste land proportioned 

^ Viite BucUy EoLk, Bftuie8''a Hitt of Lane. toI. i, p. 346. 
' Fffundaiiont in M&mketieff vol h. p* 109» 
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to the extent of his estate in the township i thus Richard Holland 
had allotted to him seventy-nine acres ; Robert Hyde, of Norbury, 
eighty-eight acres ; Adam ^Hulton forty-six acres j Robert Hyde, 
of Denton, thirty-eight acres ; Robert Holme (Hulme) six acres ; 
Robert Ashton five acres; Alexander Reddish one acre; Ralph 
Hanghton twenty-two acres; Alexander Barlow seven acres. 
During the continuance of the suit a taxation was made upon the 
grantees afker the rate of £1 7s. 4|d. per acre on the lands thus 
assigned, in order to defray the expenses of the suit, by which 
means it was calculated that the sum of i£399 19s. 7d. would be 
raised. This payment was made by instalments, whereof one of 
three shillings per acre was collected April 4, 1597, at Denton 
Chapel, and is described as a fund " ffor p'secutinge of the suite 
conseminge Denton more.'^ Amongst the famUy papers of the 
Earl of Wilton is a statement of the expenses incurred at one 
stage of the prosecution : — 

Disbursed termino Pasce A^ 1597. 

ffor searche in the Tower and to Mr. Tildisley 

his man for his paines in going w^^ me 

and wrytinge of one breviat yj iiij 

ffor search in the Duchie iij iiij 

ffor a Copye of an Order for the newe daye of 

hearinge xij 

To Mr. Atkinson xx 

To the sayd Mr. Atkinson xl 

To Mr. Hyde xx 

To Mr. Tildisley xl 

Attomaye ffees in theDuchie iij iiij 

A. D X 

To Mr. Tildisley his man for drawinge the 

Bookes ^ V 

To Mr. Davemportes man wrytinge out the 

Articles iij 

To Mr. Davineporte iij 
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To Mr. Padsayes man for ingrossinge the 

Articles v 

fbr hyre of my Chamber, fyre and Candles... xx 

Horse meate for iij horses v nights goinge ape 

vij» the night xxxv 

Horse meate in London xvij nights xriij^^ the 

horse iij xyj \fj 

Horse meate cominge downe v nights xxxr 

ffor the dyett of mee and ij men from ffirydaye 
the viij of aprill untill Wednesdaye the 
iv of Maye beinge xxyj dayes at yj* the 
daye vij xvj 



Disbursed xxxyj ix vj 



The earliest return of the population of Denton bears date 1645. 
It is derived from ''A particular account of a Quarter's Wages for 
each inhabitant in Denton as they have anciently paid both to the 
preaching minister there and to the repair and provisions of the 
Chappell/'^ In that year the number of houses in the township 
was 34, representing an aggregate population of about 170 persons. 
As this return gives the name of the householder and the rate of 
his taxation, it enables us to assign to each his position in the 
social scale : — 

Mr. Holland's Tenants. 

Mr. HoUand 00 . 10 . 06 ob 

Mr. John Scholes, for Taylor's 00 . 02 .06 

John Lowe 00.01.07 

John Bromilow 00 . 01 . 02 

Widow HoUand's 00 . 01 . 04 

Widow Lowers, alias Booths and Hyde^s 00 . 01 . 05 

Isaac Gee 00.00.09 

* From the Familj Papers of the Earl of Wilton. 
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William Stopford, smith 00 . 00 . 08 

Nicholas Bromilow 00 . 00 . 06 ob 

Adam Cheetham 00 . 01 . 00 



01 . 01 . 06 



Mr, Hyd^s Tenants. 

Mr. Kobert Hyde 00.08.08 

Tho: Booth, for Thorniley's 00.00.08 

Richard Wild's 00.00.04 



.09.08 



Mr, Haught(nC8 Tenants quondam, 

James Eobinson, own dwelling house 00 . 01 . 00 

Ditto, his house that was Robert Robinson's 00 . 01 . 00 

Grace Bridgehous widow 00 . 01 . 00 ob 

Tho: Lees de Newhouse, for the house wherein 

Adam Holland lives 00 . 00 . 10 ob 

Ditto, for his own house that was Cartwrighf s.. 00 . 01 . 00 ob 

Ditto, for Marler's house 00.00.04 

Tho: Lees de Townlane and John his son 00 . 00 . 10 



06 . 01 ob 



Mr. Hidton's Tenants. 
Tho: Lees de Bightbanks, his own dwelling- 
house 00. 01. 04 qd 

Ditto, for his Tenant's house 00 . 01 . 05 

Mary Lowe widow, and John her son 00 . 01 . 05 ob q^ 

Robert Hyde alias Harrison 00 . 00 . 11 

William Hardy 00 . 01 . 01 
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JoliE Lees, for Samuells 00 , 01 . 00 ab q'* 

Waiiam Stopford, of Nicolas , 00. 01 . 03 

Abraham Cook ,..., ....,.„.. 00*00.11 I 

John Beawick 00 , 00 . 01 ob 

Theophilus Lowe „ ., 00 . 00 . 01 ob 

Isaac Lowe widow and son *,..... 00 , 00 . 10 ob 

Thomas Beeley 00 00 , 05 q-* 

William Stopford, alekeeper ....... 00 . 00 . 05 

Raphe Smith .,, 00 . 00 , 11 q<* 

, 12 . 04 ob q* 



I 



In 1714 the number of families in the towns Jiip was 44, of 
which ten were Presbyterian, This would give a total populatioii 
of 220 individualE. 

In 1 774 the number of families had increased to 1 16^ consisting 
of 597 persons and residing in 111 houses. 243 of its inhabitants 
were under the age of fifteen years; 61 above fifty j 17 above 
sixty; 15 above seventy ; G above eighty. 

In 1801 the population had increased to 1362 j in 1811 it num- 
bered 1594; in 1821, 2012; in 1831, 2792; in 1841, 3440; in 
1851, 3147. 

In 1655 the township contaiQed 40 rate payers; and the aggre* 
gate poor's rate paid by them for the six months ending Novem- 
ber 25 was j£14 4s. Amongst the rate payers in that year were 
Richard HoUand Esq. M Is. 8d. ; Eobert Hyde Esq. £2 Ss. 8d.; 
William Stopford the elder, for Kits (or Christ's) Croft, Tho; Lcess 
for Bridgehous, for Cartwright^s and for Marler's house ; Thomas 
Berwick, &c. In 1828-9 the same rates were £201 ; in 1838, 
je459 16s.; in 1847, i?499 7s. 7d,; and in 185S, i£821 8s. 7d. In 
this latter year the number of ratepayers was 650. M 

In 1692 the annual value of real property in the township, as ^ 
assessed to the land tax, was £378 ; in 1815, as assessed to the 
county mtc, £3195; in 1829, £6393; in 1841, £7890; and in 
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[853j £7b6H, In 1852 the gross aunual value of property rated 
to the poor was j£8267 Is. 3d. In this latter year there were in 
Denton ten pubUc-houses and eleven beerhouses. 

The superficial area of the township^ as computed by Rickman 
in the population return of 1831^ is 1630 acres; in the census 
return of 1851 it is stated to be 1647 acres. Messrs. Johnson 
and Son make it 1703 acreSj and the ordnance survey 170Ga. Or, 
34p. 

In 1846 the lands of the township were in the hands of twenty- 
ven proprietors, of whom the chief were 

A, R, p. 
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Wilton (Denton 

Hall Estate, &c.) 603 39 

Miss Mary Woodiwiss (Hyde Hall Estate, 

Dane Heyes, fee.) ...I 312 3 9 

Tms tees of the late Ellis Fletcher Esq 235 1 4 

James Smith Esq, . , 96 2 34 

Trustee* of Mr. Ihdme's Charity 57 1 37 

Henry Booth Esq... 55 3 24 

Mrs. Mary Lees ,.,,. ,..,.. 26 2 23 

Mr. Matthew Morse 25 2 19 

Mrs. Mary Cooke ,., 21 4 

London and North Western llaUway .,**** 15 3 ] 
Manchester and Salford Waterworks .,.:., 1 2 27 



Of the total area, assuming it to be 1630 acres^ 1538 acres cou- 
rt of arable and pastui*e landj and 60 acres of plantation. 
Of the manufactures, &:c., in Denton little is to be said except 
that, contrary to what is elsewhere seen in the suburbs of Man- 
chester wherever the spirit of commercial enterprise has once 
manifested itself, trade has here retrograded rather than advanced. 
The staple trade of Denton was, and may stiU be considered to be, 
the manufactnre of hats ; but its decay is evidenced by the de* 
creasing numbers of its population and the diminished value of 
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property in tlic township. In 1825 it contained tMCnty Uat 
mauiifacturers, which number is now (1854) reduced to twelve. 

To some slight extent the manufaeture of hata had established 
itself in Denton and Haughton about two centuries ago; but, 
unfortunately, one great source of information as to the de^^e of 
its prevalence, viz* the parochial Re^stersj is now unavailable, the 
earliest volume extant commencing with the year 1695 ; we cannot 
therefore infer when felt-making lirst began to compete with the 
plough and the handloom. The Bertenshaws of Haughton Green 
were the earliest kno^ia masters or manufacturers, some hundred 
and fifty years ago. The firms engaged in the hat trade in the 
united townships in the year 180(Jj wcro Messrs, John, Bobert, 
and Andrew Bentley; Bond, Bromley, and Peacock; George 
Bowler and Co, j and Ashworth* A quarter of a century later the 
mannfactnrers were, in BentoDj Messrs. John Bentley and Co.; 
Richard Bond and Son ; John Bowler j Bromley and Son i E. and 
J. Chorltonj John Cooke; William and Edward Cooke; Joseph 
and Joshua Denton j Charles and Thomas Hardy; Samuel Mo^s; 
John Peacock and Son; John Piatt; Sale and Myre; Luke Tay- 
lor; and Thomas Whitehead. In Haughton, Messrs. J. li. Booth 
and Co.; John Dearden; J. Howard and Co.; Robert Marlor; 
and James Mellor and Sons. The oldest firm now extant in 
Denton is Messrs, John Peacock and Brothers, the representative 
of Messrs. Bromley and Peacock, who commenced business in 
1702. 

About the year 1780 round hats first became fashionahlej and 
some ten years later cocked hats disappeared from common use* 
Up to this period the chief manufaetnre was coarse stuff hats, 
composed of a mixture of foreign wool and fur, the nap being laid 
on at the plank; afterwards an improvement was introduced 
under the name of cordy hats. These consisted of an Enghsh 
wool body with a covering of cod wool or camel's hair worked on, 
and, before ruffing was discovered, carded up with a email card. 
In 1805 plated hats began to supersede cordy hats. These were 
formed from a felt body, into which were worked hairs, seal, eony. 
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or beamr's wool, or other furs, and then carded out as before. 
About this time the price of pate-wool fur (fur from the head 

of the nibbit) was fifteen shillings per pound; it is now one 
shiliing and sixpence. During the time that stufT hats were in 
vogue, beaver ranged from one hundred and twenty to two 
hundred shillings per pound j the present price is from four* 
teen to twenty-four shillings. Silver beaver or ''silver ewens/* 
for drab liats, was even as high as two hundred and ten shillingB 
per pound* The weight of a atufF hat, when finished, fifty years 
ago, was ten ounces; in 18 i2 they were made to weigh only four 
ounces and a half. At the former period an English wool body 
weighed six imd three quarters to seven ounces ; now they vary 
from three to three and a half ounces. After the wool had been 
washed and carded, the body maker commenced operations, and 
for bowingj basining, boiling and planking, he received in 1805 
eight shillings per dozen. A new method of raising the nap by 
the process called ruffing was discovered about the year 1800, and 
five years subsequent to this discovery the workman was paid six- 
teen shillings per dozen, and could complete two dozens per week 
under the old system of gluing after ruffing, and three dozeus per 
week, whenj previous to ruffing, the hats were rendered waterproof 
by chemical ugeney. Waterproofing came up about 1 805 ; it was 
accounted a grand discovery, although it did not arrive at perfec- 
tion till fifteen years afterwards ; each manufacturer had his own 
peculiar proof. The next operation, that of dyeingj was always 
under the control of the master. In 1841, body makers could 
earn from twenty-five to thirty shilhngs a week; rufiers about 
the same; and finishers from thirty shillings to three pounds. 
Formerly females, chiefly tbe daughters of those who had large 
families J were employed, some at body making, others at ruffing, 
and it was not at all unusual to see two or three sisters hatting 
together. In these prosperous times tbe rent of a cottage, to 
which UvSually a small garden as well as a hat shop was attached^ 
ras about ^^9 per annum ; but since the decline of the felt hatting 
rade in Dentou, rents have been matenallv reduced. In 1805 
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large quantities of drab boBiiets for females began to be 
factured from the finest wool, in order to render tbem 1 _ 
wear^ at this period the price for ruffing them varied, according 
to size, from seven to twelve shillings per dozen — the operative 
could then earn thirty shillings weekly at this employment. The 
bonnet branch was very brisk, especially in the winter season^ from 
1818 to 1840j at which latter period no less than one hundred do- 
zens were manufactured each week by JMessrs* Peacock alone* Tlie 
felt bat trade reached its greatest prosperity about the year 1840, 
when not less than two thousand dozens were manufactured 
weekly in Denton and Haughton* Many of the London houses 
had their establishments iu these hamlets, some of them receiving 
the bodies from Benton^ and dyeing and finishing them in the 
metropolis. But as customers would not purchase any other than 
a " London hat," or at least one sold under that designation, so 
each Denton firm, in order to accommodate itself to the popular 
prejudice, bad its fictitious London uames for insertion on the 
crown linings just as silk hats now claim Parisian origin. One old 
Denton firm inscribed their manufacture^ " Stephen and Co., 
Regent Street," and latterly, "Willis and Co., Bond Street," 
names which, it is needless to say, represented but imaginary 
firms. About this time the silk hat was prominently brought into 
notice, but its introduction at first excited no alarm amongst the 
felt hat makers, who in blind security could not foresee the revo- 
lution in public taste about to happen, but treated the discovery 
with contempt. Silently, however, it advanced in the favour of 
the people ; and, as if to add to the discooifitiirc of the artisans of 
the old school, dissensions multiplied between the employers and 
their servants, in which the latter, elated by a long season of pro* 
sperity, miscalculated their power, and entered into combinations 
whicli hastened their ruin. It was in 1841 that, in order to resist 
alleged abatements made by an Oldham housCj lot was takcn^ and 
the result was a strike against a Manchester firm then actually 
paying the highest rates in the trade* This turnout commenced 
at Oldham January 23, 1841, with the finishers, who were after- 
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wardis joined by the body luakers and ruffers; but about the 
middle of May following they were obliged to resume work ou the 
prerious conditions. Before this time silk hats had competed 
jWith stuff ones to little purpose, but the masters, as a body, deter- 
lined to resist the strike by every possible means ; orders unexe- 
cuted by the one class of workmen were transferred to the other, 
and even some of the masters now commenced in the silk line. 
It was afterwards admitted by all parties that this strike had 
caused silk hats to become general at least ten years sooner than 
they would otherwise hare done. In 1847-8-9 the state of the 
Denton hatters and their families was pitiable in the extreme ; 
their trade was now irrecoverably lost ; upwards of one thousand 
families in Benton, Haughton, and the surrounding villages, were 
deprived for the most part of their means of subsistence, and con- 
sequently large numbers left the locality in search of other employ- 
ment in other districts. Silk hats have now entirely superseded 
stuff oues, and at the present time the manufacture of felt bodies 
is nearly abandoned. The old established firm of Messrs. John 
Peacock and brothers at present raakc not more than three dozen 
felt hats weekly, and these arc principally of the class known as 
'^rustics," and intended for exportation. 

In addition to the manufacture of hats, there are also in the 
township three collieries, in the tenure of Jacob Fletcher Fletcher 
Esq.j and one small weaving shed. 



' In an enuTOcration of the more ancient landed proprietors in the 
toivnship, the name that first suggests itself is 
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Of this family none except the most scanty and imperfect memo- 
rials have reached us. Its members were doubtless amongst the 
earliest colonists of the to^Tiehip from which they derive their 
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By deed dated the feast of St, Martin 1272^ John Tyrel confinns 
the convent of Stanlawe an acre of land in Denton, the gift of 
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his grandfather Hugh Tyrel, and which his greai-uncle Ricbard dc 
Denton now holds for the term of his Ufo, 

From another deed, of itncertaiti date, but referriug probably to a 
period anterior to the year 1290, it appears that Heary, eon erf 
Tliomas da Denton, releases to the abbot &nd monka of the convent 
of Stanlawe an acte of land in Denton, being an ©state fortiierly 
held by his father from the said abbot or his predecessor. 

By a deed undated, similar to the iast^ Henry do Benton and 
Matilda hia wife, the daughter of Richard the Sexton (Cemetarinfi), 
quitcl&im to the convent of Stanlawe and to the abbot and monki 
thereof all their right in certain lands called Whitefield, situate in 
Little Woolton, formerly in the occupation of the said Richard thfl 
Sexton aa tenant of the j^aid convent. There is al^ a fur^er release 
of the same land from John de Denton. * 

In the 8 Edward L (1279) Alexander de Denton settled certain 
OBtates upon Cecilia, daughter of David do Hulton.^ from which 
period probably the landed interest of the Hulton family in the 
township dates. About the year 1300 Robert de Denton, abbot of 
Furness, granted a license to Sir Richard Ooupland to found a 
chantry in his Chapel of Bolton in Urswickj in the Deanery of 
Fumess and CartmeL^ The name of Alexander Denton occurs also 
in the survey or valuation of the manor of Manchester undertaken 
in the year 132:2 ; he is therein declared to have a joint participation 
in the ownership of the waste lands in Denton township. 

From the Holland pedigree it appears that about this data John 
Shores worth Esq. married Margaret, daughter and heiress of Sir 
Alexander Denton of Donton Knt, The issue of this marriage was 
a daughter, Margaret, sole heiress, who by her marriage with Sir 
William Holland conveyed the Denton estate to that ancient fiimily. 
Their son Thurstan do Holland was living in l*i39. 

The arms borne by this famEy were arg. two ba» gii. in chief 
three cinquefoils of the second. 

' Covcher Book of Wkalley, toL lii. pp. 807—809, and 621, 82S. 

* Uulton pcdigTCfe, BaiDus^n Miif. of LnneoJihir^j to], iiL p. 40. 

' N&tUm Cftirieimi (ChtftLtua Eoekty PiibUratloitii), vol ii. putt hk* |i, &4fi. 
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HOLLAND OF DENTON. 

The family of Holland is associated with the county of Lancaster 

early as the reign of King Jolin, the registers of Cokersaiid Abbey 
attesting the tact by a record of their liberality in assisting to endow 
that ancient foundation. 

Sir William Holland, who Is described as of Denton, married 
Margaret, daughter and heiress of John Shoresworth, by Margaret, 
daughter and heireaa of Sir Alexander Denton of Denton, by which 
alliance the Denton property was conve}"ed, as already etated, to the 
Hoilanda. Their son Thurstan Holland was Uving in 1339. Sir 
^V^illiam is the first member whosa name occurB in the annals of 
the township* He waa in direct descent from William, a younger 
son of Sir Robert de Holland, a Boldier in the Scottish wars of 
Edward 1* and afterwards secretary to the Earl of Lancaster. This 
Sir Robert married Mautl, daughter and coheireas of Alan Lord la 
Zonch of Ashby de la Zouch iu the county of Leicester, and being 
held in great esteem by the Earl his master, received grants of 
divert manors in Lancashire, but afterwards being unfaithful to his 
trust* be was put to death in 1328, He founded the Priory of Black 
Monies in Holland in Lau cash ire. 

In tbe 20 Edward IIL (1346) one Moston makes a grant of lands 
in Denton to Thurstan de Holland ; and in the 1 Henry IV. (1399) 
Richard Holland is found seised of the manor of Denton, which he 
holds of Nicholas Longford by military service. 

From this early period they continued in posseesiou until the 
close of the seventeenth century, when, on the death of Edward 
Holland Esq, the last beir male of the ^unily, who died unmarried, 
his extensive estates devolved upon his only surviving sister^ 
Elizabeth, afterwards wife of Sir John Egerton of Wrinehill and 
Farthingboe Bart*, from whom they have descended to the present 
proprietor, Thomas Egerton second Earl of Wilton* 

The Hollands of Denton and Heaton liave been generally con- 
sidered as two distinct bnuiches from the same parent stem, and 
many unBuccessful attempts have been made to discover the precise 
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connexion eubsbting between them, and when they bocame first 
united under a common repre^ientattve. The trutli is that these 
alleged branches %vere always identical^ and, though possessed of the 
Heaton Reddish estate as early as the year 1326, the residence of its 
members was fixed at Den ton j an inheritance of a date perhaps yet 
more remote, where they continued to dwell nntU the middle of tb© 
sixteenth centuTj, Bichard Holland of Denton Esq., who married 
Margaret, daughter and coheiress of Sir Robert Langley of Agecroft,. 
was the first to erect for himBelf a mansion on his Heaton property; 
this he named Heaton House to distiugnish it from Heaton HaJl, 
the capital mcsauage the Heaton Fallowfiekl estate, which with its 
demesne was the inheritance of the Langlcys, and had been con- 
veyed to Thomas Legh Esq. on his marriage with Katharine, 
another daughter of Sir Robert. Richard Holland resided at Hea- 
ton and Denton alternately until his death in 1618. 

This view is supported by evidence given in 1674 at Lancaster, on 
occasion of an action brought by William Holland Esq. against 
Robert Lever of Alkrington gentleman, to estabhsh his claim to a 
chapel situate in the north side of the chancel of Prcstwieli Chun-h. 
At this trial one of the witnesses deposed that " above fifty years 
since, being in company with one Hardman, tenant at Heaton, he 
asked why the New Hall [the present Heaton House] was so called ; 
they told him the New Hall was formerly a tenement belonging to 
the Old Hall [the property of the Langley a of Agecroft], and a 
dairy-house thereto belonging, and that the tenement lying nearer 
to the church and market than Denton, mhere the Hollands lived, 
they being ovmers thereof^ builded the New Hall for their con- 
venience." 

Richard Holland Esq., who lived in the time of the TJsurpation, 
was a rigid Puritan, and held military rank in the Parliamentary 
army, being governor of Manchester during the siege of that town 
by Lord Strange and the Royalist party in 164f2* He died in 1661, 
having outlived his only son, Edward, and was succeeded by his 
brother Henry, at that time sixty years of age^ who did not long 
survive his succession to the family inheritance, Contemplatiog 
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inatritnon>\ lio diefl on the very day fixed for liis marriage, his 
eitatcjs descending to bis next hrother^ tlie Reverend William Hol- 
laiid. Rector of the lower medietj of Malpas, in the county of 
Chester. 

The party predilectiona of Mr, William Holland soem to have been 
opposed to those of his brother and predecegssor, Colonel Holland, 
since it is on record that he was appointed to preach at the death of 
a distinguished loyalist^ the founder of the house of Vale Royal. Hia 
sermon, which is yet extant, is '^replete with beautiful deecriptions 
of the virtues and eufierings of the deceased, but reprobating with 
the moat incautious zeal the heresies, schisms, and personated holi- 
Dess of the ruling party/'' Dr. Ormerod denies his connexion with 
the HollandB of Heaton and Denton^ having failed to trace in the 
full and accurate pedigree of the family, entered at the Lancashire 
ViBitation of Sir William Bugdalo in 1664. any member who bears 
the designation of Rector of Ma] pas ;^ but in this he is in error. Mr* 
I'Villiam Holland, though in the family pedigree styled "Esquire," 
was appointed Rector of Malpas about the year 1652, and resigned 
the living in 1680^ having during the later yeara of his incumbency 
resided on the Lancashire estate of his family, to which, contrary to 
his expectation, he had eucceefled, and where be was better known, 
in the management and supervision of his estates, as an influential 
landed proprietor than as an eccleiiastic, lie married, Feb. 27th, 
165-^5, Cicely, daughter of Alexander ^Valthall of Wiataston in 
the county of Chester Esq,, and is described in the Registers of the 
Church of Malpas, where the marriage was solemnized, as " mioister 
of God's word at the lower mediety of Malpas," 
I Mr. Holland, on his final departure from his living, addressed to 
his parishioners the following reasons for the course he was pursuing, 
intended, as it might seem, to justify himself from the asperaione of 
«ome of his flock ; — 

" i ..,..* . without any reflection on the un charitableness of our 
last and worst times, and the censorious age we are fallen into, which 
swells every mote into a beam, cver}^ gnat into a camel, and by 
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u a deserved misconatructionfl blemish the credit and carriage of others, 
give me leave to become my own apologbt» both to remonstrato 
what may tend to my juet viDdication and to prevent misplaced pre- 
judices of others touching my removal from Malpaa into Lancashire, 
some thirty miles' distance^ unto that estate which the Providence 
of God hath east into ray lap, which although in regard there are 
two parsonages of that church, and that each rector hath only the 
mediety of the cure, may lie under the latitude of a cliaritahle 
excuse^ yet I am willing to give an account of that my transaction, 
and in order unto that premisa these two or three negative parti- 
culars : — 

'* First, my removal from Malpaa was not out of any contempt or 
undervaluing disdain of my function and caU to the ministry ; God 
is my witness, in this sense I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ ; so far from that, that I esteem it (how slightingly and con- 
temptuously soever the world looks on it) as a TGvy high and honour^ 
able function, and have expressed the highest respects I am able for 
persons of that profession. 

'^Secondly, my removal from Malpaa proceeded not out of any 
weariness of my miniaterial employment ; for had my voice and 
abilities remained unto me, my record is in Heaven how wiUing and 
desirous I was to have continued mj time and labours m it, which 
for some years after I was called to the inheritance of my fathers 1 
continued, though with some prevailing infirmities, as my parishion- 
ers will attest. 

*' Thirdly J my removal from Mai pas was not upon the eonsiderft' 
tion or design of reaping any considerable advantage or profit by it, 
for casting in my taxes and tenths, my travail and expenses, (besides 
somewhat else which it is not proper for me to mention,) there is no 
valuable emolument accruing to me, as will be asserted by others. 

'* Having oOered these premises to prevent a stumbling at the 
threshold, let me tender those inducements which urged my remo- 
val : — 

" First, my own disabihty of voice to discharge my office and duty 
there in pubho was a great discouragement to me to continue thera 
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where I could only look upon the pulpit ; and how great and press- 
ing my infirmity was my pariaLJoncra can attest, who have ohon 
ipitied the straining of mj lungs and wrestling with hoarsencea to 

beach the skirts of so large a church and so numcroua a congregation. 

I " Secondly, the death of my witc, whereupon by precedent and 

laubsequoDt experiences I had been taught that there was no keeping 
of a house in that place^ especially coniidenng ray frequent occasions 
in another county would often enforce _ my diversions abroad and 

MWnce from home. 

■ " Thirdly. Besides (only to mention the hoUiea and lands T was 
■»y a Providence called unto were daily more and more going to 
llecay and ruin for want of timely repairs of the one and needful 

improvement of the other) — I say, besides what hath been offered 
it may be addcd^ — The education of my children (which the loss of 
their mother made me doubly obliged to consult and provide for) 
could not aa they grew up be ao conveniently accommodated there u 

flsewhere. 
'* These considerations swayed with me to remove my dwelling 
from Mai pas to my native countrj^ to experience whether the air 
thereof might anyivays contribute to an amendment of those infirmi- 
ties which (to rny no little trouble) disabled me for the public per- 
bbrraance of my mini^erial duties. Yet with this declared purpose^ 
"that whenever the parishioners shall move mo to it, 1 shall be will- 
ing to give place to a more acceptable and eer^'iceable succesBor/' 

■ To this laboured justification of his non-residence, those of his 
parishioners who were well affected towards their rector responded 
ill suitable terms, admitting the justice of his plea and exprosiing 

■their aatiafaetion at the arrangement which had withdrawn him from 
Bihem, if only his health might tbllf be re-^istabliahed - — 
I •' We the parishioners of MilpM pariah in the county of Chtstcr 
Lre willing by the«e presents to certify that William Holland, clerk, 
Aiaster in the Arts and Rector of the Nether mcdiety of MalpM 
oresaid, hath been parson there above four and twenty yeara^ and 
the tpaee of more than twenty yean did with utrwearitd labontni 
carefully perform all the oiices appertaining to hia place and calling 
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until of hie years it hath pleased God to visit him with such boJi!? 
iofinnities that have caused great obetructioua in breathing and diffi- 
culties in speaking, bd that not without compasaion and pity of Im 
sufferings and infirmities we have of late yeara heard him deliver his 
meditations in the pulpit, 

"The premises considered, we charitably eoncei%*e hia discon- 
tinuance among us hath principally proceeded from the foremen- 
tjoned discouragements which have lain upon him as to his public 
and ministerial performances, as also for a trial whether his native 
country's air mi^'ht contribute to his recovery ; from whence he bath 
yet frequently come tt> officiate though to the prejudice of his health 
and heightening of his distemper^ at once to own his relation to ua, 
and his williugness to exercise his ministry among us, which (if it 
please God to enable him for) wo very much desire* forasmuch a« 
after a Providence had called him to succeed to his father's inherit- 
ance in another county, he yet for three or four years resided vvith 
us and exercised in person his ministry amongst us whiles he had 
any tolerable abilities of health or voice to do it. Wherefore we* ns 
friends both to him and to the truths are witling to attest the pre* 
mises by our subscript ions,'" 

To this certificate there are no signatures attached, being, as m 
the former case, a rough draft in the autograph of Mr. Hollaud. 
Its date would he about 1676» but this too is wanting in the origitial 
draft. It does not appear that Mr. Holland's health was ever suffi- 
ciently re-established to enable him again to reside at Malpas, and 
he finally resigned the living in 1680, Ho died two years after^ and 
was buried at Prestwich, (April 29, lfiS2) leaving his extensive 
estates to his son Edward, the last heir male of the family* Edward 
Holland survived his father little more than a year, and dying Feb- 
ruary 1683, in the twentieth year of his age, was also buried at Prest- 
wich. Upon his death the iamily estates descended to his sole sur- 
viving sister Elizabethj married November 27» 1 684, to Sir John 
Egorton Bart* of Wrinehill and Farthinghoe in the county of North- 
ampton, the ancestor of the present proprietor, Thomas Egerton 
second Earl of Wilton. 



ANCIENT CBAPEL or DENTOK. 



31 



I 



By his will^ dated January 5, 1681, William HollaDtl of Heaton 
io the county of Laocaster, clerk^ Master of Arts, being Bul*je<?t to 
the distempers of an aged body, but (which he blesses God for) of 
perfect memory and understand! d|(, expresses readiness (in the day 
of the Ahiijghty His goodness to him, in the enjoyment of health, 
knowing however that the grave devours in a moment, and so uncer- 
tain of the day of his death) to make a certain disposition of hia 
estate, &;c,, which he does in manner and form following : — 

First, he resigns hia soul unto the Father of spirits who gave it, 
and into the hands of Jesus Christ who redeemed it, hoping through 
the mercies oftlie living God and the merits of his (once) dying 
Saviour, it will ho joined to the assembly of just ones made perfect* 
Then, as to his body, (though it shall moulder away into dust and 
Boe corruption, yet through the power of his Saviour's resurrection he 
believes it will be raised up at the last day, and that with these 
very eyes he shall see his Eedeemor) he rclors it wholly to the dis- 
cretion of his executors to be decently interred, and if it may be to 
sleep with his fathers in the Chapel in Prestwich Church, which 
belongs to Heaton Hall and his family, and where so many of his 
ancestors have been buried. And as for his worldly goods — Ho 
gives and devises all his manors, lordships, tenements and heredita- 
ments to his dear iind well-beloved son Edward Holland and hia 
heirs male, charged with a payment of '' twenty hundreth pounds'' 
to his (testator s) dear and well-beloved daughter Elizabeth Holland, 
for her better preferment in marriage. And for his personal e»tate» 
He gives his son Edward, as a legacy, the biggest silver caim with 
the Walthalls and Skeffingtons coats of arms, empaled, engraven 
on it, together with a dozen of silver spoons, his silver clock watch, 
with alt his books (except such as he shall hereafter otherwise dis- 
pose of) together with his choice of wliat colt he (testator) dies 
possessed of— and the furniture of the chamber over tht* j^eat par- 
lour. To his daughter Elizabeth he leaves, as a legacy, the residue 
of his silver plate, rings, jewels, bracelets, the lesser silver watch, all 
the furniture of the Chapel-chamber at Heaton, what Bible *hc will 
chouse out of his books, togclber with the Practice of Piety and all 
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the books written hy the author of the Whole Duty of Man^ and sii 
other books she will choose, and what colt she pleases after her 
brother Edward hath made his choice. To his aigter, Lady FraoceB 
EytOQ, ^5 and twenty shillingB for a ring. To hia sister Jane 
Oholmondeley ^10 and twenty shillings for a ring, besides that ring 
which he hath oonstantly worn which she bestowed upon him. To 
his cousin Frances Beresford widow, — to bis cousin Ann Kenyon 
widow^j — - to his cousin Robert Oholmondeley of Holford, and cousiii 
Thomas his brother — ^to his much esteemed and dear cousin Esther 
Dod of Edge — to his cousins Thoinaa and William Dod, Jane 
Crewe, Mary Short of May ford, Frances Poole» Anne and Elizabeth 
Croxton, tw*enty shillings each to buy a rin^ — to his god-son Edward 
Kenyon and his god-daughter Sarah Croxtoo forty shillings each aa 
a token and pledge of bis love and blessing. To his servants also he 
leaves legacies. Finally, as a pledge and token of his love and well 
wishes to the township and parish of Malpas, where (whilst able) 
he so many years exercised his ministry, he bequeaths the suni of 
^100, principally for the adyance of a salary towards the maiut&' 
nance of a schoolmaster there. 

He names as executors his sisters Lady^Frauces Eyton and Jane 
Oholmondeley, bis son Edward Holland, Mr Roger Dale^ minister 
of Denton Ohapel, and George S my the of Sharpies. 

The following letter, addressed to Mr. Holland by "^'tlie good old 
man" Mr* Angler, curate of Denton, was written shortly after Mr. 
Holland succeeded to the family estates : 

Hon'^ Sir, 

I have made bold to send herewith a small testimony of my 
due respects to your beloved conaorte with thankful! acknowledg- 
ment to yourselfe who have been pleased to continue to me that 
favour w"^^ (through the goodness of God) I have found from your 
family above thirty years in this place, though unworthy. It hath 
been a refreshing to my spirit to hope that God hath reserved you to 
be a repairer of the many and great breaches made upon your family* 
ftnd in order thereunto hath given you an heart to build the houea 
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of God (by a conBcionable attendance upon your ministeriall fiinction) 

I that He may build your house. The Lord grant your eyes may a«e 
the desires of your heart iu both, — vix, th© happy repaire of the 
raines of God's house and your owne» I shall not further trouble 
you^ but presenting mine owne and wifea beat respects to yourselfe 
and Mrs* Holland^ I commit you and yours and all your labours to 

I the blessing of the Almighty^ and rest 

L W very thankfull and much engaged friend and servant, 

^H J. An Of BR. 

^ Denton, February 18, 1666. 

I Addressed — *rFor y« Ho'^ William Holland of Dentoa Esquire, 

^■bese with my best respects at Malpas,'^ 

* Id 1711 the Denton estate of the Hollands, as appertaining to Sir 

John Egerton in right of bis wife, was under lease to twelve tenants, 
the annual rental amounting to jPl 02 Os. 8d. Denton Hall and the 
emesne was in the occupation of one William liromiley, who paid 
it a rent of ^105 6a. Id. 

In 1744 the tenantry numbered eighteen, and the rental had 
increased to ^216 2s, 2d. 

In 1 780 the same lands w^ere held by seventeen tenants, and were 
subject to a rent of ^294 63. 8d. The entire property was held by 
lease of lives, and the above returns of rental are exclusive of fines 
paid on the renewal of leases. By the terms of their respective 
leases, the tenants were also pledged to the payment of certain rent- 
boons consisting of a dog and a cock, or at the landlord's option their 
equivalent in money — for the dog ten shillings, for the cock one 
shilling — the landlord thus providing for his amusement in hunting 
and cockBghting in a manner least onerous to himself. 

Denton Hall, without laying claim to any distinctive merits in its 
architect ural details^ is, nevertheless, an interestiog example of the 
post and petrel stylo so common throughout Lancashire ; and though 
of an age long past, it has escaped the ravages of time and (externally 
at least) in a great degree the reckless innovations to which so many 
of our old haUs have been subjected. Its general form is that of an 
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tiTCguLar oblong square^ with two gables advanced cotiaiderably for- 
rd from the front of the maio etructuro i it is built chiefly of 
ber, a foundatioQ of masonry supporting a framework formed of 
irtical posts crossed by horizontal beams and having the intervening 
spaces filled with planter, Bomo of these spaces being omamentfid 
th quatrefoils. Thongh the exterior retains much of its original 

ppearance, the interior has from titno to time undergone such alter- 
ations as the convenience of successive occupants has dictated. The 

rincipal room, and that moat worthy of notice-^ the hall' — ^ is a 
acioufl apartment nearly square, being about twenty-two feet six 
knchee by tw*enty-two feet j it was originally open from the basement 
to the roof, giving to it a clear height of eighteen fcot and a half, but is 
now divided into two stories by an intervening floor. The fire-place 
in this room is of noble proportions, being about thirteen feet four 
inches in width, and deeply recessed, the chimneypiece having a 
depressed four-centred arch with numerous round and hollow mould- 
ings carried round tho face, and ornamented on the top with a crenel- 
lated or embattled cornice. The ceiling is plain ^ and supported by 
curved braces with chamfered edges terminating in plain corbels. On 
one of the walls of this room is a curiously ornamented shield exe- 
cuted in stucco^ in relief, charged with the amis of Holland, borne 
quarterly — I and 4, az. seme of fleurs-de-lis a lion rampant arg, for 
Holland ; 2, a cross engrailed, for [?] Legli ; 3, arg, on a bend sab. 
three lozenges of the field, for Carrington ; over all a bend ; — im- 
paling, quarterly, the arms of Langley of Agecroft; 1 and 4, arg, a 
cockatrice sab, for Langley; 2 and 3, a mermaid with comb and 
mirror, for Prestwich. In the upper story is a chamber or bay formed 
by the projection of a gable, containing some examples of wainscot 
panelling now unfortunately covered with whitewash. Surrounding 
this room is a cornice of plaster enriched with ornamented scroll- 
work. The light is admitted by a large square-headed vrindow, tho 
full width of the bay, consisting of twelve lights transomed ; on one 
of the lights appear the initial letters R. H., tho only fragment of 
stained glass to be found throughout the building. There are no 

vidences of a conclusive nature by which we may ascertain the exact 
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drito of the erection of Denton Hail ; but, jud-nng from its geuefsi 
appearance as well as from the style of ornament employed in its 
decoration, it would appear to hare been built about the end of the 
Bi^xteenth centuryi a supposition confirmed by the presence in the 
window just noticed of the initial letters R. H., and by the sliield 
already described ae bearing the arms of Langley impaled with those 
of Holland, thus identifying it with Richard Holland Esq. who died 
in 1618, having married Margaret* daughter and coheiress of Sb 
Robert Langley of Agecroft* Denton Hall ts now occupied as a 
farm house. 
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HYDE OF DENTON. 

The Hydoa of Hyde and Norbory descended from Sir Robert de 
Hyde living in the roign of Henry IlL, and whose eon and heir 
Robert married the heiress of Thomaa de Norhury, continued in 
iiaeal succession until the death of Edward Hyde Esq, in the begiQ* 
ning of the last century, when the estates i^ero conveyed in oiarriage 
by Ann Ins daughter and heiress to George Clarke Esq., Lieutenant 
Governor of New York, whose descendant, Edward Hyde Clarke of 
Hyde Hall Esq., is the present representative of the family. From 
this house sprang the great Earl of Clarendon, his grandfather being 
second son of Robert Hyde of Norhury Esq., the direct ancestor of 
Queen Mary and Queen Ann, 

The Hydes of Denton are descended from Alexander, younger 
son of Robert de Hyde and the heiress of Norhury, and were settled 
at Denton in the reign of Edward L, where they were found in 
1664, when Robert Hyde Esq. recorded a pcdigreo of seventeen j 
descents. I 

A branch of the Hydes of Norhury and Hyde occurs at Haughton 
in the time of Edward IV. From Thomas Hyde of Haughton 
(living January 24, 1688) are traditionally said to have branched 
the Hydes of Ardwick. The connexion of this latter branch with 
Haughton township did not cease until the year 1821, in which year 
John Hyde Esq. of Ardwick disposed of the Higher Broom and thai 
Haughton Green estates to Mr* John Lowe of Shepley Hall, inj 
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Khose nephew, Edward Lowe Sidebotbam Esq., they are at present 

vested. 
By hia wilj, bearitig date September 1 3, 1 639, William Hyde of 

Denton, gent., " considering the infermenes of his bodie together with 
his old age and the frailty of this transitory life,'' makes the following 
disposition of his estate, &c. First, he willingly and with a free heart 
renders and gives again into the banda of hie Lord God and Creator 
his soml and spirit, which He of His goodness gave unto htm whea 
He first fashioned him in his mother's womb, making him a living 
and reasonable creature, nothing doubting but that He (for Hid 
infinite mercy and goodness set forth in the precious blood of His 
beloved Son Jeaus Christ, his only Saviour and Redeemer) will 
receive His soul into Hii kingdom, there to enjoy in His prosence 
Mnefie of joy for evermore^ together with the company of heavenly 
angels and blessed saints. And as concerning his body, even with a 
good will and free heart he commends it to the dust from whence it 
canie, nothing doubting but that according to the articles of his 
faith, at the great day of the general resurrection when all shall 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ he shall then receive the 
fame again (through that mighty power of God His Father where- 
with He is able to subdue all things to Himself), not a corrnptible, 
mortal, weak, and vile body^ as now it is, but an incorruptible, 
immortal, strong and perfect body, like unto the glorious body of hie 
Head Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus. And for and concerning his 
worldly goods^ be disposes of them as follows : — To bis daughter-in- 
law Alice Hyde d^l in gold^ and his gelding which he used to ride 
upon, his Bible in two volumes, Mr. Hjldersam'a Works, his beaver 
brush and little cabinet, his great cotfer which hath his linens in, 
with all the linens, and his clock that is in his parlour — all which 
are to be delivered to her the day atter his fiineral. To his grand- 
child Ann Hyde ^200, to be paid to her at the time of her mar- 
riage (the interest meanwhile to be employed towards her mainte- 
nance and education) provided that the said Ann be dutiful and obe- 
dient and that she marry and match suitable to her portion, birth and 
breeding. To his grandchild William Hjdc /MOO, the benefit thereof 
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to be paid unto him for the binding of him an apprentice, or other- 



to be bestowed 



to 



of dia- 



1 hiui Avhen be comes 
c ret ion, in aueb sort as his (testator^'s) son, his father, shall think meet 
and convenient. To his grandchild Robert Hyde ^20, the benefit to 
be paid to him as hia (teBtator'^) son^ bis father, shall decree. Also 
to his five grandchildren, via.* Ellinor, Katharine^ Deborah, Grace, 
and Mary Hyde, the daughters of his son Robert Hyde, the sum of 
*P200, equally to be divided and paid nnto them for their prefennent 
at their marriage, as an augmentation of such further portion as their 
father shall bestow upon them. And as to his grandchild Thomas 
Roborson, who went away from hie master with whom he (testator) 
had placed him, his will and mind is that if he yet return again and 
betake himself to some honest calling and course of life, in mxch cm& 
his (testator's) son Robert Hyde shall pay as testator's gift unto him 
J?20, provided always that if he return as a vagrxiut and live dis- 
honestly and disorderly^ he shall stand excluded and debarred i^ 
concerning this legacy. To his servant John Rooth ho gives twenty 
shillings in money, one of his old riding coats, and that suit he (tes- 
tator) daily wears in his sickness* To every servant of bis son 
Robert Hyde he gives half a crown each. To his son Robert Hyde 
he remits a debt of ^50 and gives him the remainder of his goods 
and chattels after the payment of his debts. To the poor of Denton 
he gives twenty sbillings ; to the poor of Stockport forty shiJliugSf 
to be delivered into the hands of Master Normansell and the church- ^ 
wardens^ hy them to be dispensed. He constitutes his son Robert ■ 
Hyde sole executorj assuring himself that his said son will see this ~ 
his will truly performed and his body decently buried in the chancel 
of Stockport Church, according to his place, rank, and calling. 
Witnesses — Thomas Brown, John Booth, Isabel Oldham, Proved ~ 
at Chester January S, 1 639, 

The inventory of his ^* goods and chattels,** priced and valued at| 
his deaths gives a total of i£*S98 4s. 4d, Imp. one gelding i?8. 
It, In husbandry mare, JPIO 8s. 6d. It, In amiour, £S* It. In 
two pairs of virginals, ^3, It. In two green caqiets, .^1 lOs, 
In eighteen quishions, <^U It, In debts ow^ug to him, •£'564, 
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married Eleaoor, daughter of Jolin Molioeux Esq,j smd dying 
jinber 30, 1 639, waa succeeded by his fion Bobert, who, at the 
tlma of his tather^fl death, was about thirty-five yeara old. This 
Tuprescntatire of the family was, Hke his neighbour Col. Holland, 
a zealous Puritan, actively participating in the religious controTersy 
of the day. He took sides with the Parhament against Charles I. ; 
and when in 1642 Lord Strange laid siege to Manchester* intending 
to take |>o3seasion of it in the King's name, Mr. Hyde was one of 
the neighbouring gentry who armed their servants and dependentB 
and marched to t be relief of the town, assisting in the discomfiture 
of the Royalists, During the progreea of the siege ho succeisfully 
combated the proposition of Col. Holland, who advised the surrender 
of the town. 
H In 1 643 he was appointed by ordinance of parliament a commis- 
sioner to invcBtigate charges preferred against dolinquont ministerSf 
and " for the punishment of scandalous clergymen."'^ In this capa- 
city he is alluded to by tho Eev. Henj^ Newcome, who relates an 
amusing story illustrating his zeal in the discharge of the duties of this 
painful office : — "November 3, 1665, Mr. Hyde had sent to speak 
with me ; and I went this day to Stockport to meet him, and we sat 
together two or three hours. His business was to tell me of tho 
f^rful things he heard of my dear brother Steele, It was upon his 
diary being taken off him and some passages in it that they inter- 
preted to the worst of actions, as this — that such a day he went to 
such a place on a carnal account, and God turned it to a spirituah 
This they interpreted to be some woman design, and no other. The 
truth was, ho went to a fair to have bought a cow. He missed of 
that, and went home with a gentlewoman, and they had some oppor- 
tunity for t be sou! together- Now this was formed into a dreadful 
story and told to Mr* Hyde, and he told me, 1 gave him satisfactioii 
as far as I kne w. '' ' 



I 



' Weweome'H Autohiographyj (djotliam Serim,) p. 154. CWamy refers {Abridge 
menij vol. ii, p. 70S) to this imputed delinguency of Mr* Steele, but mike* oo mention 
of Mp. Hyde's elure in tlie mveatigtttion. "He [St^e] met wilb much trouble on 
Mopimi of bis b&nconformitr, particuUrlj in 1666 when he mas ftetting out for 
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In 1 645 Mr. Hyde wag elected n lay member of the First Lanca- 
shire Clas^cal Presbytety, ifvJiicli held its sittings in Manchester and 
exercised judicial authority in iriEitters spiritual throughout the 
parishes of Manchester, Prestwiuh, Eeclcs, Flixton^ and Aahton, 

His wife was Alice, third daughter and coht'iress of Thomas 
Crompton of Orompton Esq* in the county of Lancaster^ and by her 
he had a numerous family. Two of his daughters were married to 
Presbyterian ministers, viz. Ann, who became the wife of the Kev. 
William Bell, minieter of Huyton; and Katharine, wife of the Bev, 
William Meeke, minister of Sal ford ChapeL He survived his wite 
and many of his chikben, and dying in 108-4 in the eightieth year of 
his age, was interred within the precincts of Denton ChapeL 

By his will, dated July 10^ 1G82, Robert Hyde of Denton in the 
parish of Manchester and county of Lancaster Esq., being aged in 
body but of sound and perfect memory-, praise bo given to Almighty 
God for the same^ calhng to mind the uncertain estate of this trans- 
itory life, and that all flesh muet yield to death when it shall please 
God to call — and being desirous to settle things in order that so 
peace, unity, and good agreement may be and remain among hia 
children and relations afler his decease, disposes of his estate, ^c*, 
as follows : — First and principally, being penitent and sorry from 
the bottom of his heart for his sins past, most humbly desiring for- 
giveness of the same, he gives and commits -his soul unto Almighty 
God his Creator, assuredly believing that he shall receive full pardon 
and free remission of all bis sins, and be saved by the precious death 
and merits of his blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Christ Jesus,— and 
his body to the earth from whence it was taken, to be buried {in his 
burying-place in Denton Chapel) in such decent and Christian 
manner as his executors shall determine — in certain hope of ajoy- 



Lonitat) ; he it- m ibcD atopt and SGortsh&d bj a warrant horn the nt^igtibaiiriDg juitioos 
under colour of tha report of n plot ; mxd lindbg nothing to accuse liim of ihcj 
Aousod hii alm&UBck in which he Lcpt hia diary for that jear, and it not being written 
very logihly, thej made wbot malicious rc^ingi and coirtmcnta they pleft8«4 tjpon it 
to his great wrong and reproach, though to all soT>er poopic it dbtcottred hkn to b<? a 
mna that k«pt strict WAtch mix hh owu heart and wm n great hu^bnnd of hht tims,** 
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regurroction to ct&mal life* And as to the settling of his temporal 
oetAte, and such goods and chattels and credits as it hath pleased 
God far aboire his deserta to bestow upon him, he orders, gives, and 
diqMieeB of the same ae follows : that is to say, whereas he the said 
Eobert Hyde and Alice his late wife, deceased, being seised of an 
iaheritance of one-eighteenth part of several messuages, cottages, 
tenements, lands and premises, situated in Crompton, Oldham^ and 
Whetston HiU, in the count j of Lancaster, did in and by an 
indenture bearing date August 14, 1660, convey and assure unto 
William Bell of Huyton in the county of Lancaster clerk, John 
Wordsvtorth of Swayth Hall in the county of York gent,, William 
Hydo and Samuel Hyde (his aons), Thomas Lees of Denton and 
John Johnson of Haugbton in the county of Lancaster yeomen, all 
the aforesaid one-eighteenth part to such uses, intents and purposes 
as is therein mentioned, Tn which indenture there is a certain 
limitation that they the said William Bell^ &c., shall and may^ at 
any time after the decease of the said Robert Hyde and Alice hig 
wife, grant, bargain and sell all and every the said one-eighteenth 
pari unto the use of any person whatsoever for the best price or 
1 ^rioee ; and the moneys raised thereby shall be disposed of and dis- 
tributed unto and amongst the daughters of the said Robert Hyde 
and his wife Alice which shall be living at the decease of the sur^ 
vivor of the two, which shall be unmarried and not preferred, or if 
married and her or their portion not paid at the time of the death of 
the said Robert Hyde, in such proportion as is to be determined by 
the said Robert Hyde during his hfe or of Alice his wife. And 
whereas he the said Robert Hyde in and by a certain indenture 
under his hand and seal beariug date September 30, 1652^ and made 
between him the said Robert Hyde of one part, and Robert Dukin- 
field of Duk in field in the county of Chester KsquirOj John Ardera 
of Ha warden Esq., John Jackson of Bubinill in the county of Derby 
gent., and Cornelius Jackson of Bubinill aforesaid /^ent., of the 
other part; in which said indenture of conveyance there is a certain 
proviso, covenant and agreemontj that it shall and may be lawful for 
the said Robert Hyde at any time during his (testator's) natural life, 



by any act or deed in writing, or by his last will and testament, to 
give, grant, limit or bequeath unto any person whatsoever one or 
more annual rent or ©urn not exceeding £50 ^ year to be issuing oat 
of all and every the premises in the said indenture last recited in- 
cluded, (the several estates of tlie said Alice Hyde and Mary Hyde 
for and during the several continuances thereof only excepted,) and 
the same to commence immediately from and after the death of him 
the said Robert Hyde, to he paid at such times and in such manner 
lia to him may seem iit and as shall bo expressed in this lits will and 
testament, for and during such time and until that thereby or there- 
upon there shall or may be received or had any sum or sums of 
money not exceeding in the whole the sum of £oOO. Now for the 
settling and disposing of his temporal estate before mentioned and in 
his power reserved, together with all the rest of hia goods and chattels, 
he orders and bequeaths the same as follows: — First, hia debts, funB- 
ral expensei and legacies shall be paid out of his whole estate : and 
fora.9much as he has alreacly advanced and preferred with eonsidei^ 
able portions and sums of money all his sons and daughters {except 
his two danghtore Grace and Elizabeth Hyde) ho therefore gives and 
bequeaths to the said Grace and Elizabeth his loving daughters all 
and every the abovementioned one-eighteenth part of the said mes- 
Buages^ ki5.y and all the moneys to be raised thereby, equally to be 
divided ; and also ho be<|ueaths to his said daughters Grace and 
Elizabeth all the «£oOO before herein mentioned, to bo paid in yearly 
sums of J^50 during the term of ten years next ensuing after his 
decease, at the feast days of the nativity of St, John Baptist and St* 
Martin the Bishop in winter^ To his loving son Robert Hyde he 
bequeaths his signet of gold, his silver tobacco box with hts coat of 
arms on it, and his pocket pistol r also it h his will and mind that 
his said son Robert shall have and enjoy all the presses which are 
fixed in his (testator's) mansion-house, the couch chair in the hall, 
the couch chair in the parlour, the three tables in the hall, the brew- 
ing pan, and all the chairs and stools in the parlour and hall (afler 
his daughters Grace and Elizabeth have taken unto themselves two 
of the beet) i abo it b his will and mind that his son Robert Hyde 
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iiave all hia leasee, rolls of his pedigree and coat of arma boloog- 
ing to his estate, diiriog his natural life, and after lus death, in 
default of heirs male, he bequeaths the same to his iou William 
Hyde during his lite ; also it is hia will tbat his son Robert Hyde 
shall have such of his books aa he hath need of at a reasonable price 
when they are to be sold. Also he gives to his son William Hyde 
hii silver signet and all his plate buttons, and £d of raoneyj and the 
counterpart of the conveyance which he (testator) has in his keep- 
ing. Also he gives to his daughter Grace his other silver signet sent 
to hiai by Mr. John Newton^ and hia watch. Also he gives to hia 
grandchildren five shillings apiece. Also to his servants three shil- 
linp and fburpence apiece. All the rest of his gooda and chattels 
be gives to his said loving daughters Grace and Elizabeth, equally 
to be divided. Lastly, he appoints hia truaty and well-boloved sou 
William Hyde to bo executor. Proved at Chester June 19, 1684?. 

The inventory of bis " goods and chattels," taken at his decease, 
returns their estimated value at ^323 8s. 6d, It includes the 
following items : — Imp. lu purae and apparel £15. It. In silver 
plat© ^22. It, In Books ^^20. It. A watch, Gs. 8d. It. A gold 
signet ^2. It. Virginals, 6s. Sd, 

He was succeeded in his estatea by hia eldest surviving son Hobert 
Hyde, bom in 1634, who in 1694? was summoned as one of the 
grand jury empanelled at Manchester for the trial of certain influen- 
tial persons implicated in the Lancashire plot in favour of the abdi- 
cated monarch Jamca IL During his fathcr'a lifetime he bad 
married Mary, the daughter of John Jackson of Bubnell in the 
county of Derby Esq. She died in 1698, and was buried (July 22) 
in Denton Chapel. Mr. Hyde survived his wife about a year, and 
dying in 1699, was also buried (October 28} at Denton^ leaving an 
only child, a daughter, his sole heiress, who^ by her marriage with 
Sir Ralph Asshetou Bart, of Middleton, conveyed the Denton estate 
of the Hydes into that family. 

By this marriage Sir Ralph had no issue, but by a former matri- 
monial aUiance with Mary, only daughter and heiress of Thomas 
Vavasour of Spaldington in the c<}unty of York Esq,, ho left issuo 

V 
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three daughters, Ann, Mary, and Katharine, his coheiresses^ anion) 
T^'hom, at hU death in 171 (>, hia extensive estates, with the exeeptioa 
of the paternal estate at Middleton, (this, together with the Baron etc j, 
devolving upon his nephew Ralph Assheton of AJIcrton Gledhow^ 
afterwards Sir Ralph Assehton of Middleton) were divided. The 
Denton estate of Sir Ralph, acquire<l bj his marriage with the heiress 
of the Hydes, fell to the lot of his daughter Katharine, who becamQ 
the wife of Thomas Lister Esq. of Arnoldsbiggin in the county of 
York, The issue of this marriage was a sou, Thomas Lister Esq. 
M,P., of Gisburn Park, who in 17i8 married Beatrix, daughter of 
Jesaop Hnlton Esq. of Hulton Park, and dying November 2S, 1761, 
left an only son, Thomas Lister, created in 1797 Lord Ribblemlale* 

By hia will, dated September 25, 1759, Thomas Lister of Gisbum 
Park gives and devises all his lauds, tenements, and hereditaments 
in Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cheshire to his executors and execu- 
trix upon trust that aflcr his deeease they shall proceed to raise ttpon 
the said property, by sale or mortgage, the sum of j£*5,000 charged 
by his the said testator^'s late mother [Katharine Ashton] for the UB6 
of his younger brother and sisters, by a deed of appointment therein 
mentioned; and upon further trust that they shall convey all and 
singular the premises, or such parts as shall remain undisposed of, 
to the use of Thomas Lister, son of the said Thomas Lister the 
testator, and the heirs male of his body. He names as his executors 
Beatrix his wife^ Nicholaj* Wiuckley Esq., and Edward Parker of 
Browsholme Esq, 

In pursuaucej therefore, of the terms of the will, it was witnessed 
by an indenture bearing date June 24, 176*2 — That in consideration 
of the sum of jP3,000, Beatrix LUter, Nicholas Winckley, and 
Robert Parker, grant, bargain^ sell, alien, release and confirm to 
William Hulton of Hulton Park in the county of Lancaster Esq.» 
his heira and assigns, all that capital messuage or mansion-house 
called Denton Hall or Hyde Hall, situate, lying and being in 
Denton in the parish of Manchester, with the several closes or 
closures known as The Six Acres, The Four Acres, The Little 
Marsh, The Meadow Hey^ The Ooro Hey, The Great Marsh and 
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Wood, The Pjngot, The Great Field and Wood, The Lower Field 
aad Big Craft, The Great Rosliffe, Th© Little Eosliffe, The Holt, 
The Little Warth, The Great Warth and Wood, The Hop Yard, 
The Wash House Meadow, the Kiln Meadow, The Horse Close and 
Wood, containing in the whole by common eatiraation 118a. 2r. 26p. 
of the measure used thereabouts, now in the possession of WUham 
Kniffht or his assign, to hold the same to the nso of the said WiUiam 
Hulton, his heirs and assigns for ever. 

From tho general transfer of the lands in question were excepted 
two closes of land in Denton, called the Chapel Fields, the reversion 
and inheritance of which, subject to the said William Knight's lease, 
roB conveyed to William Bromiley. 

In 1813 the estate passed by purchase from the Hulton family 
to Mr. Francis Woodiwiss of Manchester, at whose death in 1830 it 
descended to his daughter Mijjs Mary Woodiwiss, the present pos- 



Byde HaU (in Denton), though not presenting so perfect an 
example of the ancient manor-house as Denton Hall, retains, never- 
theless, sufficient traces of antiquity to render it worthy the notice of 
the archifiologist, and deserving of a more close investigation than it 
seems hitherto to have obtained. It has been erected at two distinct 
periods ; the oldest portion — that comprising the principal enter- 
taining rooms — is of eonuiderabio antiquity, evidently dating so far 
back as the sixteenth century. It is built in the picturesque half- 
timbered style 80 characteristic of the period. The framework is 
formed of timber, consisting of a number of heavy oak beams resting 
upon a foundation of masonry and crossed in a lateral direction by 
othei^ of the same character^ the interstices or *^ panes,*" as they are 
technically termed, formed by this plaiding of the woodwork, filled 
with a plaster or composition of mud and clay, additional support 
being obtained from substantial buttresses of stone in three and four 
stages plskced at intervals along the walls. On the east side is a pro* 
jecting bay of two stories, the basement originally lighted by win- 
dows on each side, but since fdled up, their place suppHed by a single 
squiure window divided by luulUons into three lights and trausomed ; 
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e upper storj of the bay projects somewhat beyond the lowef, a 
l^eciiiiarity frequently to be obaorved in timber bouses erected during 
the later period of this style, and is lighted by a transoraed window 
earned round three sides of the bay, corresponding with the one for- 
merty existing in the basement, the whole terminating in an over- 
hanging gable, at one time having bad the addition of a barge-board 
and hip-knob, both of which have now disappeared. The chief 
entrance is by a covered porch at the west front, running the entire 
depth of the building. This porch as well as that portion of the hall 
immediately adjacent towards the south, is constructed of dressed 
masonry, and has been erected at a period subsequent to that part of 
the building already described, as is evidenced by the date 1625 
which appears in front. The entrance gateway has an obtuse 
poLuted arch, and is furnished with two massive oak doors well 
studded with iron naila, one placed at the advanced part of the porch 
and the other at its junction with the main wallfl. Over the gate- 
way in a panel is a shield bearing the arms of the Ilydes, and beneath, 
e date 1 tI25 ; above this is the porch chamber, lighted in front 
y a large square window of five lights divided horizontally by a 
Iransom, and on either aide by a single-light window t ransomed, the 
whole terminating in a parapet %vith moulded coping, and separated 
by a plain string course. The interior has undergone considerable 
changes since its erection, and presents little to call for observation if 
we except the principal apartment, the hall, which still remains 
in a tolerable state of preservation, though appropriated, in the hands 
of the present tenant, a farmer, to purposes widely differing from 
those to which it was first applied. It is of fair proportions, being 
about twenty-one feet by twenty-ibur feet^ and almost ten feet in 
height, hghted on the west by two modern windows of two lights, 
and originally on the east by an oriel or bay, already noticed in the 
description of the exterior. The walls of this bay, as well as of the 
hall iteeif, are covered with wainscot disposed in panels* The oriel, 
that almost inseparahle feature of a banqueting-hall, now forms a 
ieparate apartment, being divided front the hall by a partition of 
-fisk^ a^d entered from it by an open doorway, The lire place, deeply 
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jeoaasadf is comparatively of large proportions, beiog upwards of 
eleven feet in length. The ceiling is plain, divided into compart* 
monts by longitudinal and tranjaverso beams Hnislied with a plain 
chamfer upon the edge* The chamber over the hall ia of carpe- 
Bponding ei^e and also contains samo examples of wainscot patielliDf^^ 
The floors of this room and the passa|^e leading to it are of polished 
oak. The ontbuildings are very extensive, surrounding three sid^ 
of a apacious court, the hall occupying the fourth side ; these, how- 
ever, for the most part have been erected within the last few years, 
& portion only on the south side being of older date, the initial 
letters ^\ and the date 1687 appearing over one of the doors. 

The arms at the foot of this pedigree are 1st and ith hydr \ 
a chevron between three lozenges or, diHerenced by a creaoent, qui 
tered with DBKTot«r, arg. two bars gu. in chief three cinquefoili 
sa. ; 2nd and 3rd caoMPTON, gu, a fess wavy between three liotis 
ratupaut or. This quartering of Denton with Hyde might seem 
imply some early intermarriage between the two femihes, but 
this no evidence has survived. Crest : on a wreath a helmet — abovo 
ftll an eagle standing with wings erect sa. beaked and membered or. 

The original pedigree, which is certified April 15, 1658, by Wil- 
liim Kyley, Norroy King of Arms, waa in 1771 in the pofisea&ion of 
Mr, Robert Hyde of Manchester. 



Ia ih& reigQ of Elizabeth, among the small landed proprietors 
the township was Adam H niton, representative of a family of 
antiquity in the county ^ holding lands in Denton at a much eariiir 
period than the reign indicated. From the 1 1 niton pedigree it 
appears that Cecilia* daughter of David do Hulton^ received a gnni 
of lands from Alexander de Denton as early as the eighth year 
Edward 1. (1279). Denton does not appear to have been at an 
time the residence of this tamily, whose principal estatee 
situated at Farn worth and Over Hulton, From the inquisition post 
mortem of Richard Hultou in the 24 Henry Vll, (1508), we find 
that he died seised of the manor of Faruworth, &c., and also of laiidli 
in Dentou; audtrom similar inquisitions of William Hidton (1555), 
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dam Hulton (1597), and William Hulton (161S), the same estates 
seen to have been successively inherited by hia descendants!. In 

597 i when the waste Imida of Denton were enclosed, Adam HuItOE 
received a grant of 46 acres as a landed proprietor in the township. 
In 1645 the landed interest of the familj seems temporarily to have 
ceased, one George Lees holding himself in that year responsible for 
*^the Chapel- wage anciently paid by Mr, Hulton''s tonante," imply- 
ing a transfer of the property. About the middle of the last century 
their connexion with Denton was resumed by the purchase, on tho 
part of the then representative, William Hulton Esq., of the Dane 
Heyes and Hyde Halt estates, both situated in tho township, and 
together of considerable extent* This property they did not long 

tain, having conveyed it by sale in 1S13 to Mr. Francis Woodi- 

ifis; from which time the H nitons have finally ceased from the 
ranks of landed proprietors in Denton township. 

Another family possessed at an early period of lands in Denton, 
was that of Holme of Hulme Hall in the adjacent township of Red- 
dish, Lawrence Hulme resided at Hnlme Hall in the 8 Henry V. 
(1421). In the 2 and 3 Philip and Mary (1554-5) Johan Holme, 
(for thus the name was anciently written J widow of Nicholas 
Holme, prosecutes in the Duchy Court at Lancaster Ambrose AsmaU 
and George Asmall for forcible entry and tortious possession of lands 
and tenements called Holmes More in Denton. In the 8 Elizabeth 
(156^) Bobert Holme cites Thomas Holme before the same court 
for detention of title deeds of messuages and lands in Reddish and 
Denton, pledged for security of money lent. As a landowner in the 
township, Robert Holme received in 1597 a grant of six acres of thd 
waste lands of Denton^ then first enclosed- From the inquisition 
post mortem of William Holme in the 14 Charles I. (1639) it 
appears that he died seised of lands at Hulme in Beddish and also 
in Denton. He was father of William Hulme tho munificent 
founder of the exhibitions at Brazonose College, Oxford, which bear 
his name. By his will, dated October 20, 1691, the latter leaves the 
reversion of his estates to certain trustees, who shall pay the annual 
rente amongst '* such four of the poor sort of Bachelors of Arts taking 
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fluch degree in Brazenose College^ Oxford, as from time to time shall 
reaoWe to continue to reside there hj the spsu^ of four year* after , 
fiucb degree taken. '" The number of exhibitioners on this foundatioa ■ 
is now Bilteen^ owing to the greatly increased value of the be<iuest, " 
each of whom receives ^150 per annum. The extent of land in 
DentoD in the ban da of the Hulmian trosteea is about fifty-soTea ■ 
acres statute measure, producing to the charity in 1S15 an annual 
rent of ^60 18e, 

The family of Barlow of Barlow Hall near Manchester was also in 
the reign of Elizabeth numbered amontrst the smaller landed pro- 
prietors in the township. From the inquifiition post mortem of 
Alexander Barlow in the 27 Elizabeth (1584-) we find that he died 
seised of an estate called Barlow Hall and of lands in Denton and 
Houghton -infra-Wy thin gton. By reason of the absence of dates 
in the pedigree of thia famOy, and from the constant recurrence of 
the same Christian name in successive generations, it is somewhat 
difficult to identify the individual member referred to in the inquisi- 
tion. It would probably be the son of Ellis Barlow Esq. and Ann, 
daughter of Otes Reddish of Reddish Esq. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Geor^re Legh of West Hall in the county of Lancaster 
Esq,, a younger son of Legh of lligh-Legh, Hie sister Margaret 
was the wife of Kilward Stanley third Earl of Derby. From a later 
inquisition of Sir Alexander Barlow, of the date 18 James L (1620), 
probably the grandson of the last mentioned Alexander, we learn 
that he died seised of the same estates. He married ELizaboth, 
daughter of Henry Parker, Lord Morley and Monteagle, and wii 
brother of ^Villian^ Barlow D,D., Dean of Chester and dWwaxda 
Bishop of Lincoln. I 

At the commencement of the seventeenth centtirj Alexander 
Reddish of Reddish Esq* was a landowner in Denton, He was the 
BOO of John Reddish Esq, and Mar^ret, daughter and coheLroas of 
Sir Robort Lan^loy of Agecroft, His interest in the towndiip 
appears to have been but small^ since but one acre of the Denton 
waste lands was assigned to him at the period of their being enclosed 
in 1597. His inquisition hears date 11 James I. (1613). 
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Until the reigu of Heniy VIII. Denton was dependent on the 
mother Church of Manchester for whatever spiritual supervision it 
enjoyed. Such of the inhabitants as were able to frequent their 
pariah church would resort thither, and others would trust to the 
itated though precarious visits of the clergy belonging to that church. 
Perhaps, as being nearer, the ministrations at Stockport and Ashton 
might attract some. In early times, when ecclesiastical structures 
were less numerous and the population more widely scattered, each 
diiirch became a missionary station, from which, as a centre, the 
dergy attached thereto made periodical visits in a circuit of the entire 
parish, oftentimes many miles in extent ; but as this was the sugges- 
tion of necessity rather than convenience, in process of time chapels 
of ease sprang up, at first probably supplied by the clergy of the parish 
church, but afterwards, as the piety of individuals led to their partial 
endowment, by a resident ministry possessing all but independent 
jurisdiction. Of this latter description was Denton Chapel, erected 
in 1531-2, by the local fiunilies, the Hollands and the Hydes. As 
now seen, it is substantially the same as when first built, being the 
only one of the more ancient Chapels in Manchester parish still re- 
taining those original architectural features which it is probable all 
once had in common. It approaches in form that of a parallelogram, 
and consists of a nave and chancel, the latter of very scanty propor- 
tions and of recent date, added about the year 1800 by the Rev. 
W. P. G^reswell, who, on entering upon his Incumbency, found 
neither chancel nor communion table ; from which circumstance be 
drew the inference that the Presbyterian form of administering the 
Holy Communion had continued to prevail there up to that late 
period. The vestry is on the north side, and a bell-turret surmounts 
the western gable. The chapel is constructed chiefly of timber, 
and in an ancient document in the patron^s possession, is said to 
have been framed in Hibbert wood, — a low footing or basement of 
stone supporting a strong framework of that material, with upright 
posts, divided into squares by horizontal beams extending the length 
of the building, the whole braced at intervals diagonally, and the 
spaces filled with plaster flush with the outer surfnco of the wood- 
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work. The roof is for the period rather acute in pitch, and, as m 
customary in this Etyle, exteods considerably beyond the walls in 
what are termed dripping eayes. The gables of th© aaye and chan- 
cel are protected by barge-boards pierced with trefbik and haying 
hip-knob^ and pendants. 

The interior ia divided into two equal parts by an avenue running 
from east to west, the north side being originally appropriated to the 
exclusive use of the inhabitants of Denton, and the south side to the 
use of the inhabitants of Haughton and Hyde. It is filled with plain 
high-backed pews of no great antiquity^ if we except three or four 
on the north side adjoining the chancel, which are evidently much 
older than the others and probably date from the foundation of the 
Chapel ; some of these bear the arms of the Hyde family. On the 
6th of October, 1768, a citation waa issued for the re-pewing of 
the eouth side of the chapel, *^the seats, stalls and forma therein 
having by length of tiine become old, ruinous, and decayed," — the 
proceeds of the sale of any additional sittings thus secured to go 
towards defraying the cost of the alteration. 

In 1728 a gallery was erected at the west end of the chapel, the . 
north side of which was to be devoted to *'the free use of the present 
set of psalm-singers,^^ and the south side to be appropriated afi fol- 
lows : one pew to be assigned to the minister^'s house, and the rest to ■ 
*' such persona as will aubscribe the largest sunua towards augmenting 
the minister's salary." A faculty was not obtained until September 
11, 1749. The front of the gallery exhibits some good examples of 
pan el- work carving in the arabesque style, but these were doubtless 
intended for other purposes, and may probably have formed the endB 
of the old stalls or pews before the re-pewing of the chapel just 
alluded to. The roof, originally open, was in 1 726 concealed by a 
flat inner roof, but was restored to its original state by ^Ir. GroswcU 
about the year 1820; it is plain and simple in its construction, 
divided into bays by horizontal tic-beams resting upon upright wall- 
pieces, and strengthened on either side by curved bracing ribs with 
spandrels springing from plain corbels. From the upper side of the 
tie-beam rise struts which serve to brace the principal rafters, the 
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formed between these ratlars and the purhns being quatre- 
hiled. The pulpit jifHxed to the oorth wall, about midway, is of 
dark ocik; one of the supporters bears the date 1659, 

With the exception of that to%vards the east, the windows are 
smaU and of irregular form, Thej were originally, as it seems, 
filled with stained g!ase, much stiO remaining, but m fragmentary 
and IraDSposed, that all attempts to decipher the inscriptions are 
Bunavailing. They are plain and square-headed, and placed with« 
out much regard to regularity, eight on the north side and six 
on the south. The clianeel is lighted by a four- centred window of 
five lights partially filled with staioed glass, apparently monu- 
mental in its design. In the upper part of the centre light is 
the figure of an angel holding in the hand a sceptre to which is 
attached a legend bearing an inscription. Below this is the bust 

*of what appears to have been a female figure, and an imperfect in- 
scription in blaek-letter avmtg't et Batljatine frtirsstra tni 

btttU, Still lower is a shield divided quarterly, the first, second 
and Ibnrth quarters of which cannot be deciphered ; on the third 
quarter is a fret, and over all a bend charged with three escallop 
Khells and a mullet (for diflorcnce) ; surmounting the shield, on a 
helmet, ia an imperfect crest, the head and part of the wing of a bird. 
Below this is another shield, arg. on a chevron between three 
lo^ngea sab. a crescent of the field ; (the arms of Hjde in all 
respects save the tinctures.) In the upper portion of the fourth 
light, that immediately to the right of the centre, is the sacred mo- 
nogram in yellow and gold, within a circle. Beneath is a portion 
of a figure habited in a robe of scarlet. Below this is a shield charged 
with the arms of Hyde, azure a chevron hetw*ecn three lozenges or. 
Still lower is a female figure with hands uplifted as if m supplication, 
and kneeling before an altar upon which is displayed an open book ; 
the figure is draped in purple, and from the mouth issues a legend 
with the inscription, "fi^intVtXS md/ There is a counterpart of 
this in the lower part of the second light, the position of the figure 
only reversed so as to confront the one just described. Here too is a 
shield tlivided palewajsi and filled with fragEiients of stained glass, 
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but apparently having no heraldic eigiiificatioD, About the centre 
of the tiglit are the remains of a figure robed in white, the head sur- 
rounded hj a nimbus, holding in the hand a palm branch ; and 
above it the arms of Holland, a lion rampant arg. ducally crowned or. 
The first and fifth lights are plain » containing only the initial letters 
U, and 1^., corresponding with members of the two local families 
whose names have been already enumerated. One other disjointed 
inscription may serve to complete the description of the east winJoii^, 

les&r et laatr zi «Unril sttoru (|tit . . , - . . antw ©Si 

quuigtntrisiiima trcce$$sim4 AetuOo* 

The inscriptions in the windows on the north side are as follows: 



JFatiatte ujrorm mt 
. itatfjarint uxono isttc 



. . , . arBi lopprt ft ^aOti 
... an ^m Ua ILirollat Smtt^ 
Bobrt £mitt)r 
The south windows contain the arms of the Holland family rudely 
.executed, and an inscription as follows ft CTrtftUanc ttXOnn 

nut ammali^ I^tii m(> ctccto xxxU 

The principal dimensions of the chapel, externally, are, length of 
nave 83 feet 6 inches, width 23 feet 9 inches ; chancel 8 feet 4 J 
inches long and 7 feet 1 inch deep* Height of wall to the spring of 
the roof 14 feet 10 melic», to the apex of the roof 21 feet 1 inch. 
The chapel yard ia raised some three feet above the road, surrounded 
by a low stone wall, and is entered on the east side by a gateway, 
and by a quaint-looking covered lych-gate on the south. 

Denton Chapel is dedicated to St. James, as by a curious coinci- 
dence are also the adjacent Chapels of Gorton and Birch, The late 
Mt. Ore 9 well on insnfEcient grounds changed the name of the patron 
saint to Saint Lawrence, a change suggested by the cireumstanoe of 
the village wakes being held on St. Lawrence's day, and the admitted 
connexion which is everywhere found to subsist betw*een the patron 
saiot of the church and the festival in question ; but it must be 
remembered that wakes have been much interfered with by acts of 
parliament, especially in Puritan times^ and also that the transition 
from the old to the new stylo of computation has tended much to 
disturb the accuracy of such calculations. Ecton {HiesaMnts Rerum 
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Eedenafticarum, p, S7^) and Bacon (Lifter Eegu^ p, 1235) both 

agree \n committing it to the guardianship of St. Janie^, and their 
testiFnony must be regarded aa conchisive, especially when opposed 
to mere inference and conjecture. 

It ia named with the other chapeU of Manchester parish, Stretford, 
Choriton, Didsbury, Gorton, Newton, and Blackley, in certiiin 
directions i^ued in 1573 by the Archbishop of York and the Eccle- 
fflasticai Commissioners^ the object of which was to enjoin upon the 
Warden and Fellows of Manchester a constant residence within the 
parish of Manchester and diligent preaching every Sunday in the 
Ipehureh at Manchester or in one of the several chapels above enume- 
rated. 

From an inquisition taken at Manchester on Monday June 16, 
650, before certain comraiseioners appointed by the Commonwealth, 
it appears that " in the township of Withington are the four chapela 
of D ids bury, Choriton, Birch, and Denton, which chapols arc lit to 
be made a parish/' and that *' licddish having no church or chapel, 
and the inhabitants reaoiling to Stockport^ Denton, and Gorton, it is 
fit to liave a church or chapel erected between it and Heatou Nor- 
ria."* These suggestions were never acted upon. 

To the judicious repairs and restorations of Mr. Greswell the con- 
tinuance of Denton Chapel in its present form must be ascribed* 
When appointed to the Incumbency in 1731» he found nuraerouB 
aky-lights and other apertures in the roof, caused by the wind dis- 
placing the slates, through which the rain and snow found access ; 
and tliis to such au extent as to cause long strips of the coiling to 
give way, and to fall, to the serious interruption of the services and 
the discomfort of the minister and people. At this period, through 
age and decay, the walls of the edifice resembled a riddle. Mr. 
Greswell recommended the roof to be taken ofi' and resiated, the 
horizontal ceiling to be removed, and the chapel left as he con- 
jectured it had originally been, open to the roof. He further sug- 
gested that the exterior should be cemented, and that internally 
upright beams should be placed against the old walls, that these 

1 MSS. BmiQihitta Lamb., fuL l36, 
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ahould bo filled in with lath and plaster, the old waUs bciDg thus 
encased. The labour of restoration Ijaving been comuienced, tlio wi- 
bration attendant on fixing the beanos caused sundry coats of white- 
wash to separato from tbo walk, wlien, to the astonishment of the 
workmen, several words in oM EtigHsh charaetera were discovered, 
and on further search under the superintendence of Mr. G-reswell, 
the whole history of Dives and Lazarus, taken from an older ver- 
sion of the Scriptures than the authorised edition now in use, was 
discovered written upon the walls» This inscription still remains, 
hut of course concealed by the recent plaster to which the walls wers 
subjected. 

Two heraldic Bhields, with the names, Hulton de Hulton and 
Hyde de Denton, were also at the same time discovered at the eaat 
end of the chapel, on removing from a panel the coating of plaster 
whereon in modern times the Decalogue had been inscribed. 

Deceived by false information (Britton and Bray ley's Brautits of 
Euffl^nd and Wales^ vol, ix. p. 2S8) Mr. G res well bas been led to 
assign to the structure an earlier date of foundation than the tacts of 
the case warrant, and has perpetuate<l the error by an inscription 
which he has caused to be placed over the south door of the chaj>el : 
"Strvxit Kicardus Holland de Denton armiger, anno Edvardi IV. 
septimo; restitvit Patroni ctdiver&orum libera! itas annis mocccxvi^ — 
MDCccxxxi^.'^ As already stated, the chapel was indisputably built 
in the year 1531-2. 

The communion plate now in use is altogether modem with the 
exception of the cup, which is inscribed, **A communion cup given 
to Denton Chappel by M^^ Mary Done." This benefactor was 
Mary, daughter and coheiress of Sir John Done of Utkington, and 
iister to Eleanor, wife of Ealph Ardeme of Harden Esq,, who was 
interred at Denton Chapel in 1 1)66. She was for sometime resident 
with her sister at Harden, and became in 1636 the wife of John 
Crcw*6 Esq. Her monument in Tarporlcy Church, where &he was 
buried, describes her as '^ a blessed peacemaker, full of good works 
and almsdeeds which she did to the bodies and souls of mauy.'^ 
There is also a cup of more ancient design and of ruder execution^ 
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now long disused, but still included with the other articles of com- 
muiiton plate. It is of fiil^er^ thin and apparently beaten into shape» 
the marks of the haTiimcr still remaining,'. From its genenil ap- 
pearance it is probable that it waa asaociatcd with the services of the 
ehapcl in the earliest times. An inscription, but without date, 
etieirclea the outer circumferenco : the co^^fe ioh Taa lobds 

TABLE. 

In a turret mirmounting the apex of the western gable hanp the 
hell, inscribed with the names, Robert Bridghouse and John Hardy, 
chapel wardens^ and the date 1715, The initials A. K„ which also 
appear, indicate it to have been cast at the foundry of the celebrated 
Abraham Rudhal! of Gloucester, who before the year 1684 had 
brought the art of bell-founding to great perfect! on j and whose de- 

ndanta in succession continued the business down to 1774, when 
^mily had cast the enormous number of 3,594 bells. They 

re succeeded at Gloucester by Messrs, Mears, who have also 
a foundry at Whitechapel, London. This, however, is not the 
earliest notice we have of a bell in connexion with Denton Chapel. 
The Chapel registers under the year 1692 contain an entry very 
cireumatantially made of the expense of a bell then Brst huug, and 
which was cast fiom the broken metal of one yet more ancient ; so 
that the present bell ii at least the third which has summoned tho 
inhabitants to the house of prayer. 

As early aa the first year of the reign of Queen Mary (1553) a 
commission was issued from the Duchy Court of Lancaster in the 
name of the Queen, on behalf of Edward Parker, addressed to Sir 
Richard Sherburne Knt, and others, reciting a former commission of 
the 7th of Edward VI., which was to inquire, search, and survey 
what lands^ tenements, bellsj chalices, plate, jewels, stocks of kine, 
sheep, money and other things, belonging to chantries in the county 
of Lancaster, which ought to have come to the said king by the force 
of the act of parliament in that ca^e made and provided, aud to receive 
and deliver the same to Edward Parker to his majesty's use ; but that 
divers bells in several parishes (and amongst others in Manchester 
parish that at Denton is named) had not come to his bands by virtue 
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of Bucli tbrtner commission ^ the parisbionem still retaining the same; 
the object therefore of her majest/e present eomtnission was to 
direct inquiry to be made of what beUs so remained in the parisb- 
ioners^ bands according to an inventory with such commission J 

One of the most curious and interesting features of the Chapel 
remains yet to be described — the small box or pew built to the 
north wall and opening into the interior of the chapel by an aperture 
near to the pulpit, access being had from without by a flight of steps 
in the chapel yard. It was erected in 1676 by Robert Hyde Esq., 
for reasons which are stated in the following letter to l^lr. Holland : 
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Honoured Sir, 

My due respects premised : — I understood by a neighbour, 
Daniel Hobson of Haughton by name^ upon Monday last, that you 
are much displeased and otfended with me for building a little place 
joined to the outside of the chapel upon the north side, only four foot 
square^ and fixed to that side where I have two forms within the 
chapel. The occasion of this building was only the decay of my 
hearing, especially on the left ear, being aged seventy-two years and 
somewhat past, for that I could not either hear the chapters nor 
psalms when read, nor hear the prayer nor beginning of the sermon, 
the minister's voice being much decayed by reason of his age, — and 
merely for my better hearing and edification I made this building, 
whereby never a seat in the chapel hath any injury nor any person 
hath any prejudice in the least ; — and had I thought that either you 
or any person would have been offended I would not liavo done it, ^- 
and were it to do again 1 would not do it. I confess I was to blame 
that I did not acquaint you with it before I did it ; but I dare appeal 
to your own judgment, if at any time you please to come over upon 
your own occasions and to view it, whether I have done any injury 
to any person whoever. Moreover, I being the same day at the 
funeral of John Cheetam, your under-tenant to young John Taylor, 
ho told me your man John Ward had told him that you were much 
displeased at the assessment agreed by the neighbours of both towns 
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[Denton and Ilaughton] for the repair of the chapel belJ, and that 

pu would withdraw your kindness from Mr* Angier if that montee 

were not repaid, or words to that purpose. The truth is, I desired 

the chapel warden to come to jou and to acquaint you with the 

necessity of that repair before any work was done about it, which it 

I seems he did not, and for which ho is much to be blamed . But give 

^iiie leave to tell you that it waa a work so necesuary to be done (and 

^■he charge was but a tburth part of a quarterns wages throughout the 

^eliapelry) that if it had not boon done speedily tlie bell had been in 

danger to have (alien down and been spoiled, and the bell-houBe by 

end of the chapel ; for almost all the iron bands that turn over and 

the iron bands that fasten the bell to the stock were rust and broken 

from it, and the wheel was rotten ; and if we had been forced to 

have cast the bell new and to have repaired tho bell-houao and the 

chapel end, it would have cost the chapelry above twenty marks. 

^^nd I l)elievo rather tlian you should withdraw your kindness, some 

^few persons in the chapelry would repay your part of the charges. 

And 1 do hereby promise that whilst 1 live in Denton there shall be 

nothing done in or about the chapel but with your privity and consent 

first obtained. I shall take it as a great favour if you write a line or 

two back by the bearer, sent purposely to know your pleasure, and I 

r remain 
Sir, 
i>iovember 15, 1676. Your friend and humble servant, 

^B Bout. Hyue. 

^P- Addressed — '* This ffor his honoured firend William Holland of 
Heat on Esq, and Rector of Malpas.''^ Endorsed — " Robert Hydes 
Esq. letter to Mr, William Holland about his encroachment in 
^building a box of 4ft. square up to the side of Denton Chappel." 

^H To this letter Mr. Holland replied as follows : — 

^H »-,,..,.,.,» I make this return : — ^ That I have no desire to 

quarrel with my neighbours appears by that tameneas I have shewed 

in groat incitements ; but continued provocations baffle any patience, 

id au hard treading will cause the turning of a worm. Sir, it 
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liatli been the wonder of others as well as myself that, having ao 
coneiJeKible an interest in the chapelry^ I have been laid aside in 
the consideration of trangactitigs here. 'Tia true I live at a distance, 
and it may be the product of designing influence to cut me at all. 
To prevent this, as I know so I must notice my concerns more than 
1 have done. As to particulars — 'tis true I heard of the excrotoence 
or wen you had added to the body of the chapel, but I reserved the 
declaring of my sentiments about it till I had taken au ocular view 
of itj and so did not (as some say) give out that it should be pulled 
down, TCextj as to the late assessment, tax, or inipoaition, (1 koow 
not by what title to dignity it,) I had not eo much respect given me _ 
(though both self and tenants' estates were concerned in that unpar- f 
liamentary act) as to know upon what account we were thus taxed i 
nor was it intended 1 sbonid have any notice of it or givo any con- 
currence to it, since warning of the chapelry to meet was given on 
the Saturday and the meeting appointed on Monday May 29, which 
of necessity must exclude any notice or concurrence of mine. Nor 
since that time have I ever had the civility of an a<ldress. But at 
last by frequent demands my man was overcome to pay the tax ; 
whereupon I told him his forwardness had ..,,.. me and biiiiself^ 
for I would not pay it, — and that has made a eignificat of my mind 
to the chapel. But I disown any speech of mine tending to with- 
draw my kindness to Mr. Angier^ as well knowing if Titus offend, 
Sempronius is not to aniler. This much reaemblea the gtory of 
Daniel Hobson touching my resentment of your additional build- 
ing, — whereas my thoughts of it had not been clothed with Ian- 
guage. 
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Writing also at the same time under strong feelings of resent- 
ment, to the collector of the rate in question, Mr. Holland says : — ^ 

E. H., ■ 

I understand you have demanded and received from my man 
Ss, Jid. as charged upon Denton demesne towards the repair of the 
chapel there* Who they are that have presumed to charge it, or 
what authority they have to enforce it, or for what repairs the tax 
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Uid, no address has been made to m© to Inform me or request my 
concurrence* I look upon it as an insoleDt invaflion of my property 
and an ingrateful disregard to him whose family havD been such 
ermnent and unfollowod benefactors to the chapel^ and therefore 
iball not he so easy as to suffer it. I require your repayment of the 
Baid 2s. 7ld,^ or else I ahall look upon myself as concerned to oppose 
and deny all such arbitrary taxes on my estate. I look for your 
return of the tax. 



Erected, as alreaily stated ^ by the local families of Holland and 
Hyde, for the use of their tenants, the chapel was, within two or 
three years of its erection, endowed by the common consent of the 
freeholders, who undertook for themselves and their succeseors the 
an una! payment of ^20 in support of a minister. *' It was atrreed 
26 Henry VIIL [1534?] by the freeholders of Denton and Halghton 
that every acre should pay n^20, and every acre in an intack to be 
enclt^ed to pay 20d., for the upholding of the chapel lately built on 
the same common, [Signed] Richard Holland, VVtIliam HuItoUj 
Adam H niton, William Hulton aon and heir apparent of the same, 
WiUiani Hyde, Nicholas Hulme, George Legh and Henry Ashton." 
This endowment, it was calculated by the freeholders, would pro- 
duce an annual income of i? 20 to the officiating minister* It seems 
probable that Holland Watson, %vho quotes the above covenant from 
the HarL MSS., has fallen into an error in transcribing it, and that 
2®^ (i.e. 2 id.) and not 20' (i.e. £20) is the correct reading, since all 
calculations based on the latter alleged contribution must show very 
different results from those contemplated by the promoters. Indeed 
this amended version is supported by documents in the present 
patron's possession, wherein it is stated that " the ^20 to the minis- 
ter is the rule and standard for assessing all leys for the repair of the 
chapel or whatever is wanting there according to each man's parti- 
cular proportion of it, and it is found to be a land-tax in Denton 
f^ter the rate of twopence halfptnny an acre.'*'' This early pro- 
visioB for the maintenance of a resident curate, at firat cheerfully 
and universally acquiesced in by the landowners and their tenants. 
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wai further augroented by Richard Holland Esq. of Denton, grand- 
son of the founder, who in his will, dated November 10, 1018, 
directed that out of the isbuqs of certain landE after his death, the ■ 
euni of i?" 100 ehoidd he taken, received and omployed by his execu- 
trix for and towards the purchasing of a yearly stipend of £20 per 
annum in pei'petuity for the maintenaneo of a godly minister to 
preach the Woi'd of God and read Divine Service at Denton chapel, 
to be nominated and choaen from time to time m the place shall be 
Toidf by hk brother Edward Holland, his cousin Hamnet Hyde of 
Norbury Esq., and Robert Hyde of Denton gent*, or by any two of 
them, or the heira male of them or of any two of them which shall be 
really possessed of and in their lands, tenements and hereditaments 
in Denton and Houghton as lords and owners thereof, whereof his 
said brother and his heira male after him to be one, hoping that upon 
this occasion not only they but divers other good Ghristians there- 
abouts will be moved bountifully to contribute towards the same. 
Of tills his last will he makes his daughter Mary Eccleston widow 
bis executrix. After hi^ death his said daughter became the wife of 
Roger Downes Esq*, who in April, 1621, paid over the ^100 to 
Edward Holland brother and heir of the testator, to be disposed of 
according to the terms of the will. Edward Holland died leaving 
Ann his wife his executrix. She paid in February, 163 5, the .£*100 
to Richard Holland son and heir of the said Edward, who in 164-> 
disbursed £5 towards the minister's maintenance, and £S towards 
the repairs of the cbapel-bouse. Shortly after this a dispute arose 
{which led to a lawsuit) amongst the influential inhabitants of the 
township as to the legacy in question, touching the propriety of 
investing it in the hands of trustees as the most certain means of 
eecnring its application to the purpose for which it was bequeathed, 
and in August, 1653, Kichard Holland Esq. was summoned^ at the ^ 
instance of Robert Hyde Esq. of Denton, before certain Commis- | 
sioners for Pious Uses, who in the month of December pronounced 
tlie following decision : — " Upon hearing of the whole matter we do 
make and declare this end following — first, that the said Colonel 
Richard Holland, tor and in consideration of the said legacy of 
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i*100 wbich c^me into his hfindg in or about February in tbe year 
]63'5, and all clainas and demands wbatsoever concerning tbe same 
from him, bis beire, executors and admin btrators, do pay tbe sum of 
^166 13s. 4<1. in manner and form following; That is to say, that 
the said Colonel Holland do pay unto the said Robert Hyde of Den- 
ton the sum of ^100 upon this instant sixth day of Deceniber, fot 
which be is to give sufficient security to repay the same to the said 
Colonel Eichard Holland and Edward Hyde of Hydo co. Cost, and 
their heirs with interest at\er the rate of ^6 in the ^100 for one 
year, the profit whereof is to be employed towards the maintenance 
of Mr, John Angier the present minister of Denton Chapel and to 
the uiiniiteTS of the said place successively according to the said will 
of tbe abov^esaid Richard Holland^ and the sum of ^50 at and upon 
the first day of May which shall be in the year of our Lord God 
1655* which said sums shall be bestowed upon land, the yearly pro- 
fits whereof eball he received and paid to and for the use and towards 
the maintenance of the said Mr, Angier and the ministers of Deutou 
successively according to the aforesaid will : and in the meantime 
that the money be put forth and employed ibr the best advantage of 
the said Mr. Angier and successive ministers of Denton : and in case 
a fit purchase can be had before the aforesaid first day of May 1 655, 
then the said Colonel Richard Holland shall pay the abovesaid i?50 
for and towards the said purchase upon three months^ warning given 
the said Colonel Richard Holland : and the remainder of the said 
sum of -^IGfj 13^, 4d., being ^16 ISs, 4d,i to be paid unto the said 
Mr. John Angier at or before the 13 day of this instant December 
to his only use and behoof: and further, that notwitlistandjng the 
payment of the said sum^ of oioii oy as aforesaid^ neither the said 
Colonel Holland nor Mr. Edwanl Holland his son shall diminish 
smj payment or wages aeeustomarily paid to the said Mr. John 
Angier out of their lands in Denton in proportion with the rest of 
the inhabitants of the said town, nor withhold from the said Mr, 
Angier their proportionable parts of their chapel rents so long as the 
same is paid within the said town : lastly, that public notice be 
given for the meeting of the inhabitants of the saitl chapelry, when 
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BO muck of tJie Baid will of the abovenamed Richard Holland he 
lead to them jis concerns the gift of the said d&lOO ; and to the intent 
that the said will of Richard Holland may he better perforaiod for 
the successive elections of the ministers of Denton chapel according 
to the said will, that then the said manner of electiou be confirmed 
hy the assent and subscription of the said inhabitants ; and that 
likewise in pursuance of the said will the abovenamed Colotiol Rich- 
ard Holland, Edward Hyde and Robert Hyde and their heirs, or any 
two of them whereof Colonel Holland and his heirs shall be one, do 
purchase the aforesaid land, when it shall be found out as aforesaid^ 
in trust and for the use of the minister and ministers of Denton suc- 
cessively according to the said will. In witness whereof we have 
hereunto set our hands and seals, the sixth day of December in the 
year of our Lord God 1653. 

in the presence of [Signed] John Crewe. 

Roger Harsneppe. W. Ashurst* 

Tbo^ Ouldhara. 

Peter Jones*'"' 



On this award being promulgated. Colonel Holland paid over the 
Bum of £1^6 13a, 4d. as decreed, namely *^1 00 to Robert Hyde Esq. 
of Denton^ security for the same having first been given; £J6 13s. 4d, 
to the minister of Denton ; the remaining £oO being already put out 
upon bonds limited to the uses in the will expressed. Notwithstanding 
this, Mr. Robert Hyde, still unsatisfied, proceeded to file a bill in chan- 
cery against Colonel Holland, to compel him to pay into the court the 
£50 with interest^ which sum, as he alleged, yet remained under 
Colonel Holland's control, and to exclude him, by reason of bii for- 
mer breach of trust, from all future participation in the management 
of the legacy. The matter continued in dispute until the year 1657, 
when an order was issued by the Lords Commissioners for ihe 
Keeping of the Great Seal, bearing date February 3, 1 657, empower- 
ing Gilbert Ireland of Bewaey Esq, and Thomas Brereton of AslUey 
Esq. to decide the question. In pursuance of this decree the albre- 
said commissioners gave notice to the inhabitants of Denton gene- 
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ralljj and Robert Hjde the plaintiff aud Richard Holland the 

defendant in particular, to appear before them at the hous*e of Mr. 
Alexander Green in Manchester, on Thursday the 15th day of 
April. At the time and place appointed Colonel Holland, Mr. 
Robert Hyde, Mr Edward Hyde, the Rev. John Angier, and most 
of the inhabitants appeared, and a unanimonfj desire was expressed 
that the -f 150 should be paid into the hands of six of them who 
would give security for it , and they then requested Richard Holland, 
Ed%vard Hyde and Robert Hyde Esquires to take the security in 
their own names^ but Mr. Robert Hyde absolutely refused to inter- 
meddle with the said trust or that any security should bo taken in 
his name at all for the said moneys ; whereupon the inhabitants 
subscribed their requests and their hands to the said Richard Hol- 
land and Edward Hyde Esquires, moving them that the aeeurity for 
the said £150 might be taken in their two names till land could be 
found out to lay the monies out upon for the use of the minister at 
Denton chapel^ which was accepted of and done accordingly by joint 
consent. Pending a decision on this disputed subject, the amiable 
Mr. Angier addressed the following letter to Colonel Holland, 
Though brief, and in its expression common place^ it is characteristic 
of the man, himself at peace with all the worlds aud one who 
laboured for the dissemiiiation of peace amongst his people ; — 



Honoured Sir, 

The incoaragement you gave mo in ray desires of peac^ 
haatned my indeavours at home, where I found Mr. Hyde very 
desirous that unkinduesies might cease and former love be renewed, 
which I doubt not oW — the thoughts whereof are so contentfull to 
me that I would at once, by the blessing of God, both procure and 
preserve peace. To this end I humbly desire that forasmuch as the 
payment of the other ^50 is to be at Mayday next according to 
the agreem^ (which I doubt not you will punctually observe) foa 
would be pleased that the ^IQO stay where it is till that time, and 
that both the JPlOO and the J95Q be paid in to me at the same tiiiici« 
which you shall then dispose oW as you eee good ; onely I desiro tlut 
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favour, that, to prevent occasion of after differences to the . , * . . of 
the minifitrie here in reference to that gift, you would intrust one of 
the gentlemen which made the agreom^ (Mr. Ashurgt or Mr. Crue, 
which of them you please) with the koepiug of the aecurity for the 
^150 or for lands purchaaed therewith. S', if 1 have erred in any 
of my requests, I shall not allow myselfe therein when I know it ; 
and if I presume too much upon your favour, I may truly say ray 
zeal for peaccj and trouble at this unhappy ditference bath put me 
on* I crave yo' pardon and commit my desirea to your favourable 
interpretation, hoping you will stay the suit and put the bontl into 
my hand, which shall be very thankfully acknowledged by 

Yo^ willing servant in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, 
Denton, Jan. 12, 54. J. Angjeb. 

Addressed — *' For my honoured friend Colonel Holland these at 
Heaton be/' 

It does not appear, however, notwithstanding the commissiooere* 
award, that any steps were taken to secure a permanent investment 
in land for the Holland legacy j since in 1697 we find Edward Hjde 
Esq. addressing a letter to Sir John Egerton, requesting it as a tem- 
porary loan : 



Honoured Sir, 

I presume the trouble of this by the bearer William Broroiley 
on account of the chapel money. 1 did desire my uncle Thomas to 
intimate to you that I had a desire to have it for a year and shall 
give security for it, and if any longer I shall secure it on land. 
There is in your hands a bond all the principles being now extinct, 
if 3^ou please to favour me by consent that I may have the money I 
desire youll please to return that bond by me if I wait of you in 
that time ; to that end I will upon your dehvery of the bond up give 
you what security [is] requisite ; the money I judge is duo on the 
third of May. I beg your favourable answer herein, for I would not 
act without your notice though I am a trustee* I beg my duty to 
my lady with my wife's who last week brought me another mother^a 
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mark. I wieb you and all my pretty cousins long lile and mucli 
happiness. And now I will not invade your privacy too much but 
only desiro tbat that bond niay be delivered up into my hands upon 
the receipt of the money ; I shall deliver it up to the executors and 

■give you in the meantime Batisfaction. Your answer and your for- 
giTeneee of this wiU much oblige, 

^^ Dear Sir, 

^B Your most aflTcctiODate kinsman and servant, 

^V Edward Hyde. 

^m My cousin Hyde I hope will not say againet me, Fll secure it at 
the eight of Mr. Wardle by your order, or yourself if you command 
me ever. 

1 Addressed — '' To S^ John Egerton Bart at Ryne Hill, these." 
Sir John Egerton's reply ; 
Cousin Hyde, 
It is desired that I would take the money into ray own 
bands and pay the intorest out of Denton rents^ and secure the prin- 
cipal, which I believe I shall do, else you should have had it as you 
detiiro and propose ; which (with mine and my wiie^s service to you 
and cousin Hyde, wishing you joy of the little on© she lies in of) le 
all at present from 

Your truly affectionate kinsman, 
^H J. Egerton. 

Your uncle Tom has been here ; left us this morning subpo?naM 
to Chester assizes on account of Widow Brooka of Meyra, 
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Tt was not until after the year 1791 that a permanent investment 
for the money was secured. In that year the sum of £175 Ss^ 
being principal money belonging to Denton chapel^ was paid into 
le hands of the Rev. AV'illiam Parr Greswell, curate, and John 
ecs and Robert Cooke, chapel wardens, by Joseph Dale of Holly 
Wood in the Parish of Cheadle Ebcj. and John Dale of Heaton 
Noiris Esq.^ grandsons of the late Bev. Joseph Dale, clerk, formerly 
rate of Denton — lent on bonds to their grandfather and father 
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nuccesaively^ and now called in to meet a grant made hj the < 
miafiioners of Queen Anne's Bounty* 

Tlie chapel- wage of £20 per annum due from the freeholders of 
Denton and Ilaughton in support of their mlDiater^ was liable to 
constant fluctuation, and its pajrnient being rohintary (unless indeed 
usage could be eaid to hare established it ag a right), it was given or 
withheld according as the minister was acceptable or unacceptable to 
the fioveral contributors. In 1 645 the following landowners, repre- 
senting probably the entire lands in the two townships, their aggre- 
gate contribution amounting to the £2Q at which the entire lands 
were originally assessed^ " covenant and promise'^ to pay to the Rev* 
John Angler, or to such collectors as shall be thereunto appointed, 
for his use, the sums appended to their respective names, **■ being the 
proportionable part of the old wagee of J^20 per annum anciently 
paid."* 

Robert Ashton 00 . 10 . 00 

Richard Holland 04 , 05 . 10 

Edward Hyde ., 08 . 15 , 00 

Robert Hyde ......... 02 . 00 , 00 

Robert Johnson ,*.... 00 . 15 . 00 (anciently paid by Sir Alex- 
ander Barlow's tenants,) 

George Lees 02 , 09 . 03 (anciently paid by Mr. Hul- 

ton^s tenants.) 

Robert Hyde and] [(anciently paid by Mr* 

Thomas Lees ) 01 • *^* ■ 00 | Haughton's tenants,) 

And " we hereby desire Robert Johnson, Matthew Partington, 
Samuel Hyde and John Lowe of Denton to collect and gather quar- 
terly from the 1 1 of November last past, all such wages as is under^ 
taken to bo paid unto Mr. Angier, and to make payment thereof 
unto Mr. Angier as they receive the same* And we do also 
desire you to take care at fit seasons to call upon the neighbourhood 
to lead such fuel to Mr, Angler's house as he shall have occasion to 
needj and to see to the repair of his house, and to make known hii 
wants and necessities, and that you take special care to provide for 
Mr* Angier hay^ fodder and bedding for his horse as he sliall have 
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occasion to ue^ it, at as reasonable rates as can bo gotten, Mr. Aogier 
pajing for the same." 

The next source of endowtnent was the chapol -house or parsonage^ 
situated in the north-east corner of the chapel yard, erected at the 
cost of Edward Holland Esq, (brother and heir of Richard Holland 
Eaq. ab-eady alluded to as having provided the early endownient of 
£100) who expended thereon about £G0, Before this time there 
had been no residence provided for the minister, who was entertained 
in succesiion by such of the inhabitants of the township aa might be 
able to afford hitn the requisite accommodation. Being within the 
cbapei yard, it was therefore on consecrated ground, if indeed it be 
admitted that either the chapel or grave yard ever received conse- 
cration, which ia somewhat doubtfuL Here Mr. Angier resided 
during the long period of bis ministry at Denton ; but shortly after 
liis death it ceased to be occupied by the clergy, Mr. Dale having, it 
ia believed^ finally abandoned it sometime before 1687. Its later 
tenants claim a passing notice aa indicating? the perversion of use to 
which places and things are sometimes Bubjected* In 1746 (and it 
ia not known for how long a period before) it was occupied as a 
public house by Jonathan "W harm by, who quitted it in that year, and 
was succeeded in the house and business hy John Gaskell ; his suc- 
cessor was Robert Cooke, also a publican, the father of AVilliam 
Cooke who in 1826 still carried on the business there. It was after- 
wards divided into cottages, and was finally removed in 1853, when 
the site was added to the chapel-yard. Tradition pointed to an 
apartment in the upper story, looking towards the chapel, as the 
study of the venerable Mr. Angier* Little did that pious pastor 
foresee the later uses to which his peaceful dwelling was to be oon- 
Terted, when, two days before bis death, as recorded by his son-in- 
law and biographer, ** he begged that the Lord would put down ill 
houses of iniquity, meaning alehouses !'"* 

During Mr* Angier''a ministry (1631 — 1677) the value of the 
cbapel, as stated by his biographer, was under £tO per annum. In 
1650, when certain state commissioners reported on it* it consisted 
but of Mr. llolland^s bequest and of a parsonage house valued at six- 
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tean sliinings a year^ in all a clear ineome of £B 1 6s* besides volaji- 
tarj contributionB ; and even so recently aa 1704 it scarcely exceeded 
the abrni^enamed sum including Toluntary contributions, which were 
estimated at £^Q per annum. Its fixed and settled endowment 
waa then as followa: — bouse and garden, i?2; interert of £1&K 
£H ; surplice feee» £2, 

In 1791 a return of its value was made by order of the Governors 
of Queen Anne's Bounty ; — 

Certain value— I. £1% being the interest of J&600 belonging to 
the said chapel, and as yet remaining in the hands of the Governors 
of Queen Anne's Bounty, 2. A very ancient parsonage house and 
outrhouses and a small garden, in exceedingly bad repair and long 
disused. 

Uncertain vahis—\. About ^23 per annum arising ^om the 
seats when all let and occupied, 2. About £^ per aonum Irom 
surplice fees. 3. £$ Ss, 6d. the present yearly interest of ^175^ 
which sum the family now enjoying the right of patronage gene- 
rously advanced ; but it is thuught that the patron has a diaeretion- 
ary power of withdrawing the principal, as it appears never to have 
been legally and irrevocably settled upon the chapel. Estimated 
total value in 1791,^60 18s. 6d. 

In this year renewed eHbrts were made to provide a suitable resi- 
dence for the ministers in perpetuity, in order thus to augment the 
very scanty income arising from the preferment. To this end the 
patron, the first Earl of Wilton, set apart the sum of £500, his own 
contribution and that of several membera of his family. The pro- 
ject was however shortly afterwards abandoned, his lordship having 
heard from one of the older residents in the township that disputes 
had tbrmerly existed as to the right of patronage, which disputes 
might at any time be revived, and that the parsonage so contemplated 
might possibly pass, together with the cliapel itself^ into the hands of 
the Warden and Fellows of Manchester. The house, already erected 
at some distance from the chapel, was given to the incumbent (Mr. 
Ores well) rent-free for his life, but was afterwards to revert to t\w 
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I's family. On tho death of Mr, Ores well in 1854, his aoti the 
Eev. Richard Greswell, thinking it a favourable opportunity for 
furthering his benevolent designs towards Denton, reminded the 
present Eurl of Wilton of the intention of his lordship's grandfather 
with reference to the erection of a parsonage house j and the result was 
& donation on tho part of his lordship of £500 towards the object. 
Tliia together with grants of ^200 from the trovernora of Queen 
Aiine^s Bounty and of £5Q from tho Man<;heBter Diocesan Church 
Building Society, and the offer of a site by David Shaw Clayton of 
Norbury E&q<, encouraged Mr. Ores well to commence the work 
which he has now just completed at a cost of about jg 1,000, 
■ la 1770, 1781, i7iJ2, and 1794, grants were made by the Gover- 
nors of (^ueen Anne's Bounty in further augmentation of the endow* 
meat, in each case to the amount of e£'200. The grant of 1781 was 

Ilo mett a benefaction of similar amount from Sir Thomas Egcrton, 
In 1793 Lord Grey de Wilton gave £200 with a Hke object* 
In 1 795 the Governors of Qtieen Anne s Bounty proceeded to the 
purchase of an estate as a permanent investment of the fund to 
which they had so largely contributed, and which now amounted to 
j6^ 1,200* They selected lande in Uaughton known by the name of 
the Hanghton-moor^side estate, in extent ton acres Lancashire mea^ 
sure, for which they paid ^850, a balance of £350 still remaining in 
their hands. In 1800 they purchased a second estate, also situated 
to Hftughton, and known aa the Jack Heys estate, about six acres in 
extent. The purchase money consisted of the balance (-€350) then 
in their hands, to which was added a donation of i£25 from Lord 
Grey de Wilton and a contribntiou of £25 from the inhabitants, 
H la 1313 a parUanicntary grant of <£400 was made to Denton 
' chapel, which was applied in 1829 to the purchase ot £452 12s, 4d. 
3 per cent reduced Bank Annuities, producing £13 lis* 6d, per 
annum. 

In 1834 the annual value of tho chapel was returned at -£135, 
which in 1850 appears fallen to £l23j the income being derived 
from the following sources : 
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£ 8. d7 

Bent of tho Moor-side estate 40 

Bent of the Jack Heys estate ,.,,*, 20 

Interest of inonej in the Funds ... 13 3 8 

Pew Rents ...„ , 35 

S urplice fees (average) ,...,.,, 15 

Total iE123 3 8 



The payment of the chapel wage was made by the freeholders 
others with more ov less regularity until the close of the last centurj, 
when it was nierged into a subseription commenced for tho purpose 
of obtaining a grant from the Governors of Queen Anne's Bonntj, an 
annual tax being thuB as it were eomtnuted into one single payment* 
Tho rate for repair of the chapel continued to be collected until a 
much more recent period. In later years it wa^ confined to Bneli aa 
poesasaed pewa in the chapel, either anciently annexed to their 
estates or recently purchased from old claimants, each being obliged 
to pay in proportion to the number of seats he possessed. The rate 
being resisted, was at length in 1836 finally abandoned, and the cost 
of all future repairs will be defrayed by voluntary subscription. 

For purposes ecclesiastical Denton was, as already stated, from 
time immemorial, tributary to the mother church of Manchester* 
In 1701 the tithes of the two townships Denton and Haughton 
(no separate return was made) were leased by the Warden and 
Fellows for the sura of j830 per annum, and again in 1746 for £^0, 
the lessee in the latter case being Sir Thomas Grey Egerton Bart. 
In 184?8 the rent-charge in lieu of tithe from Denton alone waa 
returned at £H0. 

By the wiU of Eicliard Holland, Esq., grandson of the fouuder, and 
himself the donor of df'lOO towards the chapers pemianent endow- 
ment, tho patronage was vested in hia brother Edward Holland, liis 
cousin Ham net Hyde of Nor bury, and Robert Hyde of Denton, and 
their heirs or any two of them who shall be owners of their lauds, 
whereof his said brother and his heirs male to be one. Mr. Holland's 
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^ will is dated November 10, 1618. At tliis period nearly a century 
tind elapsed since the cbapel had been built, and consequently some 
earlier scheme for rogulating the patronage had doubtlesa been 
devised the particukvra of which have not reached ub. It Beetns 
howeTer all but certain that tho right of presentation was limited 
from the date of the erection of the chapel to its first promoters, the 
famihes of Holland, Hyde, and perhaps Hulton. In 1632, when 
Mr. Angier was chosen minister^ no mention waa made of any 
particif>atiou claimed by the Warden and Fellows of Manchester in 
the appointment, nor is there evidence of any earlier claim being 
advanced by thcni or others. They appear tirst to have attempted 

Hto establish a right after Mr. Angier's death in 1677', on the pretext 
that they poaaessed an ancient grant of ail the chapela within the 
parish of Mancheater; hut, throughout, it was the policy of the two 
contending parties to abstain, whenever a vacancy occurred, from all 
hasty proceedings, and deterring each to the opinion of the other, to 
unite in the appointment, the nomination appearing sometimes in 
the name of the tamilies of Holland and Hyde and at other times in 
the name of the Warden and Fellows, One circumstance tending 
to check any undue assumption of exclusive patronage on the part of 
the latter claitnanta was that the parsonage house, which anciently 
formed no inconsiderable portion of the diapers endowment, had 
been erected at the cost of Edward Holland Eaq.^ grandson of tb© 
founder, whose heirs reserved to themselves the sole right of granting 
or withholding it according as the newly appointed minister met 
their approbation. Difference of opinion led to occasional feuds 
between the parties^ but all such disputes appear to have been settled 
by timely concession and compromise, rendering ulterior proceedings 
imneccssary, so that a judicial opinion on the relative claims of the 
disputants was never pronounced. This forbearance may be ascribed 
as much perhaps to the small Talue of the preferment as to any other 
cause, the patronage being rendered yet more worthless as carrying 
with it the responsibility of providing for the stated services, a task 
at times rendered difficult by reason of the scanty funds provided for 
the maintenance of the minister. 
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On the death of Mr. Angler in 1677 the following letter 
addressetl by Mts. Ann Hyde of Norbury to Mr. Holland, respecting 
a claim then first preferred by the Warden and Fellows to the par- 
sonage housc» wherein the Nonconformist Mr, Samuel Angrier h»d still 
continued to reside since his uncle's decease. The letter is endorsed^ 
"Cofiin Hydes L^ concerning Warden and ffellowa demand about y« 
Houae bj Denton Chappie." MrB, Hyde was the widow of Edward 
Hyde of Norbury and Hyde, Esq., and daughter of Sir Bichard 
Brook of Norton Bart. Hor resistance to the Warden's claitn seema 
to have arisen from a desire of securing a continuance of Mr, Samud 
Anger's ministrations at Denton, and that, holding Nonconforaiiat 
views, ghe witnessed with regret the eftbrts which had been made 
to dislodge him. 



Hood S'^ 

It -a rather my misfortun then choyce to become better 
knowne nnto you by my present actings in discord then an active 
presence in freindship considering y great league and amety of our 
femeliea in both jour brothers days. Let y^ goodnes pass by the 
defect of ceremonies in old weomen and freely discours your beet 
advice and resolves in this perticaler wherin T only am ingagM iho* 
you and others are as much concearnM, to know what it is that can 
give y« Warden or flTellows at Manchester a just right or title to the 
house Mr. Angier lived in, that they should, by S^ John Ardem, €fr 
rather S^ John by there athoarety, require the present incumbent to 
deliver his possession and hold it henceforward by vertue of there 
grannt ; which if they can make good, how vaine was your brother 
CoUonel Hollands and my father Hydee suite and dispnto about it 
when the Warden that then was might have come in as a third 
person and devest both. 1 can't think S* but you may have man 
writings to shew the ground of that contest, and how deetdad^ I 
find little heare but y« coppy of y^ uncle or grandfathers wil, smd my 
cofl Crew'*s award (after the suit with my cos Hyde) how the monies 
should be payd. I thought I bad a decree by me that did exclu 
my cos Hyde from being at al ooneemM in it, but that j^ dis] 
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that mony shotild rest in tte heirs of Collonel Holland and my lius- 
\mid, and al the inhabitenta of Denton and Houghton to hare a free 

wer in the election of there pastor ; but contrary-wiae my coa 
yde's consulted, and I not only slighted but profesd againat aa 
haveing nothing to doe theiro ; — and indeeil if it be by y consent 
and Use nee that you owne the CoUegates to bo cheef proprietors of 
the house, I will, have nothing to doe there* for I suppose you la 
nether wrong the Church nor yourselfo and htjirs, it being not built 
for the preachers u^o alone but the peoples eaze aUo who found an 
inconveniance by there noceseoty of entertaining them. For my 
part I Tfonder how it came in question considering nobody threatnod 
to withhold it but only for spite, which I have to greato a veneration 
for the AVarden to judge him guilty of; nor will I ever be per- 
swaded that in any kings raigne the EiEhop was fetcht to consecrate 
a but yard ; the' it may be sume persons can eazely beleive it who 
holds shooting the upshot of the afternoons service in those times* 
I feare S' I have given you to great a trouble in thia tedious flcroll ; 
I will seace to tyer your patience and ray owne pen further then to 
subscribe my selfe 

S' 

Hyde, Your servant, 

Jan, 1, 1677-^. Ax Hydb. 

Addressed — " For her hDu"* Cosin William Holland Eaq. att his 
Heaton, These are." 
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In the year 1691 the Rev. Eoger Dale addressed the patrons and 
alleged patrons of the chapel on his resignation of the preferment, 
deprecating any renewal of the contest between the local families of 
Holland and Hyde^ and the Warden and Fellows of Manchester, as 
to the right of patronage, urging them to unite in appointing a 
sneceasor who should abandon all Nonconformist usages and uphold 

e discipline of the Church. 

** At ray coming to Denton," ho writes, '* a suit was likely to 
have been commenced about the supreme right of it, between Mr. 
Holland and the Warden and Fellows of Manchester* At which 
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time Sir John ArdcrnOj then living, and highly estoenving 
honouring hotli parties, eib well aa having a great respect for mTself, 
(lid make at that time thia request widi great eaniestness — That 
they would at his special request forbear to engage themselves in a 
suit at that time, and let Mr* HoUanil have a formal giving me po§- 
seaflion — wliieh he did hy hia servant Mr. Wardle, before Sir John, 
old Mr. Hyde grandfather to my Lady A&hton, s^nd Mr. Bereefoni 
Sir John^a son-in-law, and others - — and if they were resolved to try 
that point of patronage, to do it upon the coming in of another here- 
afbr* The late Bishop (Stratford) then Warden, and the Fellows 
declared tliat they had an ancient grant of that and all the chapels in 
the parisli, so that none could bo put in there without their know- 
lodge and consent, whose consent 1 had, and upon their certificate 
was admitted and licensed. Mr* Holland declared that his prede- 
oeesors built and endowed the cbapel^f which was generally acknow- 
ledged by all thereabout ; and what interest I rceeiTed, or use of 
money, while I lived there, was the interest of such money ae was 
given by his ancestors. The otlier neighbouring gentlemen who had 
(or at least claimed) seats in the chapel should have joined with Mr, 
Holland's ancestors in purchasing £20 in land per annum, but they 
failed and did not, but offered to pay such proportionable parts as 
should raise £20 yearly for a minister ; but they failed in that also 
to me. I could not find it a parochial chapel by lawful authority con* 
eecrated, and qualified for burial, administratioti of sacraments, kc~^ 
but that such things had been done by usage and connivance since 
the late unfortunate wars in England, The first who was buried 
there was the first wife of old Mr Angier deceased, and the first that 
was baptized was a daughter of old Mr. Hyde's. Mr. Warden 
thinks it an inconaisteucy in my paper that I wrote in haste wdien it 
was so late and you stayed for it — that I had a formal possession 
given me by Mr* Wardle,^ and yet was nominated by the Warden 
and Fellows, and admitted and licensed upon their certificate. But 
that enters not well into my apprehension ; because though I left 
that at short, yet it is certainly true (as I remcniberj that Sir John 
^ Mr. HoUand^a ■genl. 
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Ardcrne prevailed, upon liis oarneat roqnest^ both with your reverend 
&ther deccaseil, and vpitb our late Reverend Father in God deceused 
for himself and the Fellow §, that not only all suits and diiTerenceB 

about the patronage ahould for my time be fbrborao, and Mr. Hoi- 
land should have at that time only a formal giving of posBossion to 
me by the keys of the house and ehapel, which was done as expressed 
above ; but also that for my time I might have the countenanco and 
respect and assistance of both parties at such times as I might have 
occasion for them ; and so 1 had, not in opposition to one another, 
but in a very comfortable union to promote my interest and autho- 
rity in advancing conformity and regularity, and abating the heat 
1 and height of schisms and eeparations tlicii too predominant. So 
^^at upon my request 1 had a certificate from Manchester, being 
^Bfcen nearer to ine, upon which I was licensed ; and if I had gone 
to Mr, HoUand I had no doubt received his certificate and licence 
upon it; or if 1 or Sir John ArdGrno for mo had requested it from 
both parties united, for mine and the chapel's interest, I had 
undoubtedly received it. So that I may reasonably hope that real 
truth can be no inconsistency of moment. And, though utterly 
unworthy to be named with him» yet as sincerely wishing the 
Churches welfare, union and prosjierity, and tho comfort and happi- 
ness of all worthy and faithful friends to her — I do as humbly, 
unieiguedly, and earnestly beg both of your worship [Sir John 
Egeiton] and of the reverend and worthily honoured Warden^ as if 
I were before you both upon my knees, that you will bo pleased to 
grftnt mo tlio same request that Sir Johu Arderne obtained, — that you 
win forbear at this time to engage yourselves in suit about it, as well 
as all your predecessors on both sides have done, and that you will 
heartily unite and join together in encouraging some sober and ortho- 
dox minister to make use of his best endeavours to reduce the people 
of Denton to the ancient place of God's public worship. Division 
and separation I understand have &adly prevailed there of late years, 
and arc hkidy to increase and improve rather than to deercaae or 
s»bste, if such ominent friends of the Church as I very well know yon 
to be do not unite to prevent the further growth thereof. I shall ever 
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acknowlodgo with all possible thaukfulness the m&nj and great 
favotira and ciFilitiea that both myself and my family have received 
from you both, and do earu^ly wish that it might lie in my way t* 
oblige you or to show myself eerviceable to you or to any friend of 
either of you. And that I may not too tediously trespass upon your 
precious minutes^ do sincerely desire that you will now be pleased to 
add to them your grant of this my humble request and petition. If 
you please to read all I have written, I shall yet further add what I 
know upon anything you propose ; and I hope to wait on you and 
your worshipful sou at Heaton the next week or the beginning of the 
next following it." 

The letter is addressed — ^ " To the right worpfuU S^ John Egerton 
Bart at Hoaton these ^sent.'" 

The discussion of this much vexed question of patronage was ag^n 
revived in 1705 during the incumbency of Mr. PigheUs^ who had 
received his nomination to the chapel from Sir John Egerton some 
years before. The causes which led to the interference of the Waf^ 
den and Fellows are now unknown ; but that the arguments addueed 
were insufficient to convince Sir John of the justice of the claim they 
urged, is evident from the indignant terms in which be coiiclies his 
reply. The letter is addressed to Mr, Arderne : — 

Mr. Ardron, 

The Chappell at Denton being built by Richard Holland 
of Denton Esq. and endowed by Richard his grandson with the gift 
of an hundered pounds for and towards a maintainance of a mittister 
there, to be nominated and chosen from tyme to tyme as tho place 
shall be void by his brother Edward Holland, his cosen Hamnet 
Hyde of Northbury Esq. and Robert Hyde of Denton gent-, or by any 
two of them or the heirs of thera or any two of them that shall be really 
possessed of and in theire lands, tenem*^ and hcreditam^ in Denton 
and Haughton as lords and owners thereof, whereof his said brother 
and his heircs after him to be one, as p will itselfe will appeare ; and 
the house for an habitaron for y^ minister being built by the said 
Edward brother to Richard that be^i^uoathed the maintaiueiice, 1 
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conmvB the Warden and Fellowes of Mancliester have noe right or 
tyUe to nominate or appoint a mmieter there, nor is the Chappell 
within the cognisance or jiirbdicon of tho Bishop unless conse- 
crated, as I believe it never was. 1 wold have yon comuuicate this to 
Mr. Warden^ which sure will soe farr salisfie him aa to prevent any 
diffef£ll3ce by suit, &e» ; for I will not loose my right descended to 
me from my late wiftes aueestora, nor doe I think my selfe obliedged 
pay the raaintainance left by her great uncle to any minister but 
Bneh as are placed there by me in her right, pursuant to her said 

»imcle'*s will. Soe that I expect Mr. Pighels (who I some yearea 
iiuce placed there and is well licked by the OhappeUrye) officiate 
there as formerly without any further raolestacon, for to him and noe 
other will I pay what is bequeathed -^ which, with my service to 
Mr. Warden, is all needfull as to this matter from 

(RhynehiU, Yo' assured flfriend, 

19 Oct. 1705. J. Egerton. 

The right of patronage was finally settled in 1 750 by a renuncia- 
tion of claim on the part of the Warden and Fellows to nominate, 
and the withdrawal of all opposition to the induction of Mr. Wil- 
Kjlams. This concession was conveyed in a letter to Sir Thomas 
HBgerton under the hand of the Warden j bearing date March 5, 
H 1 750-1 , and is believed to have been the result of a compromise 
■ between the contending parties, whereby, in con sequence of pledges 
voluntarily given by the Egorton family that they would endeavour 
to obtain an augmentation of the scanty endowment of the chapel 
from the Governors of Queen Annoys Bounty by a liberal contri- 
bution on their part, the exclusive and undisputed right to present 
waa securetl to that family for ever. 
H An earlier efibrt to increase the endowmefnt fund had already 
been made in 1 72'2, at which time Holland Egerton Esq, eldest son 
of Sir John Egertouj influenced by a similar desire to ho confirmed 
the e^eelusive patronage, contributed ^60 towards a fund raised 
^for the purpose of meeting a grant from the Governors of Queen 
, Anne's Bounty, From some cause or other the attempt proved 
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DOT (Bd the chapel receiTe any benefit from ^at 
wblthe j^v 1770. 

The earliest miiikter of Dentm cln^ il whom mn j reconl now 
remaina, wad the Bev. Cisin BrodMitoi!. Mr. Broxlioliite w^ 
bom m Lbuxiliishire alxHtt tlie rear 1.?^!^ and w^g the brotliier of 
John Broxlioline Eeq. 1£P. fer the citj cf I.i«Mi<M%h» in the Long 
Padiam«nt. In 16^ h6 hmamie the fint «*^«ii^"* of the chafiel «fc 
Denbj in the porisb <if Penistim in the coojitj oi Yo^ officixtiijfl 
^K» al Gmttliwaite Qnder the patrooa^ of Ood&ef Bosville £i^. 
He W3B afterwards appc3iiited to Denton, wheiiee lie was raoored hf 
3uspeimaa m 1601» the game year in which Mr. Paget waa s:Qper- 
aaded in the chapel of Bbckkf* the eaaaea wlacli lad to their eospeiH 
son being identical. He iobsequmtly became rector of the sooth 
medietj of the pariah of Darfej-dale in the ooanty of Derbjt and 
Appears also to hare exercised hij ministry at Buxton, Bel per and 
elsewhere in Derbyshire, He was interre<l at Darler-dale Jjuiuaiy 
15, 1647t aged Mj-iiiL years, Mr. Broxhohne was the anther of a 
work (poblished poethamoasly by his nephew Charles Jackson of 
Selston in the cotiDty of Nottingham) entitled '' The Good Old 
Way ; or Perkins Improred, in a plain Exposition and aotuid 
Application of those Depths of Dirinity briefly comprised in bis Six 
Principles. By that taithinl Minister CTharlee Broxholme in Darby- 
Bhire,** SmaU 8ro, 1 654, i 

On the banishment of Mr. Broxhohne, the people of Benton seek- 
ing for a godly minister, several were proposed. The choice of Air- 
Hyde of Norbury and Mr. Hyde of Denton had centered on Mr. 
Henry Boote minister of the adjacent chapel of Gorton,^ but Mr, 




I Bagshftit^f I)« SfifUma^ibm PMn^ Bto, 170^ a foj cttnous tnct of lo<»l \m- 

3 Mf . Boota wa« bom m 1590, imd ww edncsbed wl Magd. CoIL Ouabrid^, After 
OQQi^lBtiBg Ms tidies he trsTelbd muc^ii In tor^ga. putiu In 16^ be 'was mmister 
•f Ctofton chapet ia MaiicbeAler pshsb, whence be remored to Hiliiax m Yoi^bii«v 
ind iaaDy tetttod at Sower by Id that parub aa tbe ffocoesior of tlie Bct. Natbrnnirl 
KlfTlliand la 16^ he iroa consuUcd bj Mr. TiUot^on (alWrwarcls An?bbishop of 
OuiUrbtuj), A D&Lire of Sairefbjr uid thcfi & ^tadetit at Ckrc UiUI, Gimbrltlgt^ aboul 
i*vi»l Hi^ Qgiganetkt. Ailcr tbc pwsbg of tho act of unifDnQU j in 1@612 Mr, Boot4 
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UoUand of Denton would not consent to his appointment, 'Ho 
loIU them of a littk man at Ringlej % one Mr. Angier, and, saith he, 
1 heSkt much good of him : if you will p^ve him a call you shall 
iAYB my heart and hand." The call was duly made ; Mr, Angier 
m and preached at Denton, and being generally approved of, was 
nppointed to the vacant chapeL He preached his first Bermon at 
Denton on Easter Sunday 1632. 

Mr. Angier waa born at Dedham in Eseex, and waa haptisted 
there October 8» 1605. He was the son of a clothier, and was the 
eldest of four brothers. At an early age he manifested a love of 
learning and a predilection for the sacred office which afterwards he 
assumed. His childhood was passed in his native Tillage, and from 
the school of that place be was removed at a competent ago to 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where ho graduated in Arts. On 
leaving tlie University, his father being now dead» he lived for a 
time in the house of the Bo v. John Eogcra, minister of Dedham, a 
man of great piety and zeal, from whom he hoped to derive advan- 
tage in his preparation for boly orders. Afterwards with a like 
object he removed to Boston in Lincolnshire to the house of the Kev. 
John Cotton, where it appears he sometimes preached. Whilst 
residing at Boston he became acquainted with Miss Ellen Wiiutaa- 
ley, a native of Wigan in Lancashire, a niece of Mrs, Cotton, and a 
mutual regard spnuging up between them which ripened into affet;- 
tion, they wore married in the parish church of Boston April 16, 
1 628* Shortly after the birth of hk first child John, who was bap- 
tized June 13, 1629, he began to entertain the idea of settling in 
America,' and, with thi« end in view, undertook a journey into Laa- 



contmiied to pmch iu hSm dtapd» Mitiiif ■! dcdnoe tU 
kngtb dra^gBd oat of lii* pulfit ud Hot to Y«tk OtHtS^ 
noDllitf' ba^wasmat. H» died Oetob^ fO, im^ t^ 
«M itb^ ttlhor of **A Jwt Apology tor tho CkmA «f 
11140^ in l&o oomtot&tf llwt voi 
Hia •on TiDoihr, oeosbMt of §ammbf Brvdfs^ ni ^ wla J 
fivini IB mm. Be oonfbrwad is IMS, md Jwld g^ Uwm§ of U^vdok 
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cash! re to take kavo of bis wife'^s relativea — a step 1^4liiig to « 
entire change in his plana^ for whiJst there he received a odl to tbt 
chapel of Ringley in the parkh of Presiwich, which on mitate 
doliberation he resolveil to accept, comraencing his miDisti«taoas 
in the month of September, 1630, having in the interim receivid 
epiicopal ordination (without subscription) at the hands of Dfc 
Lewis Bayloy, Bishop of Bangor, June 28, 1629. He 
hk first sermon at Kinsley from the 22nd verse of St, Paulas 
to Philemon, " But withal prLipare me also a lodgings for I 
that through your prayer I shall be given unto you,'" Though tlim 
to all appearance an episeopalian, Mr. Angier was a nonoon^nnial 
as to ceremonies; and this being represented to Dr. Bridgtnm, 
Biiihop of Chester, at that tfin© residing at Great Lever, withiA 
two miles of Ringley, he sent for him and admonished hiro to con- 
form. After several ineftectual exhortations and suspensions, whtdi 
latter wore shortened at the intorcoBsion of tho Bishop's wife aided 
by a strong personal conviction which tho Bishop himself cntof- 
tainod of Mr* Angler's worth, it was suggested that he should re- 
move to a greater distance from his diocesan, who thus might be 
leas aware of his unwillingness to conform. At the invitation there- 
fore of Mr. Holland, and with tho concurrence of Mr. Plyde of 
Norbury and Mr. Hyde of Denton, he commenced his ministry 
at Denton chapel, as already stated, in 1632. Plere, though leas 
exposed to the animadversions of his enemies^ Mr, Angier was not 
entirely without interruption, and was more than once indebted to 
his patron Mr. Holland for his influence in removing from him the 
excommunication or suspension to which his nonconformity had ren- 
dered him liable. On the 14th of December, 1642, his wife died, 
shortly atler giving birth to a daughter, leaving it as her dying request 
that, as soon as decency permitted the step and the lady^s consent 

Amongst iheao waa Mr. Angier's brother Edmiuad, who appcairsi howeter U> luTis 
entiled at Cambridge. Th« partiouiars of dewcnt horn Edmund Angier^ aa embodied 
iu tbe subjoined pcdigfoe ol iko fbiuiyt an* di^rired from & scarce volume eutiikd 
" A 0«a«alogical Begistw of tha Firsl Botilen of New Engkud, bj Jolm FftrmcTj 
CoiTHpoiidiQg Secfetaiy of Ihe New Hampehire Hiatoncal Society." 
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be obtained^ he ehoutd take as her su&ceeaor Miss Margaret 
oaley, a daugliter of Oswald Moeley of Aucoats Esq., to whom 
fdiugly ho waa united November 15, 1643* The marriage 
lermons on the occ^ion were preached by Mr. Horrocks of Dean 
and Mr. Boote of Gorton, who both selected the same text, Geiu ii- 
18, *' I will make him an help meet for him," a prophecy which wan 
amply fulfdled* She was an ** excellent miitable wife to him, a 
tender mother to his three children, and an useful mother in IsraeL"'^ 
She died without issue, and was buried in Denton ehapel October 
31, 1675* Mr. Angier continued to reside at Denton until his 
death, which occurred September 1, 1677, refusing all oflers of more 
substantial preferment. ''He lived,'*'' lays his biographer, ^^ a holy 
life, he died a happy death ; he lived deatred, and died lamented. 
He died in his own house belonging to Denton chapel, to which he 
liad been a great benefactor. He died amongst his own people, OTer 
whom he had been pastor forty-five years, w ith whom he liad been 
travellingj weeping, fasting, praying; amongst whom he has left 
remarkable sealfi of his ministry,'" Of this justly esteemed m«a 
much has been said in praise ; but nothing can so strongly attest hi« 
orth as the general appreciation of his sterling qualities which was 
It and acknowledged by men of all parties, and wiiieh mured to 
im, amid all the changes of that fickle period, the enjoyment and 
undisputed possession of his hving without any violation of conscience 
or compromise of religious pnnciple. He was interred September 5, 
1677t within the chapel facing the pulpit, two knighta« twelve 
ministers, many worthy gentlemen and multitudes of common people 
attending the funeral and making great lament^ion. 

In the dvil dissensions which agitated the land dnring the 
ater part of his incombency, 3tr. Angier showed the tame 
moderation which distinguished him in the discharge of his minis- 
terial dutiefl. Though he adhered to the aide of the parliament, 
yet his affectionate prayers for the king^ hu temperate spirit, and 
his continuing faithful to his ptinciplet^ procured hitn the good 
of his greatest adversanes. He was strongly in favour of 
onaLTchical govemmeDt^ and bore liis tettimoajT Bgaimt tlie mur< 
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^er of King Charles I. and the usurpation which succeeded it. 
He rdused to enter into the Engagement, though to his great pre- 
judice, having lost £200 by his refusal* 

No portrait of Mr. Angler is known to exist, and indeed it is 
thought that he never would consent to a portrait being taken^ 
though repeatedly urged by the solicitationa of his friend Mr* Crew^, 
to whom hiti in variable reply was, " A minister's picture should be 
in the hearts and lives of his people/' " Doubtless/' adds his bio- 
grapher, ^Mt would have been a lovely figure, if to the life, for he 
was an exceedingly handsome personage j he was low in stature, 
and of a clear complexion, red and white; of a cheerful counter 
nance and very graceful; of a venerable aspect and plea&ant; but 
he judged the blessed fruits of a minister's labours were more 
eligible than the most lively representation of bis vanishing ex- 
terior engraven in durable brass or marble/' 

Of his three children, John the eldestj bom in 1629 at Boston 
in Lincolnshire, was educated for the ministry. He was admitted 
a pensioner at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, July 24, 1647. In 
hh earlier years he became a source of much anxious solicitude to 
bis father, by reason of the careless and profligate life he led. 
When in 1657 he presented himself for ordination, he was "ap- 
proved for his parts and ability; but in regard that the oflfcnce 
given by his former course of life was objected, it was appointed 
by the Classis that Mr. Angier [his father,] Mr. Harrison, Mr. 
Newcome, Mr. Constantine, Mr. Leigh and Mr. Meek should 
speak unto him and move him to make an acknowledgement of his 
carriage before the congregation, thereby to evidence his sorrow 
and true repentance for the same ; accordingly he was dealt with 
by the parties named and he promised to give satisfaction therein, 
and was therefore approved to be ordained/** His call was to 
Ringley in the parish of Prestwich, and his ordination took place 
in Prestwich church, August 13, 1657. He married, and appears 

' Hejwood'a Life ofAsffierf edit. ICSS. 

' Froceedin^x of tke Firgt LancoMhire PrsMhifienan CloBwi*^ a MS. in thus Ghetbam 
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to have settled in Lincolnshire, wlierc he was residing at the time 
of his filth er^s death. The two rcinaining children of Mr. Angier 
were daughters, the elder of whom, ElisEabcth, became in 1 655 the 
wife of the llev» Ohver He^^vood, a celebrated Nonconformist 
miiustcr and afterwards the biographer of his venerable father in- ^ 
law. She died at her father^s house in 1661, and was interred hj I 
tlie side of her mother in the chapel yard of Denton Tlie yonnger 
daughter appears never to have raarriedj and was residing with her 
father at the time of hie death, 

Mr. Angler was the author of " A Help to better Hearts for 
better Times/' published in 1647. 

During the long period of Mr* Aiigier*s residence at Benton, he 
had several associates in the work of the ministry ; indeed the 
advantage to be derived from intercourse with such a man could 
not fail to be prized by those who, being about to undertake the 
obligation of the priestly office, sought to profit by the advice and ■ 
counsel of a man of more enlarged experience. It was Mr. An- 
gier'a opinion that a young man intended for the ministry should 
he placed for some time with some able minister, and preach under 
his eye and ear, and that it was hazardous for beginners to live in 
great men's houses. Of these was Mr. John Worthington B.A- of 
Katharine Hall, Cambridge, who from April 1646 to April 1647, 
as a probatioBer and unordained, assisted Mr. Angier in his duties 
at Denton, IVIr. Worthington, on leaving Denton, received a call 
to Oldham, and having submitted to the Classis testimonials of a 
satisfactory character and taken the national covenant, he wa« 
forthwith ordained, the question proposed for his thesis being 
" Au sola fides justificet?" Shortly afterwards we find Mr. lialph 
Seddon resident in the township in the same capacity, Mr» Sed- 
don was a native of Out wood in Prestwich parish, and received his 
education at Ringley schooL In 1647 he was removed to Christ's 
College, Cambridge, where in due course he graduated in Arts. 
On leaving the University he took up his abode with Mr. Angier 
in order that he might have *' the benefit of his grave example, 
pious instruction, and useful converse," In 1654 he 
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to tie curacy of the adjacent cliapcl of Gorton^ wlience he removed 
to Langley in the county of Derby, at which place he was silenced 
k 1G62. He was a ^ealoua royalist, and suffered much for his 
attachment to tlie king. After the restoration he settled at Bolton, 
There he exercised his ministry* He died of the palsy at the 
house of Ms brother Captain Seddun (the very same house in 
which he was born) in March 1695, aged 77.' Another assistant 
minister in Mr. Angier's days was Mr. James Holm. He resided 
with Mr. Angier in the parsonage house until ejected from his 
curacy by the passing of the uniformity act in 1062. Calamy, in 
tracing 'Mr, Holm's subsequent history, speaks of him as often 
changing his habitation, but at last as receiving a call to Kendal 
in Westmoreland, where he died in 1688. He had a son whom 
he educated for the ministry, and who was for some time pastor 
of a congregation at Uxbridge; he died young. A fourth as- 
sociate was Mr. John Jollie of Trinity College, Dublin, son of 
Major James Jollie, a member of the Manchester Presbyterian 
Class is, and Provost Marshal in the parliamentary army in the 
county of Lancaster. Mr. Jollie bad two brothers also in the 
mnistry (one of whom resided at Altliam iu Lancashire). He 
afterwards held the chapel of Norbury in Cheshire, and died Juno 
1 6j 1682* Towards the close of his life, when the infirmities of 
age had rendered him less active, Mr. Angier secured the more 
permanent services of his nephew Samuel Angier, the son of his 
brother Bezalcel, of Dedham in Essex, where he was born August 
28^ 1639, He had received his earlier education at Westminster 
school under the celebrated Dr, Busby, whence he was removed 
December 8, 1659, to Christ Church, Oxford. In 1663 he waa 
banished from the University on the passing of the act of uniform- 
ity, and, after residing for several years with Dr. Owen, finally 
settled in 1667 at Denton as assistant to hia uncle in the work of 
the ministry. Though probably at an earlier period exercising the 
ministerial function, it was not until the year 1672 that he received 
ordination. This latter event took place at tlic house of Mr. 
' Calamy'* Abrtd^mfaty toL ii. pp. 1G7, 168. 
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Bobert Eaton^ in De&nsgate, Mancliester, October 29^ 1672, and 
h remarkable as having been "the first Presbyterian ordination 
among the Nonconformists in the North of England, and pexhapt 
the first in any part of the kingdom," The sermon was preaehed 
by the Rev* Henry Newcome, who took for his test I Tim, iv. 12, 
*' Let no man despise thy youth ; but be thoa an esample of the 
ImiUgy»« in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity,"* H© icmaincd at Denton until the death of his uncle m 
1677. 

It was almost the last expressed wish of Mr. Angier that thii 
nephew might succeed him in the cure of Denton, a request tittk 
likely to be regarded when the decided Nonconformist prindplei 
cherished by the individual on whose behalf the request waa made 
le&dersd compliance unlawful. Mr. Samuel Angier was not bow- 
ever without powerful interest at Denton. A great majoiitj of 
the inhabitants in that hamlet had been nurtured in the prindplei 
of KDnconformity during ^e lengthened miuistnr of Mr. Angkr^ 
uncle j and if any further incentive were needed to uiige timi 
to support hia daim^ it wm to be found in the dying wiah of tlwir 
kte vfsiientod paator. AcoovdiB^ im October, 1677, a petitaDBm 
kw bdialf WIS addnoei by ^e nUbitMi^ of Denton, Um^^btm 
«ttd Hyde to « the WorsMpfnl WiUiam EoUuid oT Hesta Eaq^ 
Ifis. Ann Hyde the idki of Edwud Hyde kte of KfirtUMi^ £^ 
ieeeased, and Kobert Hyde Esq. of DmlOB,'* W^^ 
vbeveas Mr. Samxid Angier bath lor many yens affvmd 

in tbe TOk c£ 
jovr pditiwentp md sko t^ait id vk tbe e» 
of bkuKlecttrkle ftitbfal paster (novMrst wi^GoQ 

iQ Ikix be 1^ stai 
W ai^ be of piAfe vid friwiiii «>• still to 
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tore we humbly beg your worsliipa would be pleased to add to the 
many kindnesses we ha?e enjoyed by your worships^ and your an- 
cestors* favours to do us what kindness you can in the time of our 
great need ; and your petitioners shall ever pray for your worahips' 
health and happiness/' 

To this Mr* Holland replied as follows, in a letter addressed to 
Mr, Hyde and JIrs* Ann Hyde his associates in the patronage, 
imdor the date October 22^ 1677 : — 

Hon"* Friends, 

Some few days since I received this addreaSj and though 
I presume that possibly as neighbours it hath been communicated 
to you bothj yet I thought it becoming for me to offer it to your 
penisal. For my own part, since the Warden and Fellows of 
Manchester have took cognizance of the chapel of Denton as lying 
under their immediate cure, I am at a loss what more to say to it 
than that I am confidenced to believe that if a person qualified 
according unto law he by us nominated to them they would 
readily approve our choice, and if the person named in the petition 
were so qualified 1 should with my utmost endeavours and readiest 
desires promote that concern ; otherwise I conceive it is not within 
the compass of oar power to gratify the petitioners; this is the 
apprehension of 

Your assured &iend and humble servant^ 

William Holland. 



On the 29th of October (within a week of the date of Mr. Hol- 
lands's decision) the Warden and Fellows met in the chapter- house 
of the Collegiate Church to fill up the vacancy at Denton : present, 
Dr* Stratford, Warden; Mr. Adams and Mr. Wroe, Fellows. It 
was then ordered and enacted ^ That whereas the chapel of Denton in 
the parish of Manchester is destitute of a curate conformable to the 
Church of England, the said Warden and Fellows should nomi- 
xtate John Ogden, Bachelor of Arts, to be presented to the Lord 
Bishop of Chester for his license to officiate in that cure — and they 
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did then accord inglj noiniriato him to the said cure by a writing 
under their hands, [signed] Nicholas Adams. 

Thia then aeemed finally to dispose of Mr. Samuel Augier'a claim 
to succeed his uncle, and it is probable that from this date his minte- 
trstions in Denton chapel ceased. To the repeated demands, how- 
ever, of Mr, Holland, that he would also give up the key of the 
parsonage house to his sueeessor, ho returned evaaive answers, and it 
was not until after a delay of seven months from the day of Mr, 
Ogden'a appointment that Mr. Angier evinced even a disposition to 
reliuqukh the post ho so much coveted. On tho 1 7th of May 1678 
he addressed the following note to Mr. Holland : — 

Worsbipfiil Sir, 

Sorry I am that X may not obtain the favour of abiding hi 
the house upon consideration of a rent^ though so much to tho 
advantage of Mr« Ogden ; I shall therefore as soon as I can, con- 
sidering all my circumstances, procure another house, and in tlic 
meantime, for so long as 1 stay, shall not fail to give such a rent as 
the house I live in deserves, to be disposed of by your pleasure ; and 
at my remove shall give the key to whom your worship shall appoint. 
This, with lay hearty acknowledgments of your great respects to me 
and the kindness of the house thus far, is all I can add, but that I 
am studious to preserve your favour, and careful to approve myself 
Your worship^s obliged and humble servant, 

May 17, 1678. Samuel Anoibb, 



Three more months were suffered to elapse ere further steps were 
taken. Still Mr. Angier continued to occupy the parsonage house to 
the exclusion of the rightful owner, resisting every attempt to dislodge 
him. On the 19th of August 1678 tho Warden and Fellows again 
met in chapter i present, Dr, Stratford, Warden ; Mr, Adams and 
Mr. Wroe, Fellows. It was then unanimously concluded and enacted 
That Nehemiafa Grimshaw, bailiff to this College, should on the day 
of the date hereof, in their names, rec[uire and receive possesion rf 
a certain messuage appertaining to the chapelry of Denton in tbs 



ANCIENT CHAPEL OF DENTON. 



81 



of Manchester, ftora Samuel Angier, now tenant at will in 
the said houses gentlemaDj for tlie use of John Ogdeu clerk, duly 
nominated by the said Warden and Fellows, and licensed by John, 
Lord Bishop of Chester, aa curate of the said chapelry ; and for so 
doing they the said Warden and Fellows did then also, under their 
ooromon and chapter seal, authorise and oornmission him the said 
Kehemiah Grhnshaw in these words foUowiog, viz.: We Nicholas 
Stratford D.D, Warden, and the Fellows of the College of Christ in 
Manchester founded by Xing Charles, do hereby depute and autho- 
rise our bailiff Nehendah GnmahaWj for us and in our nameSj to 
demand of and from Mr* Samuel Angier of Denton in the parish of 
^fanchester a messuage or house situated in Denton, bolonging to 
us, to enter and receive possession thereof, and the same to retain 
and keep for our use. Given under our chapter seal the 15 day 
of August anno Eegni Car, Sudi Angl.j &c.» trice&simo, aunoq. 
Domini 1678. [Signed] 

Nicholas Adams, 
Witness hereof, Nathan Locke. Begistrar. 

This proceeding brought matters to an issue, Mr* Angier retired 
from the conteet venting his indignation on all who had opposed him. 
Id reply to one of his angry communications addressed to the War- 
den and Fellows, Mr. Holland, 'who had been permitted to peruse it, 
takes the heads and comments thereupon in strains the reverse of 
soothing to the perturbed feelings of the writer ; — 



Mr. Angier, 

Your last seemed to consult me as an adviser what you 
were to answer to the Warden and Fellows of Manchester their 
demand for your removal. In my return to yours I signified that as 
I ever had an averseness they should put in any there without my 
concurrence, so I ever declared an nn willingness that any should 
possesB that house without their approbation. This was my answer ; 
but you had returned your own before your address to me» which I 
wish had been more prudent and letm passionate ; tor as 1 have been 
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credibly informed, their letter of demand was received with ao much 
heat and slighting, with such transports of anger and ranting, that 
by jour furious walk and often agitation of your gown, your room 
Beemed to be as dreadful aa Dr. Busby's niffTum domwilium (to use 
your own expression) ; and indeed that the waves were very high 
appeara by their foam and the expressions you then uttered. GiTe 
me leave to olFer tbera for your second thoughts : 

1. You said Mr. Warden and Fellows had no right to the houie, 

nor ought to do there. 
'Tis more than I would say, who jet have » greater interest to it 
than you can have, ■ 

2. That you had delivered posseseion of it to Mr. Holland and the 

chartererSj and would seek to justify your abode there till 
May-day, and if it must be delivered up then, you would 
do it to Mr. Holland and the charterers. 
My man had possession then in my name only, and now to men- 
tion the charterers is to cast a bone of dispute amongst us, aod to 
raise a dust to obscure yourself in it. 

3* That if the Warden and Fellows did molest and trouble 
your possession, Mr. Holland and the chartereri must 
try title with them. 
I know no law nor promise can bind me to it, since 1 alwaya 
declared against any possession without their allowance. 

4. That the more they troubled you, the better would the 

people love jou. 

Your own reading and observation may tell you that a Actions 
opposition is an unsound bottom for popular affection. 

5. That it was not the house you so much regarded, aa to be - 

amongst your people. f 

How that properly should arise is as unknown to m© as the head 
of Nilusp 

6. That you 'would continue your conventiculing (malgre all they 

could do) ; that aa Nonconformity had been there so 
many years, so it would continue. 
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A bold hectoring againfit the established goveriiment^ and a pre- 
sumptuous aBBuming of the gift of prophecy. 

Thna I have given you private animadversions on the premises, 
wldoh possibly may come to a more public scanning. 

On finding his plans for remaining at Denton thus frustrated, Mr. 
Angler retired to the adjacent village of Dukinfield, whence he 
might survey the scene of his former triumphs and indulge himself 
in occasional skirmishes with those whom the strong arm of the law 
had appointed to fill his place. Owing to the rigorous enactments 
which followed close upon the Restoration continuing with little 
lelaxaticm throughout the reign of Charles II. and James II., oppo- 
sition to constituted authority was rendered vain, the liberty of 
speech being denied to all Nonconformist ministers, who were even 
debaned firom assembling a congregation for religious worship; but 
no sooner was the act of toleration passed (in 1689) than an out- 
house in Dukinfield on an estate called Angier^s Tenement (the resi- 
dence of Mr. Samuel Angier) was converted into a meeting-house and 
Hoensed under the toleration act. Mr. Angier became the minister, 
and the Dukinfield family were members of his congregation. 
This was before the erection of a chapel, which did not take place 
until 1708. He died November 8, 1713, aged seventy-five, having 
been afflicted in his later years with an almost total deprivation of 
sight, and was buried in the chapel yard, where he is commemorated 
by a Latin inscription on his tomb.^ His funeral sermon was 

' Hie reqaiescit in Domino 

SAMUEL A5GIEB 

Jen. Chriati Minister 

Vir prinuers PleUtis et omni Tirtnte pneclanu 

Dedhamis in Comitatn E«iezi» 

Piij et honeftif Parentibna 

Katns Octobrif 28 1639 

WeftmoDMterieiui* 8chol» deinde .£di« Chmti Ozon 

Almnniu Begins 

Concioiuitor Egregios et Assidoiu 



u 



A HISTORY OP THE 



preached bj Mr, Aldred on 2 Oor. 1st chapter and 12th verse. He 
married Ann, the daughter of Oswald Mosley of Manchester gent., 
by hig wife Ann, daughter of Mr, William Lever of KersalL She 
died in 1690^ and was interred in the grave-yard of the Collegiate 
Church, Manchester, where the stone is still to be seen bearing the 
following inscription : " Anne daughter of Oswald Mosley gent, and 
wife of Samuel Angier miniBter of the Gospel waa here interred 
July 26 1690." 

The preaching of Mr* Samuel Angior, says Calamy, ** exposed 
him to many troubles and difficulties; warrants were out against 
himj and in 1680 he was excommunicated at Stockport Church. 
He was an excellent scholar, and retained much of hia school learn- 
ing. He was a very judicious and lively preacher and a zealoas 
asserter of the doctrine of free grace. He was an eminent Christian 
and zealous of good works, much in prayer, and very particular in 
praying for his friends and neighbours especially in affliction. When 
his fiight failed him he frequently entertained himself with repeating 
the grejiter part of David's Psalms and PauFs Epistles. He was all 
his days a close student, a great valuer of Bible knowledge, an exact 
preacher, and one who lived as he spoke and spoke aa he lived. 
He was fully satisfied with his nonconformity to the last. Being 
requested to draw up an account of his ejectment and sufferings, his 
answer was, The ill treatment he had then met with would blackea 
the characters of some who were now dead and gone, and be very 
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Continuia ErangGlii X^boribae et Mo^bii 

Fere obriituB 

Lumine etimn, iugraTeax^entc! MiAi^f orlmtut 

Taadom uumam pkinde 

Deo reddidit 

8to NoTembria Aano SalutiA 

MDCCXm, 

-^Utia LXXV. 

Id. p<!irpctuam Pictatia Mcmoriam 

Bezidccl ot Johnnnca Filii eui 

H. M. P. C. 
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to some still liviog, and tberefore he waa for dropping the 
Account of it,"* 

On the death of Mr, Angler senior in 1677, as already stated j the 
Hev, John Ogdeu waa nominated hy the Warden and Fellows to 
le vacant chapel i to which he was duly licensed by the Bishop. 
"From an unpuhlifihed memorandum of the celebrated Henry New- 
come we I earn that one Mr. Ogden had, a few yearu previously, 
twice officiated at the adjacent chapel of Gorton, being at the time 
on a visit in Manchester: *^0a the Lord's day January 3, 1669,^' 
(1670,) saj's Newcome, "Mr. Ogden, a stranger that has for some 
weeks been in Manchester in pretence to study at the Library, came 
with John Broxup to Gorton and said he was sent there by the 
Warden to preach/' For one cause or other there was an unwill- 
ingness on the part of some of the inhabitanta to receive him, and a 
diatnist in the authenticity of his mission. Two or three of the 
congregation waited upon tlie Warden to ascertain whether he had 
sent Mr. Ogden. The Warden in reply said that be had not sent 
him, bnt had given his consent on learning that some of the people 
wished to have him. On the following Sunday Mr. Ogden's visit 
was repeated, being accompanied on this occasion by Anson an attor- 
ney and other persons from Manchester. Finding the pulpit already 
occupied by Mr. Jolly, who refused to give way, he retired to an 
alehouse hard by, where he stayed until the service was over. This 
occurrence was much discusaed, and led to Mr, Jolly being sum- 
tnoned to London. Whatever was the result of the enquiry we hear 
of no more visits to Gorton, This was doubtless the same Mr* 
Ogden who in 1677 was appointed to pucceed Mr, Angier at Denton^ 
and it is probable that he was as yet (io 1670) unordaiaed aud 



* PjilmOT*8 NoncQ^J^TnisfB Memoriat, toL i pp, 172, 173. 

An ori^al portrait of the Ee^. Samn*-! Angiet b in tlio possesiiion of liia des- 
eenda&t Edward Hoirrtjiioii Esq. of Preaton. It is a full sbso h&IMangth in oil, 
ttnd reprcficnta Mr, Angier aa a mild, nmiablc- looking old mpm in clorical gatb^ trith 
gxnm aud band^, his >f liitc hAir llowiug &i>m tictieath a bkok 0«uef & tkull-cap, Thi? 
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desirous of the post of *' lector'^ or schoolmaster at Gorton, with gmtti 
clerical functions, a peculiarity of ministration to which most of the 
ancient chapels iu the parish were at times reduced in consequence 
of the scanty provision afforded for a resident curato; the alteraatiTe 
being a lay reader, with or witliout prospect of ordination, and no 
minister at alL Mr. Ogden was of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 
B,A, 1672, M.A* 1681. Pending his full recognition at Denton hy 
the resident families, who by their willingness to contribute towards 
the minister's stipend, or the reverse, exerted considerable infiaeuce 
over the patron's select ion j the following letter was addressed bj Sir 
John Ardorne^ to Mr. Holland: 



I 



Mr* Ogden hath preaeht four days there, and m 

licenst by the Bishop, and encouraged by the Warden and Fellows 

to continue preacher there. Before I give any considerable eneou* 
ragement to bim (as a neighbour gentleman) I think it's fit to con- 
sult you in the case — whether you approve of the man, and whether 
you are desirous your tenants shall be moved to contribute their 
usual proportions to him as formerly to Mr. Angier : your coucem 
and interest is the most considerable and most to be courted. If 
you*ll give liberty, III send for your tenants in Denton to meet and 
see what they will subscribe, if that be your desire. I pray let me 
receive such a letter from you (by a messenger V\l send) to-morrow 
as I may show to your noighboura and tenants hereabouts, that you 
approve of Mr. Ogden and desire I'll communicate it to your tenants 
and move them to their usual subscriptions. But 1 could ratlier 
wish you would be there personally, and your own time ahull be 

* Sir Johii Arderne of H&wm^den Knt, w&a bom in 1630 ; ho married in 16&4 ISat- 
garet, da.ughk'f of the Ber. Thomas Legli of Ljme, rector of Walt«a and SephtoHi 
and djing in 1701-2, wai buried tkt Stockport He was High Sheriff for the cotmty 
of Chwtef in 1660. Harden of Haw&f ded. Hall (tbo residence of the Ardeme ^miij 
to whoQi frequent reference u nmd^r in tho«a pBges) Is a fine specimen of the domaitie 
Attdiiteeture of the aixteenth centurf , and is titoated about a mile from Denton oo 
bigli ground ororlooking the rirer Tame (on tho Ohe^hire bimk of Ihe river) vhick 
there fomu the southern boundary of the township of Denton. 
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obwrred, but the sooner the better, I will give you no fbrther 
trauhk hot to read me subscribed your sister s and 

Your affect, kinsiuan and Bervont, 
Harden, Nov, 23, IC77. J, AniiERNK, 

Addressed — " These for William Holland Eeq* at his Heaton.'' 

Mr. Ogden'B atay at Denton scarcely extended beyond a year, the 
discomfort he experienced on bis early settlement and the hostility of 
the people towards him during Mb residence, having probably cauaed 
him to hasten his removal, fn January 1678-9 Mr. Hyde addressed 
Mr. Holland on the arrival at Denton of Mr. Ogden's successor, the 
^^tev. Eogor Dale : — 

^ Sir, 

My due respects premised with thanks for your kind letter. 
You may remember I gave you a hint in my letter that we had 
hopes of a hopeful conformable mioister who preached with U8 yes- 
terday both parts of the day, and did preach very well; and the 
people, upon notice given uuto the congregation that auch a one was 
to preach as might be obtained for our miniffter if he gave satisfaction 
to yourself, Warden and Fellows, and others concerned thereinj and 
all the congregation^ came unanimously except two or three families. 
did not SCO so full an aasembly of our own people since old Mr. 
Angier died, and they seemed all to like him well. And as your 
afisiatance and furtherance hath been a chief support of the ministry 
amongst as, so your concurrence and assistance is still desired with 
all thankfulness for all the former kindness of yourself and the great 
kiuduesB of j'our predecessors for the maintenance of the gospel 
amongst QB. What I certified you touching the abuse of the chapel- 
house was aU done since the bailiffs went away, for they removed 
nothing that was affixed to the freehold. I am sorry for the death 
erf your servant, who was a care^ servant and diligent in escecutioti 
of his trust. I pray you pardon my boldness, and I remain 

Your servant and friend, 
January 6, 1678. Roet. HinE, 




88 



A HISTORY OF THE 



Addressed — " This for his Reverend and Woraliipful friend Wil- 
liam Holland of Beaton Esq."' 

Mr. Holland at once seconded Mr, Hyde's wishes, and on the 5tli 
of April 1679 gave possession of the chapel -house to Mr, Dale, 
receiving from him an assurance that the keys should ho restored to 
himself his heirs or assigns whenever he (Mr. Dale) ceased from his 
ministrations at Denton, 

The appointment thus conferred was ratiBed by the unanimous 
vote of the Warden and Fellows, September 15, 1679, and was 
undoubtedly one attended with great difficulties to the individual 
filling it; — 'a "conformable minister" located amidst a nonconformist 
population must needs act with judgment to escape the censures of 
those who differed from him in opinion ; and moreover Mr, Dale 
appears to have carried out his views with great promptitude 
and deciBioUi conceding nothing to the prejudices of hie opponents, 
-who would not fail to characterise his practice as marked by in- 
tolerance wherever it was at variance with their own lax notions 
of propriety. It is probable that at an early period of his sojourn 
at Denton he received many private remonstrances from the people, 
which being systematically disregarded, led in 1685 to a more pub- 
lic protest. 

His patron Mr, HoUand was now dead, and thinking it a good 
opportunity for addressing Sir John Egerton, then recently invested 
with the patronage by his marriage with Elizabeth, sister and sole 
heiress of Mr. Holland, the inhabitants prepared a petition i^ainat 
Mr, Dale and bis practices. Their intention however having tran- 
spired, the following letter was addressed by the Rev. Francis Wood 
rector of Northenden, an influential friend of Mr. Dale, to the Rev. 
Bichard Heyrick, Warden of Manchester, at that time on a visit to 
Sir John, apprising him of the intended address and seeking by a 
simple statement of Mr* Dale's merits to secure the kind o&es of 
Mr, Heyrick, who thus might assist Sur John Egerton to m just 
oouclufiion : — 



I 






a 



ANCIBNT ClfAFEL OF DEXTON. 

Mr. Heyrick, 

I well understanding that some factioua personB in Denton 
g exaspornted agaiost Mr* Bale (the curate of the place, a very 
onest gent, and a great preacher of loyalty and obedience) especially 
for bringing the surplice, Book of Homilies, &c. ; insomuch that 
thej are about to give some fake infomiation to Sir John Egerton 
agaiBBt hini, in hopes to obtain his assistance so far as to create some 
misehief against the honest though poor clergyman, for they sorely 
and eanieetly long for a change there as well as among the greater 
spheres, though he bo as civil person aa any man can be : I there- 
fore beg of you to pre\*ent anything that they may insinuate into Sif 
John's eara to the gentleman's hindrance, and to make him rather 
his friend by letting him know what sort of creatures his enemies be ; 
and by so doing you'll oblige several loyal peraonSv particularly tho 
Eev. Dean of Chester, who is now present^ as well as, 

Sir, 
Harden, Your assured friend and bumble servant, 

May 21, 1685. Franc: Wood. 



The petition referred to is as follows 



I Th 

^K To the Right Worshipful Sir John Egerton of Farthinghoe and 
^^^^ Baronet, Edward Hyde of Hydo Esq,, William Hulton of 
^^^H Hulton Esq., and to Kobert Hyde of Denton Esq., and to 
^^^^ every of them ; 

^^ The humble petition of the chapelry of Denton and Haughton 
whose names are here subscribed sheweth : That the chapel of Den- 
ton is only a chapel of ease, and was erected by and at the charges of 
the inhabitants and Mr. Holland of Heaton principally, who left 
the sum of one hundred pounds by will to feotlbea in trust to be em- 
ployed to and for the good of the whole chapelry for the purchasing 
of a yearly rent of twenty pounds per annum in perpetuity for the 
maintenance of a preaching minister in that place to be nominated 
and chosen from time to time as the place shall be void by Edward 
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HoUaGd Esq.j tlMnaet lijdc Esq., WilJiam Hulton Esq., ttobert 
Hyde of Donton Esq., or by any two of them or the heirs male of 
them or any two of them which shaU be really poesesaed of and in 
their laad£, teaementa and hereditament in Denton and Haughton 
as lords and owners thereof, with assistance of the thapelry. Bat m 
it is that one Mr. Dale i& pnt into the place without the consent and 
good liking of all or the greater part of the chapehy, and contrary to 
the will of the donor of the hundred pounds, and not elected by the 
persons nominated in the said will nor any of them, and contrary to 
tho usnal way of bringing in a minister for very near a himdf«d 
years pa^ ; nor is he contented to go away with the bonent of that 
moneys only without the consent of your worships and the rest of 
the persons concerned therein, but hath e^qxeed a great many of us 
to much trouble and charge both in the temporal and spiritual 
courts, and pretends he has a grant thereof for his life, and that he 
will not ceaae troubling and perplexing of us till he has brought ua to 
a subscription to pay him a certain stipend yearly » and to that end 
seeks aU advantages against us, denies us the liberty we haTO alwayi 
had of burying our dead, and threatened to prefer bills of iudictmeat 
against such as come to bury there^ neither can w« enjoy our own 
habitations with comfort. The premises considered, may it please 
your good worships in whom the power rests to remove him and 
to elect one under whose ministry we might live peaceably and 
quietly to the advantage of our souls. We desire one that would 
satisfy the law, and we wiU be wiOing to pay him as we are able* 
And your petitioners will ever pray for your worships" health and 
happiness long to continue. 

To this address were attached sixty- five signatures. 

On receiving intelligence of the measures resorted to by his oppo- 
nents to damage him in the opinion of his patron, Mr. Dale under- 
took to justify himself from their aspersions. During Air. Holland's 
life he had enjoyed his confidence and support in all tho schemes de- 
vised for the welfare of Denton and its inhabitants, being named 
also as executor under Mr. Holland's will ; and he desired to culti- 
vate the like Mendly relations with his successor, the present patron, 
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M the best means of proniotitig the su^oese of his Diiniatorial labouri. 
Writing to Sir Jolin Egertoii under the date April m, 1687, ho 

aaye: 

*' Understanthng of late that some private (but envious) friGnds of 
rain© have attempted behind my back to possess you with an Ul 
opinion of rae tor removing about an bourns walk from the house at 
Denton whereiu 1 now dwell, T make bold to ontroat your serious 
eonstdcratioo of my reasons for it, and accordingly to think of mo. 
For, first of all, were I a single man I might easily help or suit my- 
lelf, or were there any land appertaining to the chapel of which 1 
were possessed and might rest jissured ; but having a wife and five 
children with a servant to myself to take care of, who have nov^r 
yet (I bless the Lord for it) known what it was to want milk or 
britter or any conveniences coming by cows, or corn fit for them or 
their friends; and being told that Mr. Hyde of Denton would push 
*nd till a clc^e for which I have paid him £6 per annum justly antl 
truly for its nearness and convenience, though all the neighbourhood 
knows it hath been too dear by above twenty shillings ; and having 
but on© year in two other closes which I took for seven years, and 
receiving answer from their owner that if I had them any longer it 
must be at a dearer rate, though I also have justly and truly paid 
more for them yearly than ever they were set for before 1 took 
them, I could not but think there was a design towards me. And 
having no certainty of any other within any reasonable distance from 
^tlie house, and knowing your worship had set Denton Hall for seve- 
ral years yet to come, I deemed it both prudence and high time to 
provide for ray family as well as I could. And being requestetl by a 
person or two of worth, to whom I know your worship hath a 
reverend esteem, to take thoughts of doing some service in or near 
Stockport, which might be of considerable use there as well as help- 
ful to me in the diBCOuragements under which I labour^ I made some 
proTuise if I could light of a place convenient for distance in respect 
of my preaching at the chapel. In the second place, the ditches 
and plattings or througlis which formerly were oft cleared and 
■ilitobed and so drew the water well away both from the house and the 
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chapel yard, are now wracked, filled or stopped up, aud, as I have iill 
reoion poasible to thinks purposely kept so ; for those to whom thej 
heloQg, upon fair Dotice and earnest request^ have and do Delect and 
refuse to clear thera i so that after my glazing, pointing and gutter 
ing the house ronnd, and making some chimneys new^ which hath 
cost me very lately very dear, the kitchen wherein we alwaya lived 
was and is after every storm of rainy weather so full of water that 
my family hath been constrained to lade and carry it out after a 
manner too ahameful here to be set down ; and by reason thereof, 
and of the coldness and dampness of the house, we were forced in a 
manner out of it ; and some persons of quality that would have 
placed some of their sons under roe for instruction in school- learning 
did also forbear for their health's sake. I can further prove that my 
predecessor Mr. Ogden, who was as civil a man as did need to live, 
was once clodded and stoned, and another time ahnsively and vio- 
lently pushed oflP his horse ; that stones have been thrown at me and 
light as near and dangerously to me as could be without doing their 
designed mischief; and that my wife hath in the chapel yard been 
hit over the side of her face and head when she never as much as 
thought the least harm to any one. About the time of the excludi|H 
hill, when the factious parliaments were at the height of their l^ff^ 
and impudence, and Mr. Angier preached as now he doth in his 
ham, this and the like^ with most odiona scandals, was the measure 
and comfort we could receive. And upon the coming forth of this 
toleration my wife is fearful there wiU he as little comfort again. 
I have endeavoured what I can to get a suitable tenant for it resci^ 
ving a convenient room for myself, but the time is too far spent for 
this year I doubt. Nor is it much material, for that I shall weekly 
come to it and keep both fuel and lodging in it, to make use of both 
at the weekV end and whenever 1 come to take care of the hay and 
cattle I shall this year have there* and to see yet further to its r€|idr 
in some respects which I have begun, which it wanted before I over 
saw it or knew it ; and if I dislike at the year's end, or before, and 
can more conveniently fit myself ia any respect, I am at liberty ta 
leave what 1 have taken. Confidence is not wanting abeady openly 
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ejcpress the design of gottiog a Noncon. in if devices (though never 
iitdawful or unjust) can get me out* But it will be prudence for 
them to take the holy apostle's advice, " Not to use their liberty as a 
cloak of maliciousness," lest it \^t not so long as they fancy it wilL 
I should have thought much better of their profession if (setting aside 
these imclinstian practices in the dark and behind my back) they 
had, as onr blessed Saviour commands, told me their grievance or 
mj oversight, if they thought so of me, first between me and them 
or any of them only; and then with one or two to judge of it ; and 
then further as he directs^ and had endeavoured to have restored me 
in the spirit of meekDess. But the tree hath, and isj and ever will 
be known by its fruits. I most humbly thank your worship and 
your good lady for all favours and kind respects to me and my poor 
family ; and unfeignedly and earnestly praying for the health, com- 
fort and prosperity of yours, I remain 
^ Sir 

^B Your most dutiful, affectionate and obliged servant 

^P Denton, aud chaplain, 

^This last of April, "ST. Koger Bale. 

Addressed — "To the worthily hon** S*^ John Egerton Bart, att 
Heaton, These p^sent.'^ 



^ 



Writing subsequently to Sir John Egerton with reference to 
the unwillingness of the inhabitants to make the customary con* 
tribution towards their minister'^s support, ho says : — "It is cer- 
tain that when they [the inhabitants of Haughton and Hyde] 
obtained liberty from the ancestors of Denton to have and appro- 
priate to themselves the moiety or one half part of the chapel » they 
did then engage to pay the moiety of thn ^20 per annum to the 
preaching minister and to repair one half of the chapel, and to pro- 
mde or pay for the moiety of whatever there might be occasion to 
have provided. And it cannot be proved whenever it was unpaid 
in either respect before Mr* Angier died. And since, payment hath 
been made aa usually for the chapel's repair and provisions ; and now 
there is few or none throughout Denton, save only Thomas Lees of 
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Bighibonk and Bridgehooses, bat they are brought in for payment 
as formerly. Bat for several years past I hare not received above 
£1 5s. Od. out of Haughton and Hyde in the room of J^IO per 
annom, though they have come as readily and confidently to their 
seats at their own pleasure, and have buried and enjoyed all o4her 
ministerial privileges as any in Denton, that have and do pay their 
chiqwl-wages never so honestly and duly to me. And whereas it 
was suggested by Mr. Jdmson of Salford and others at our meetmg 
in Manchester heretofore, that if I would not insiBt upon calling it 
ancient wages, or due (as they were pleased to term it) by prescrip- 
tion, but take it as their free gratuity^ they would make my salary 
double what it was ; I do hereby assure you that there is not one of 
them that hath since then brought or sent one penny or pennyworth 
to me, though I then declared and still am willing to embrace it by 
what name or title soever they were pleased to give it. Nor do I 
believe such speeches will hereafter be v^ified either to me or to any 
that may succeed me, if the same course and order be not taken and 
procured which is in all the rest of the chapds in the same parish, 
namely, that they either pay as usually they have paid for their seats, 
or else that the seats may be disposed of to others that are wilb'ng to 
do so ; which is all I desire or design save only the fidthfbl disdiarge 
of my duty to such as will by no fiur means nor in any reasonable 
time take care to perform theirs. And when they exclaim agunst 
me for a contentious or troublesome person, I would only beg they 
might produce one tenant of your worship^s or any other person in 
the chapeLry that hath paid me as others fbrmeriy, and decently 
repaired to the chapel with his fomily, with whom I have been ocm- 
tentioos or troublesome since I came to Denton. But these are ever 
loading me with reproaches the better to palliate their injnstioe and 
disobedience both to me and the government estaUished, and (if it 
be possible) to make me contemptible in the eyes and hearts td all 
that love and respect me.'" 

In further justification of himself Mr. Dale adds: — ^In answer 
to Mr. Jdmson's accusation that I would neither bory his brother, 
nor suffer Mr. Hyde to officiate for me ; First, I am obliged in 
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tnctiicas to tieitlier, for there b no Hconsc nor legal authority to bury 
IaI Denton, nor anything that can look like a warrantable custom or 
tprescription for it. The first that la known to be buried there was 
Mr. Angler's first wife, for whom he took that liberty iu the time of 
the late bloody usurper Olivorj when each one did what was good in 
his own eyes. After that he buried all that came^ and it hath m 
pure? kindness and charity been since winked at by the Bishop and 
the Warden and Fellows of Manchester. — Secondly, I can prove 
that some have had the impudence since Mr. Sam* Angier"'s sup- 
pressing to bring him in the absence of Mr. Ogden and me, both to 
{iroach funeral sermons in the chapel and to make long speeches at 
the grave of his own composure instead of the Church's prayers. — 
And John Johuson was a man that frequently had him at his house, 
eocouraged him (as I am iufornied) to preach in a barn belonging 
lo his wife, tiU he was informed against ; after that went publickly 
and constantly to him each Lord's-day while the said Mr. Angier 
preached in his own house or barn in Dukinfield, which was 
i too shameiul a time to mention. And he being dead on Saturday 
^P night or extreme early on Sunday morning, and no notice being 
brought to me of hi^ burial neither upon Sunday nor upon Monday, 
nor any passing peal rung ia order to it, I bad {I think) just cause 
to suspect that Mr Angier must bury him, and for fear of it I sent 
■ for the keys to Harden. Thirdly, I bad no fit or convenient notice 
^" given mo so to doj for their messenger came to me when dinner at 
Harden was almost over, and he came with an information or com- 
mand rather than a request. It was to let me know that John 
Johnson's friends intended that day, being Tuesday, to bury him, 
and to have Mr. Hyde to preach for him, and if I were willing of it 
they desired to know, for otherwise they would carry him to Man- 
cheeter. To %vhich 1 replied that I looked u]M>n it as an unfit 
notice and request, both beeauso John had so absented himself from 
me, and never paid me anything of that fifteen shillings per annum 
which his estate had usually paid to the chapel; but I took his 
brother for a conscionable and considerate persoTi, and if he were 
pleased to refer the difference between his brother and me to any 
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ci^l person I would content mpelf with whatever was appointed 
me J and he was fVeelj welcome to any liberty that could lawfiiUy be 
allowed him. Upon which he went from me, and when he had 
been with Mr. Johnson, came again to require mo very peremptorily 
and instantly to come bury the corpse or to send the keys. I told 
him that notice was not reasonable ; and they were not so civil u to 
Bend me a horse, and I had none of my own there, and to plod 
through thick and thin between Harden and Denton aa the way waa 
then in January, I was not free, and for the keys, I had sent them 
home. I had twice before given Mr. Hyde free liberty to preach al 
Denton when I had convenient notice and waa civiUy requested; 
and I had, I can prove, made Mr. Lawton free to the chapel, Mr. 
Ellison and Mr. Kinsey^ as if they had been at their own places; 
but as this matter was managed for John Johnson, and so intimate 
as he had always been with Mr, Angier, I think I had reason to do 
what I did. In answer to their objection of citing and troubhnf 
them without cause for what is not my due, I desire it may he con- 
sidered that it was not only so paid to Mr. Angier, who was minister 
at Denton five or six and forty years, but declared in the subscriptioo 
made to him to be an old wages of i?20 per annum by the lords and 
their tenants anciently paid in particular proportions according to 
the seats and privileges which they held and enjoyed ; and I d^gned 
nor desired no more but, without giving offence to my superiors la 
whose disaffection I cannot be free to live, that I might have order 
from the Bishop^s court that all such of the vulgar as came and 
enjoyed their usual privileges of seats, burying &c* there, might pay 
me their usual proportions or eke fairly give them up to bo disposed 
of to others that might think them worth %vhat they paid for them. 
And to this end I cited them to Chester; but being informed that 
the good fomily at Hyde and Mr. Hydo of Denton were disobliged 
by it, and had given their hands against me, I spoko to my proctcf 
to forbear all proceedings tiU I had convinced them of the falsehood 
of what I heard had been snggestcd to them by my adversarioB, 
I intended to set up a prescription. And when books of articles 
Bent unto us both from the Archbishop's agents and the BishopX 
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strictly cotmnandiiig present ment of all offendera and offences an- 
swerable to them (which articles I can produce), I hope it will be 
judged equitable either that wliat ia truly done in obedience to them 
gtand valid, or elae that we he taken out of their hooka and not cited 
to viBitatious to do it. And in obedience only unto them I have 
with the chapel wardens, or for their default, as all other ministeps 
that make conscience of their obligations, presented such aa come not 
to receive the holy sacrament ; such as neither brought their children 
to me nor to ^lanchester, but to Mr. Sam, Angier to be unlawfully 
baptised ; nor their wives to be churched as it is required ; such as 
have totally absented themselves from the chapel^ Or openly sworn in 
the chapel as black Thomas Leesj or committed fornication ; or obsti- 
nately refused to send their children and servants to be catechised ; 
or such as have buried at Denton and then had their funeral sermons 
preached by Mr. Sam, Angier the Nonconformist at Dukinfield ; or 
such as have refused to pay their proportions of leys for repair and 
needful provisions for the chapeL And without some of these causes 
not one person hath been presented or cited by me*" 

In 1691, Mr, Dale, who had accepted the curacy of Northenden 
in Cheshire, thus announces to Sir John Egerton his resignation of 
Denton : 



Honoured Sir, 

My due and most humble and unfeigned thanks given to 
your worship and your ever honoured lady for that remarkable and 
unparalleled respect which you have been pleased to shew me in the 
worst of tiroes under those sad discouragements I have undergone at 
Denton* Hereby I have thought fit to acquaint you that the Al- 
mighty in His good providence bath now ordered my removal 
thence ; and as soon as my Lord Bishop comes to visit, before 
whom that reverend gentleman I serve must preach as Maxfield 
[Macclesfield] , I shall after that his performance have the benefit of 
his good pains here a few days, and then I shall take my leave at 
Denton and carefully ?ind faithfully deliver the keys by your order 
to Mr* Wardle, with the best account I can give him of your interest 

o 
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and privilege there in any respect. I had done it at Ejister had he 
come then, aa he did intend, from Cheater, but tbm other accident 
did prevent liim. And aa to the house at Benton, I understand 
your worship hath received tho like suggestions for truth from the 
factious party relating to it with those they have fonnerly given upon 
other occasions, a plain experiment of the fallacy and falsity whereof 
I presume you yet remember I gave at our meeting face to face in 
the house of Mr, Swarbrook in Manchester. It is not yet four 
years since I left it upon the motions then made to me by m^ 
honoured friend Mr. Justice Warren and Dr. Shippen for what we 
had then in our eyes; and immediately before, I had the glazier, the 
masons and the slators to it out of Stockport, Ashton and Bukin- 
field, as I can readily prove, who left nothing undone which they 
could think needful or fit to be done, either in the walk, the win- 
dows or the roof. And above a year after I left it I had a tenant 
for it (whose small rent is yet unpaid me, for vrhich he left me a 
pair of Dutch looms in a room of it), upon whose coming I bought 
another load of lime to those four or five I had betbre, to beautify it 
further as he and his wife desired ; and since then he got a man 
upon the roof to turn every drop he could meet with. But the truth 
JB, since they are, and before I settled at Northen were, convinced 
they neither could nor must have Mr. Angier again for their minister, 
the house hath been as grosaly abused as it was soon after he was 
east out of it, when the loyal party, till my coming, were constrained 
to get men to lie in it lest the brutish saints had pulled it down, 
being by that spirit of meekness they so highly pretend to above all 
others instigated to it. And when Sir John Ardeme came to hear 
by accident that some of the sanctified sprigs of those tender rines 
near the chapel, amongst others, acted like themselves in the breaking 
of the windows, he issued out his precept and constrained the tender 
Yities to sprout forth the repairs of them again ; and foreed frait it 
never of long continuance. He constrained them (not Mr. Augiet 
after he had left the house) to do it. And though upon and after 
the removal of Mr. Angier, who was and is as great with them M 
Diana of old was with the Ephesians, the ceiling waa wraited offij 
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IS in the I10U8G, which was tht^e before either he or his uncle 
came thither ; though the boanla were forced up out of the windows, 
and from over the stable, the crateh and manger; and such work 
msde in the ship])en that my beasts could not be tied up there to 
rest in it securely till I had got it boarded new and fixed as I left it ; 
yea though the very door was taken from the house of ease* and seats 
out of it; and all laid waste in the garden; and my preciouB friend 
deceased, your father-in-law, did write a letter in special to him there- 
upon, which he sent by one John Upton his butler to him, to restore 
and make good as there was reason ; yet from that day to this it was 
never done, nor can be the least crime in him or such as did it. I 
can also make it evident (if occasion rcc^uire) that when the kitchen 
was enlarged, the new parlour built, the wash-house, the stable^ Ssc^ 
or any remarkable repairs made, it was neither done by nor attempted 
in the least to be put upon old Mr. Angier ; hut either a ley was 
assessed throughout the chapelry (whereof there is an instance now 
ID the hands of Thomas Lees one of the surotiea for the money) or 
else the whole household of faith was aequainted, and thereupon such 
ooUection made as readily accomplished the thing to bo done : not- 
withstanding, its repair, with too many other such like things, hath 
been grossly and shamefully put upon mcj and I have endeavoured 
(though in vain) to have bought a peaceable being whilst I sojourned 
amongst them thereby. Nor can I yet forget how justly as well as 
kindly ^Vfr* Angier at hh departure left me a fair legacy of chimney- 
moDey to pay for the time that he himself enjoyed it.^ Besides, 



^ Bj tht 15 C&T* n. c. IS it is ordered tkat *^ notice be giTen publiquely in the 
dmrch, and partiouIaHj to everj Inbabitaut within the re^pectire prcoincts tliat 
iIiaII be ike occupier of asj houfH?, cdi£Ice, todgeing or chamber, that within tcQ daja 
nmt aftse luoh notice he give a true sad jiisl tooompt in writiag undor hh hand .... 
of all hearl^ea and stovm in suoh rcspectire honie^" in order to thoif being tmied. 
Thia tfli wajj inteuded for the king's use, and waa first IcTicd at a time when, aojoifd- 
mg to Hitme (Uiri. ofUn^land^ roL vii p. 377, edit. 1703), hia majestj^s debts had 
iMOOme >o **■ iQ tolerable tbat the common a were caii»iraiaed to Tote him an extra- 
ordiiuuy tirpplj of £1,200^000, to be leried bj cight^ien months' asE^ssmeot ; and 
iading upon (Tsquiry that the sorcral branches of the revenue fell much &hort of Ihe 
they oipectijd, ihxij at lagt, aft«r much delay, votcil a ww impu*iiwn &f tmo 
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when the house was built by the fiame joint and geaeral charge that 
the chapel was, for their great ease and conveniency, being so vei^ 
far distant from Man cheater j the parish church, by the residency of a 
minifiter therein, I miiBt acknowledge it beyond my weak apprehen- 
sion to conceive how it should at all in equity or gtrictness be wrested 
in its repair from its first founders and repairers, of late time^ and be 
obtruded for its supply now upon the minister in particular, espe- 
cially when Peter is so notoriously robbed to clothe Paul — I mean 
the ancient and usual wages of the chapel of Denton to supply th& 
bam of Dukinfiold. If the poor minister thereof shall henceforth be 
expected to supply all defects, methinka he ought in conscience to 
receive all that anciently hath been received, to fit and enable him 
for it. At Gorton, the very next to it, the chapel^ the house and tlie 
achool are all repaired by thorn who built them ; and I will veiy 
thankfully own a secure information from any of the complaints by 
what statute or canon there can be dilapidation, or the least defect 
made by others, charged upon him who is neither parson uor vicar, 
nor did ever receive induction ? But I very well know it natural for 
the briar to scratch and the thorn to prick whatever is done. When 
I did at my first coming thither find as rude and wasteful work in 
the garden as in the buildings, after I had unadvisedly repaired tJie 
one I brought grafts to eet clearly round about the other ; I paid the 
gardener for setting them, and others who did assist and supply him 
as be desired; and whilst they are little and removable, Judge 
Warren, &c,, have satisfied me they may as legally and justly be 
removed by me as rosemary or any other sort of flowers or roots I 

i^lliwfft <m eeicA AeartA, and tbU tax thej Aettled on the king during his life/^ Hft* 
OwJa^, quoting {Mist. ofMngfand^ vol, L p. 2S7) from a contemporary bolbd in th* 
Pepyftkn Libraij, Cambridge, illuatnit^s the unpopulnrity of tbo tmc, wluch 
enforced with cotLsidqrablQ rigour: 

The good old damfls whenerer they the chlmner-niBn eepded. 
Unto tbcir nooks ih«.!y haatc awaj, t\mr pots und pipkin b hide. 
Tbero i^ not one old dame In ten, and search the nntioii through. 
But if jou talk of chimnej^mc&t will spare a outsm or two. 
The net unnunl peoeipt from this tai wa* £200,000, It -dua abolish (h! by act 1 WU- 
liam uid Itiary, c. 10. 
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ad therein set ; and I have motioned either their fieasonable removal 
or fit and reasonable eonsidcration for theiD^ but meet ^Yltll the like 
apologies and devicea in them as An other things ; and if i leare all 
as I found it, I must not leave one of them, as weU as too many 
other things I might mention* At mj first coming also they did 
generally promise to pay me their proportions of chapel-wages which 
had been usually and anciently paid to Mr. Angier and others before 
him ; but after some time I had fair experience of their gross hypo- 
crisy and dissimulation ; so that when there did after \vards come a 
season of respect and favour to the Church of England by a regular 
and due execution of the laws, I required further assurance of their 
former promises by subscriptions under their hands, which I think I 
did formerly shew to your worship and have lately shewed Mr, 

»Wardle. And when I waited on ray Lord Bishop for license and 
Brders for Northen, I desired time (as was reasonable) for removal of 
what I had at Denton, and for getting in my arrears there^ and his 
lordship did freely allow it, though no time in particular was fixed ; 
but such as stand obliged by subscription have not yet manifested 
the honesty to pay me one farthing j and when they so grossly con- 
strain me to sue for it tiiemselvea, tlien must I be reported by them 
a litigious nian^ minding only those perplexities of law which, could 
I avoid, I do utterly abhor. They have likewise contrived to detain 
the very interest money from me for the time I have supplied 
or procured supply for it* I demand but a quarter, which within 
a very few days I have supplied ; and Mr. Angier had six months 
fully allowed him after he ceased preaching ; and they have here- 
tofore pro fie red to give me a year's income if I would acquit it and 
move myself and family thenoe as now I have. These things I 
humbly beg your worship^s consideration of, and do make it my last 
request that you will be pleased to signify to them your unwilling- 
ness to embrace or admit of any other to succeed me before they have 
honestly and justly paid me what I have carefully laboured for, which 
may probably prevent the charge and perplexity which otherwise 
will ensue; though whensoever you intimate it your pleasure either 
to me or Mr, Wardle, the keys shall as speedily be delivered up as 1 
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cao possibly bring or get them to either of you, but to no other pefsen 

for all their specious pretences* I could likewise desire your wonibip 
would be pleased (if he be not a person known to you) to order that 
he whom they bring on hereafter to succeed me, may, before me, 
read the Divine Service and wear the surphce, and satisfy me of his 
hearty conformity and his due ordination, after which he may have 
readily the Warden^'s approbation. However^ I trust I shall still en- 
joy the favour and respects of your worship and your ever honoured 
and precious lady, whom I shall as faithfully serve at any time here- 
after in any respect within the hmits of my poor capacity as any one 
that ever had tUo good providence to be known to you* And if I may 
fairly receive what is justly due to me at Denton, or be fairly assured 
of it in any fit time, though of right it appertains neither to me not 
my successors, yet it shall no longer want if it do want, that repair I 
found it in, if anything reasonable will do it, for I have not seen it 
[the house] since I removed ; and if they had pulled it quite down 
after they saw Mr. Angler must not come again to it, or should do 
now never so soon, it will certainly fall to their lot to tnako it good^ 
and not his w^ho neither doth the least injury to it nor knows any- 
thing in the %vorld of it. I most humbly and cordially again thank 
your worship, my moat worthy and endeared friend, your good lady 
and all with you, for esrprcsstons of kindness and favour and charity 
both to me and my family ; and after this tedious (though con- 
strained) trespass upon you, with my most earnest prayers to tbe 
Almighty for the future health, comfort and happiness of you and 
the fruit of your bodies bestowed upon you, I subscribe myself M in 
duty bound 

Your most obedient, obhged and dutiful servant to command, 
Northen[den,] Kooer Dalb* 

This 2i of April, 169L 

Addressed — '* To the worthily honoured Sir John Egerton Baro- 
net at Wrinehill these humbly present* Leave this with Mr. John 
Wardle Goveruor of the College at Manchester, to be sent as above 
directed*" 
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Immediately on Mr, Dale's resignation the choice of the Warden 
and Follows centred in Mr. Joshua Hydo, a rektive of the then 
Sninister of Sal ford Chapel, the Rev, John Hyde, and probably 
also of Robert Hyde of Denton Esq*, one of the trusteca of the 
chapel. 

The right of patronage being still in dispute, the Warden and 
eUowBj before proceeding to nominate, had, with their wonted 
caution, recoureo to Sir John Egerton, whose ac*iuiescence in the 
appointment of Mr, Hyde they endeavoured to ohtain. 



Honoured Sir, 

I give you thia trouble at the request of Mr. Hyde of 
Denton and the inhabitants of that chapelry, who having a deBire 
that one Mr, Hyde, now preacher at Chorlton ehapel in our parish, 
may come to Denton now vacant, have desired me to acquaint you 
both witli my free consent for, and my rcconmiendatiou of, the said 
Mr. Hyde, that you in behalf of your tenants there may be satisfied 
in the choice and join with the rest, and he being a person that I have 
good report of as one that Uvea well and behaves himself honestly, 
I hope be will be able to do God and the Church good sorvice in 
thftt place. 

Your faithful friend and Bcrvant, 
Mancheiter, Bic: Wrok. 

May 4, 91. 
Addressed — '' For the Right Worshipful Sir John Egerton Bart, 
at Eyne Hill in Stafford ah ire*" 



To this letter Sir John Egerton replied m follows: 

Mr. Warden, 

Mr, Hyde of Chorlton chapel having yoar recommendation 
and being liked by Mr, Hyde of Denton and the chapehy there, I 
very well approve of him^ and will order Mr. Dale to deliver the 
keys of the house, &c*j to Mr. Wardle, governor of the College, who 
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shall deliver them to Mr. Hyde of Chorlton, whioh at preient is the 
rest from 

Sir, 
WrTnehill, Yoar affectionate friend to serve joa, 

May 11, 91. J. Egebton. 

The following extract from a letter of Mr. Wardle, governor of 
the College, Manchester, addressed to Sir John Egerton, also relates 
to Mr. Hyde^s appointment to the vacated chapel : 

The neighbourhood in Denton and Haughton have had one Mr. 
Hyde, who is a very honest conformable man, for some days at the 
chapel, and have declared and promised to pay part of their nsoal 
contribution to him, and most of them such as never would pay Mr. 
Dale. And now their request to your worship is that your worship 
would be pleased to admit him the said Mr. Hyde to come and 
preach and reside (being at want of a minister at the chapel) amongst 
them ; and also 'tis desired your worship would please to allow the 
whole or part of your own and tenants^ usual contribution. Your 
worship'^s tenants all do freely declare to allow whatever yoor wor- 
ship is pleased to require or demand from them on that ooncem; 
and in order to your worship'*s approbation hereof your answer is 
earnestly required by the return of the bearer^ for Mr. Hyde of Den- 
ton would have a special messenger had not Robin Lee come at this 
time. I presume Dr. Wroe hath writ something to your worsfaip in 
your behadf of the minister. 

John Wardlb. 

Addressed — ''ffor the right worshipfrd Sir John Egerton at 
Wrinehill, Staffordshire.'' 

Mr. Hyde was thereupon formally nominated to Denton chapel by 
the Warden and Fellows of Manchester. His nomination bears 
date June 3, 1691, and is signed by Bichard Wroe, Warden ; Fran- 
cis Mosley and Greoige Ogden^ Fellows. 

We must assume Mr. Hyde to be at this time if not unordained 
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at least only in Beacon's orders, eince although officiating heretofore 
at Chorlton chapel, a request is now made to the Bishop of Chester 
to ordain him, which perhaps had reference to hjB admission to 
priest's orders. ThiB appears from tho following communication^ 
addressed to the Rev. Mr. Entwiale the Bishop's cbaplaint by Mr. 
Hyde^e rolatire, the minister of Salford chapeL 



Sir, 



^P You may please to remember that when you waa at Man- 

chester (at dinner at the Hospital), Mr. Warden, Mr. Hyde of Den- 
ton, Mr, Moaley and I, requested of my lord that he would be 
pleased to ordain a young man In order to his being curate at Denton 
chapel, which is at great want of a minister and very desirous of the 
bearer Joshua Hyde. Hia lordship being assured of hia good life, 
ordered him to be at tlie nest ordination ; you were then present, 
whoso favour (you may remember) I begged for him, assuring you 
tbat he is a person of very good life. I make bold to renew my 
request for him. His father dying, he was forced to leave the Uni- 
veraity too soon ; but he is very diligent, and I hope may do well» 
Several chapels about us are void, and are like to continue so if not 
supplied by young men. With my hearty service I am, 
■ Sir, 

^B Salford, Your most humble servant, 

^^^^ June 4t^9l* Soi Hyde. 

Mr. Hyde's residence at Denton extended to little more than four 
years, when he resigned, having probably succeeded to some more 
subetantial preferment. His successor was tho Bev, Noah Kinsey 
M.A., of Pembroke College, Cambridge, B,A. 16S9, M.A. 1677, 
who from a neighbouring cure was nominated to Benton by the 
Warden and Fellows September 23, 1695, and was hceneed by tho 
Bishop October 2nd. He lived to enjoy the preferment but for the 
short space of six months^ and dying was interred May 22, 1696, in 
the aisle of the chapel, in the adjacent grave to that of his mora 
celebrated predecessor Mr. Angier. On the death of Mr* Kinsey a 
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delay of some months followed in the appointment of a ministert 
occasioned either by the disseDsionB of those who claimed to be pa- 
trons, or by the un wiUiogneaa of any qualified person to 8ne«;eed to an 
office which so scantily provided for the wants of hiiu who held it, 
At length, early in the ensuing year, a successor w^a found in the 
|)erson of the Rev. Daniel Pigtells, who appears to hnvo received hia 
nomination from Sir John Egerton. Mr, Pighells was succoedid 
about the year 1707 by the Rev, John Berry M.A, of Sidney 
Sussex College, Cambridge, B.A, 1683, MA, 1687, who does not 
seem to have held it long, being followed about the year 1709 hf 
the Rev. John Jackson. From the second oldest extant register it 
appears by a written memorandum that there being a dispute be- 
twi]tt the Rev. Joseph Dale minister of Denton and the inhabitaats 
of Haughton about the right of nominating a warden for the Lattef 
towuahip, the Rev. John Jackson reported upon oath before the Chan- 
cellor or visitation official^ that ho Mr. Jackson for the space of eleven 
years, as minister of Denton, chose a warden constantly oat of the 
township of Haughton. This consequently determines the duration 
of Mr. Jackson's ministry at Denton, namely eleven years, and he 
probably vacated the preferment not by death but by resignation 
about 1720, when he was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Grrey. Of this 
curate nothing has survived except an aUusion to his resignation 
of the cure conveyed in a letter from Holland Egerton Esq., the son 
of the patron, to the Bishop of Chester, in which the former recom- 
mends to his lordship for his hcense the Rev. Joseph Dale. 

My Lord, 

Upon Mr. Orey's resignation of Denton chapel the last 
summer, one Walker who came well recommended to me obtained 
my letter in his behalf to your lordship begging your license. He 
was to wait upon you with it once, but waa disappointed of seeing 
your lordship that time, he living at a distance in Derbyshire ; and 
having some knowledge of the humours of the people at Denton and 
pretty good preferment, which made him inditferent as to his choiofi 
and not so diligent in attending ^upon your lordship on that account, 
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tiU pressed by me (at the request of the chapelry) to come to some 
determination or otherj he at last signified by not designing to pro- 
ceed further in it. Whereupon the chapel vfardens have attended mo 
with a petition signed by the inhabitants desiring I would gratify 
thani with nominating Mr. Dale schoolmaster of Stockport to offi- 
ciate there aa a person that was vetj acceptable to them, and to 
whom they had, under their hands, engaged to contribute a hand- 
Bonie annual salary. I presume your lordship is no stranger to the 

■character of these people, whose indifFcrence to the Church ia so 
great that a small disobligation will be sufficient to make them join 
the DissenterSj which even some occasionally do at any time. I 
would not however make them any further promise than by submit- 
ting him entirely to your lordship's judgment and approbation, to 
whom he is^ 1 conceive, not unknown ; and if his character is not so 
imblemished (in one notorious instance) as it were to be wished, yet 
if his repentance and after conduct has so far reconciled your lord- 
ship to him as to allow him your license for this place, he shall have 
all the encouragement I can give him ; and although some family 
affairs and misfortunes, and lately the death of my eldest son of the 
Btnallpox, has retarded my progress in getting up the sum for the 
late Queen's Bounty, yet I hope before Michaelmas to be ready with 
it, upon the prospect of having our femily'a nomination of the chap- 
lain secured us according to tho design and will of the founder. I 
am with the greatest deference and respect, 

H My Lord^ 

Heaton, Yoor lordship^'s most obedient, humble servant. 

May 3, 1723. Holland Egehton, 



Mr. Dale at this time held the masterBhip of the endowed grammar 
school of Stockport, and had been introduced to tho notice of Sir 
John Egerton by a petition from the inhabitants of Denton sohciting 
his appointment to the vacant chapeL Sir John, as we have seen, 
from his son^s letter, acceded to their request and consented to nomi- 
nate him, in which he was seconded by the following letter from 
Mr, William Shrigley, a lawyer of some eminence and father of the 
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Rev, William Slirigley chaplain of the Collegiate Church of Mam 
Chester, addressed to the Chancellor of the Diocese, and desigiie*!, it 
might appear, to overcomo any unwillingness which the recollection 
of Mr, Dale's past misconduct might have given rise to in the mind 
of the Bishop. 

Good Sir, 

Mr. Dale of Stockport is the bearer. He waits on yon for 
a license to Denton chapel, which I dare pTesumo to a^y will be of 
good consequence ag he is desired by tbo cbapelry and is a man able 
to do service to the Church in the chapelry famous for conceited and 
hardened sectaries. I send you enclosed a copy of the people's 
request to Mr. Egerton. He has applied to the Bishop ; I did not 
know it till I received one from my lord two posts ago, which tells 
me that if his officers have no just objection to Mr. Dale, he will 
consent that he shall be curate of Denton. I beg Sir that no delay 
may obstruct it, for I hope and believe for the future Mr, Dale will 
so behave in all respects as not to deserve otherwise tlian the respect 
of every good churcbmaD, I expect to hear from ray lord in two 
posts, and am glad he's well after his fatigue. Mr. Egerton pre- 
sents his humble service to you. The chapel has been sadly 
neglected, and there are three conventicles near it ; but I dai^ fiay 
Mr. Dale will bend if not break 'em, 

I anit good Mr. Chancellor, 

Your most obliged and sincere servantr 
William Sdrigley. 



^ 



I 



The date of Mr, Dale's nomination to Denton was June 7, 1 723. 
Ho hold the cure for a period of twenty-seven years, and resigned it 
February 23, 1750. 

On the resignation of Mr. Dale, the Rev* William WiUiams M.A., 
senior Fellow of Braz:enoso College, Oxford, was nominated (March 
13, 1750) by Sir Thomas Grey Egerton, Some hesitation having 
been manifested by the Bishop of Chcetor, wljo cxproBsed himself in 
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doubtfttl t&mia as to the actual patrons of the cbapol, (this bein^ tho 
last ocensioti on which the Warden and Fellows resisted the ri^^ht of 
tho Holland family and their descendants and representatives the 
Egertons to the exclusive patronage,) Sir Thonias Grey Egerton 
caused a Qtmm impedit to be iaaued, which, to quote the elegant 
phrase of the curate elect in a letter to hia patron, '* clean washt his 
lordship's fitomach,"" and led to his (Mr> WiUiams's) immediate 
induction. 

H Mr. Williams died in the year 1759, and was succeeded by the 

^Bev. William Jackson B.A., whose nomination by Sir Thomas 
Egerton bears date July 6, 1759. 

■ Mr. Jackson held the preferment till his death in conjunction with 
the mastership of tho endowed grammar school at Stockport. 

On the 24th of September 17£J1 the Rev. William Parr GresweU 
was nominated by Lord Grey de Wilton to the chapel of Denton, 
void by the death of the Rev. William Jackson. Mr. Greawell 
was the son of Mr. John Groswell of the city of Chester, and was 
baptised in the parish church of Tarvin in the county of Chester 
June 23, 1765. On the 20th of September l7SiJ he was ordained 
as a literate person to the stipendiary curacy of Blackley in Man- 
chester parish, on tho nomination of the Rev. John Griffith. Whilst 
residing at this place he became acquainted with the first Earl of 
Wilton, who discerning in Mr. Groswell attainments of no oomraon 
order, appointed him tutor to his only son, and two years afterwards 
conferred on him the incumbency of Denton, rendered vacant by 
the death of Mr. Jackson. Though of small pecuniary value, Mr. 
Greswell accepted tho preferment, which ho continued to hold un- 

H interruptedly for the long period of sixty-three years. In addition 
to the discharge of his clerical duties, Mr. Greswell addressed himself 
in his earlier years to the education of private pupils, and his fitness 
for the task may be inferred from the following results which attended 
his eCorta on behalf of his sons, all of whom were indebted to him 
for their earlier education: 1* William Grcawell, Fellow of Balliol 
OoUege» Oxibnl, B,A. KS18, M,A. 1820; 2. Edward Groswell, 
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Fellow and Tutor oi Ckwpus Chnfiti CoU^e» Oiford, B.A. 1819, 
M.A. 1822, B.D, 1830, elected in 18^ Preddent of hh CdkgBi 
wluch sppointmeDt be declined, feamig tb^ the duties of the dBam 
would witbdrnw biin from hk studies ; 3. Biehard Gresweli, FdJov 
and Tutor of Worcester CoUege Oxford, B,A. 1822, M.A, 1S25, 
B.D. 1836; 4. Fraocjs Hague Greswell, Fellow of Brazenoee Col- 
lege, Oxford, B,A. 1826, M*A. 1829, in which latter jear he was 
ordained to the fltipendiary curacj of DeDton on his father^« nomi- 
nation, where he died in 1830 aged 26 years ; 5* Clement Greawelt 
FeUow and Tutor of Oriel College, Oxford, B.A. 1827, M.A. 1831, 
ap|K)inted in 1840 to the rectorj of Tortworth in Gloucestershire. 
Mr, GresweU had also two other eons both now deceased, Charlea, 
in the medical profeasioo, and Thomasj master of the Chetham Hoe- 
pital, Manohester. 

In 1 853, when age and infirmity had incapacitated him from the 
further discharge of his miuisterial functions, he ceased from the 
chapel, his resignation being received by the Bishop of the diocese^ 
who in compliment to Mr. GresweE visited Denton expressly for the 
purpose. He did not long sarvivo his resignation, djing January 
12, 1854, in the ninetieth year of his age, and was interred on the 
18tL of the month in the chapel-yard of Denton, the Bishop of Man- 
chester ofiiciating at his interment. 

Mr, Gr(^weU was the author of the following literary works : 

1. Memoirs of Angelus Politiauus, Johannes Picus of Mirandula, 

Actios Siucerus Sannazariue, Petnis Bern bus, Hieronymus 
Fracastoriufi, Marcus Anton i us Flaminius, and the Amalthei ; 
translations from their poetical works, and notes and obser- 
vations concerning other literary characters of the fii^nth 
and sixteenth eenturiea. Manchester, 1801, 8vo, A second 
edition of this work was published in 1 805, 

2, Annals of Parisian Typography, containing an account of the 

ear best typographical establishments of Paris, and notioes 
and illustrations of the most remarkable productions of the 
Parisian Gothic Press. London, 1818, 8vo, 
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The Monastery of St, Werburgh, a Poem. 1823, 8vo. 
A View of the Early Parisian Greek Press, including the 
livea of the Stephani, notices of other contemporary Greek 
printers of Paris, and various particulars of the literary and 
eeclesiaatical history of their times. Edited by [hia son] 
Edward Groswell B,D. Oxford, 1833, 2 vols. 8vo. There 
was afterwards printed at Oxford a *' Sequel" to this hitter 
work, but after a very few copies had been circulated it was 
suppreescd by ita author, for some reasou unexplained. 
On the resignation of Mr. Greswell in 1853, the Rev. Walter 
Kicol M.A* of the University of Glasgow was appointed by the 
patron, the Earl of Wilton, to succeed him, Mr* Nicol had for the 
two preceding years held the stipendiary curacy of Don ton. He waa 
ordained in 1848 to the curacy of Burslem iu StatTordshiro. In 1850 
he accepted the curacy of Woodhead near Hudderafield in York- 
shire, whence in 1851 ho removed to Denton. 



The following is a complete list of the Ministers of Denton Chapel 
from the suspension of Mr. Broxholme in 1631 to the present time: — 
1631. Charl es B roxholme , 
John Angler. 
John Ogden, 
Eoger Dale. 
Joshua Hyde, 
Noah Kinsey. 
Daniel Pighells, 
John Berry, 
John Jackson. 
Grey. 



1632 — 1677. 
1677 — 1678. 
1678—1691. 
1691-1695, 
1695 — 1696. 
1696—1707. 
1707—1709. 
1709 — 1720. 
1720 — 1722, 
1723 — 1750. 
1750—1759. 
1759 — 1791. 
1791 — 1853. 
1853 



Joseph Dale. 
William Williams. 
William Jackson. 
William Parr Greswell, 
Walter NicoL 
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The sepulchriLl monuments at Denton are few in number and 

no way remarkablo ; they consiat altogether of mursJ tablets, and are 
affixed to the north wall of the chapel. The most conspicuous of 
these is one erected to the memory of Edward Holi^anh (only sin 
of Colonel Holland) and hia wife Ann, daughter of Edward Warren of 
Poynton in the county of Chester Esq. The epitaph is engraved m 
an oval braaa plat© beneath an entablature supported by two eolumm ; 
above this inacription is a shield bearing the arms of the deceased — 
Hollandj az, aemee of fleure-de-lia a lion rampant arg. Crest, out 
of a ducal coronet a Lion rampant, as in the arms, holding in his 
dexter paw a fleii>de-lia ; impaling the arms of Warren, chequy or 
and az., on a canton gu, a lion rampant arg. Great {for Warren) on 
a ehapeau gu, turned up erm, a wyvem, tail nowed arg. wings ex- 
panded chequy or and az. The whole of this monument, with the 
exception of the braea plate, is now covered with wbitewaab. 

Bed actus in Oineres 

Hie dormit Edvardus Holland 

Eichardi Holland nuper de Denton in Coin Lane arm 

Filius Unicus. 

Juvenis hie fiiit 

Praecocis admodnm Ingenii ; Penitioris prolans Miner\iB ; 

Gratisaimse Moralitatia ; Spectatissiroee Probitatis ; 

Solidtc non Simulate Pietatis. 

Ex ephebis vis. exceesit quin Palman aliis prBeripuit^ nee 

non facile ovaait : 

Familim subb Decua et Ornamentum 

Patriie suse Spes et Besiderium 

Amiconim Delitije simul ac Solamen ; 

At eheu ! inter omnium vota et amplexns immature expiravit 

Et novercaii variolarum insultu lugubre nobis exbibuit 

Mortalitatis Specimen. 

Quum sibi ipsi perenne stnmt monumentum 

Virescentem scilicet adhue sui Memoriam. 

Obiit iii^ Galendariim Julii Anno Dom umty^ et Mt&L susg xxix*. 
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Chara Doo^ Dilecta ^iro 

Sub hoc etiam cespite Jacet Anna Filb utiigetuta 

Edvardi Warren 

d© Pointon in Com Cestr arm, et Edvardi Holland conjux Fidelia 

Quondam cjusdem Lecti nimo vicini consors Sepulchri 
Sic mortuorum amplectentea CinereB testantur vivcntium Amores. 
Ultimum persolvit naturse Debitum 
xjdii Novembria Anno Dom mdclxviho, 

Miat, suae xli^. 

Hhc pietatis TeaBar.i ambobua parentavit 

Unica utnuB% Filia superetes 

Francisca Holland. 



Near to tbe above is a plain marble slab froni which the inBeription 
tifi now all but of!a«ed, the letters haviog been originallj painted on 
the stone and not incised. It ia commemorative of a daughter of the 
adjacent family of Ardeme. The opening words are aU that can be 
deciphered — "Near this place lyeth the body of Eleanob Ahden/* 
and towards the close occurs the date November 1666, 

The inscription is surmounted by a Bhield bearing the arms of the 
Ardeme family. Gq. three crosa-crosslets fitchee or, a chief of the 
second j impaling quarterly (for the family of Done) I and 6 az« two 
bars arg. over all on a bend gu, three broad arrows of the second ; 
2 vert a cross engrailed erm, over which on an escutcheon of pre- 
tence arg. a bugle strung Bab. (Kingsley); 8 gu. a lion rampant 
arg. ; 4 iHegiblo ; 5 az, two bars arg, (Venables). Crest double : — 
1 out of a ducal coronet or, a plume of five feathers arg, (Ardeme) ; 
B^ a buck's head couped at the shoulders ppr. (Done). 

Eleanor the daughter and coheiress of Sir John Done of Utkington 
Knt. became the wife of Ealph Ardeme of Harden Esq., who waa 
bom in 1608, and died in 1651. She waa mother of Sir John 
Arderne, High Sheriff of the county of Chester in 1660, 

H On a tablet of ^rey Derbyshire marble is the following inscription 
to the memory of Mary, widow of Sir BaliPH Assheton of Mid- 
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dletou Bart, and sole daughter and iK^iress of Robert Hyde of Dentoi! 
Efiq. : — **Near thii placo Jyetii the body of Dame Mary Asheton 
widdow and Belict of S^ Balphe Asbeton of Middleton Barr* and 
daughter and heiress of Robert Hydo late of Denton Esq. She 
dyed at London 16*^ of June 1721 and was buryed here tlie 6^*" of 
July foUowmg,"** Above the inscription is a shield bearing the tarns 
of the Aasbctons of Middleton arg. on a nanUet sa. an annulet or (on 
V a canton the badgD of UlBter)^ ov^r all a shield of pretence beftring 
the arniB of Hyde, az, a cheirron between three loxengea or» Orwt^ 
a boar's head conped or. 

There ia also a more modem tablet to the memory of Joscpli 
Blacklock of Salford, who died April 10, 1828, aged 67 years. 

In addition to the above, are several inacnptions oQ the floor of the 
chapel near to the pulpit : — 

1. ^^Here lieth the body of Mb. John' Angier the late most 
Pious and Faithful Pastor of this Congregation, who rested irora aU 
his laboura September 1, 1677, in the year of his Life 72, Ministry 
49, at Denton 46.'' 

2. " Here lieth the body of Margaret Anqier late Loving 
Wife of John Anc^ier, Pastor of Denton, who slept in JesoB Oc- 
tober 28, MDCLxxY. Isaiah tvw. ii."" 

3. '^Hcre resteth y* Body of y" Reverend Mb* Noau Kinsev 
late Minister of Denton , buried May y" 22, 1696, aged 36 years.^ 




Denton cbapel with its precincts forms the last resting place of many 
individuals possessing a local celebrity, of whoni every sculptured me- 
morial haa perished. It was here, in the grave yard, that the remaim 
of the first wife of Mr. Angier were deposited in December 1€42, 
and subsequently in May 1661 those of her daughter Elizabeth, the 
wife of the Rev- Oliver Hey wood. Mrs. Angier is said to have been 
the first person interred in the chapel yard, which is by some asBerted 
never to have received consecration. In Mr, Angicr^s dayi Denton 
was the favourite resort of the nonconforming and ejected mmigteni 
who BndLDg it (aa they designated it) a little Goehen in lifej deeirod 
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a continuance of its peaceful associations in tUe slunibors of tlie tomb, 
Writiog under the date January 11, 1666^ Henry Nowcotiio says 
{Autobiography^ voL i. p, 155), "Wo buried poor Mr. Leigh of 
Gorton 1 at Denton Chapel , by the day of the week the same day 
twelve months that we had before buried Mr, Eaton^ at the same 
place/' Here too was interred (September 21, 1689) Ooh Bobert 
Dukinfield of Dukiiifield, governor of Cheater Castle and one of the 
representatives of the city of Chester, celebrated aa one of the mem- 
bers of the conclave before which the unJbrttinate Earl of Derby was 
tried in the year 1651, and named by the Earl in a letter to his 
ecpially celebrated Coutitesa, wherein ho advisea her, being besieged 
by the parljamentsry army in her castle in the Isle of Man» to make 
conditions and " agree with Coh Dukinficld^ who, being so much a 
gentleman bom, will doubtless for his own honour deal fairly with 
you." These all lie undistinguished by naanument or sepulchral 
inscription, nor has any record survived telling of the last rites of 
Christian burial in the pages of the chapel registers, which com- 
mence at a later period, the earlier volumes having been lost. 



Mr. Wiillia.m Lt^igbj a serious, ftingle^beart^ man of good ftbilitiet, rer^ Isborloua 
in the work of ite ministry, one of the CLossis of Manchester. lie tssb grievouslj 
eiEictcM] with the stone, "which at laBt cut tiim ofl" in 1664 [ocpording to Newcomo 
16G6] about flftj jcars of a^. — Cahunjr'g Abridffinenti toL ii. p> 413. 

^ Mr, Soaiuel Eaton, son of Mr. BicliAi-d Enton vicar pf Great Bud worth, Cheshire, 
WDS educated at Oifordj and nftcnrards went into B"cw Eog^hmd. Upon hh return 
Jiora then<5is ho gathered a eongregatiotial chureh at DuJtinfield, and afterwwdfl 
pemoTt*d to Stoeltport, where he pj-enehcd in the ¥¥ce Skhooh Some of t be people 
ran things too mighty height and gri^w wiser than their minjiter, so that they creat-ed 
him £ibnndant»? of diJiieulty. Ho waa a g^ood sehohir and a judicioua diriiio* He waa 
turned out of the publio exercise of bis ministry In 1662, and allerwarda attended 
Mr. AngiorV nuniitfy at Benton, aa did many of hiR old hesTers. lie died Jouuaiy 
9, 1664^ aged €6. Ho left no child, fant left^ a good naine behind hha emong per&ona 
of all pereuAiionB. He puhiished "Tbo Mysteiy of God iDcamate,^' agtubst J. 
Iuiovrle«, 8to, IfiliO, and A Vindioiiion thereof igamflt the said EnowleiSj Sto. 1661. 
— Calamy'^ ^6ni/j^me«/, roL ii. p, 412* 



lie 



A HISTORY OF THE 



Extracts from the Registers of the OHAPBtr. 

1 692. Mr. Ward's chajgea : 

William Scott for the new Bell, being 2261b., 
the old 2231b* att G"* a pound for casting, 

and IS*! a pound for new ..*.. 05 14 06 

Frances Wrigley for hanging the Bell 00 * 02 ■ 00 

rtbr carrige of y" Bell to and from Manchester..* DO • 01 * 00 

ffor expenses in waying y* Bell old and new,**, 00-01 -00 
ffor spent at hanging y" Bell by order of y* 

Chappell Warden,,, ., OO-Ol-OO 

1694. Pd. for a Wethorcoke ,.... 00*02*00 



1695* May 22^ Buried at Denton, Noah Kineey clerk ; affidai 
made for him same day ; Jo: Lees. 

Swomc before Mr* Elison of Aehton under Lyne, huni 
in woollen J 

1696-7* March 6, Buried John son of John Hyde of Denton, 
bom the same day ; baptised I know not when. 

1696-7. Baptised at Donton since we had a minister, &o, 

1698. July 22, Buried Mary wife of Robert Hyde a squire. 

1690. Oct: 28, Buried Robert Hide Esquire. 

1699* An account of the names of all those that paid towardi 
the bnyinge of a Black for the use of the chappell in y" yeare 
of our Lord 1699 ; collected by James Somistor and Robert 
Booth then Chappell -wardens. Denton, Sir John Egorton 
2^ 6\ Mr* Ralpho Ashton» 2' 6\ and 26 others ; collected 
in aU d^l*2'l. Haughton, 23 subscribers; collected io 
all 11", It is agreed upon and concluded by all thoM 
whose names are above written that they and their families 

* In pUTBUJEinoo of Act 30 Cli&rlea II. c. 3, wliicli impoaod a pcnaltj af £5 oa tlu 
iiniQwikto friouds of imj decea«ed peraou buried m & nhrQad of Uoen or otlier nuilend 
eavo woollon otd^. For further partiuulors iu iEustratloo of this aUtute ride Mitktfj 
ef t^ Ancient Chapel of MiaHi^^ noto, p. 85, 
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for ever shall be free to tho Black ; and all such persons as 
have not contributed shall pay accordinge as the then 
chappell- wardens shall order them* And if it so appen 
that two bo to bo buried upon one day, both contributors, 
that then they that first dyed ahall havo the use of it: 
ffurthermore it ia agreed upon that the chappell- wardens 
shall have it in their custody. 

1 700. Oct: 15, Collected by us the sum of two ahillings and five 
farthings towards y* reliefe of y° parigh of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, Bermonsey in y* county of Surry: witness our 
hands, 

Dan* Pighells, min. de Denton. 
John Beswick ) -,, ,, , 
Robert Cook J Chappell-wardena. 

1701. Sept. 25, Collected then by us towards y* Bedemption of 
y* Captiros w**'iri y^ dominion of y* Emperour of flez and 
Morocooe y** sum of three shillin;:^ and eight pence. ^ 

Dan. Pighells, min, de Donton. 



1702. April 15, Buried an abortioned child of Ana Gons of 

Denton. 
1702. Feb: 20, Buried Mary Hall vagabond. 



I 



^ The ChristiAn captirea detained in, Algiers eeem to haro excited n tcfj genenl 
■jTnpathy &bont tlie year 1670, an interest wliicb did not then subeidu, but which was 
oontinued to theta durLng tlie oarly part of the succediDg ceniiunf . How thej came 
into MTTitude docs not appear : -n-liethor they were eold into Bkrery, as mggestcd by 
Walker in his SiifferinffK of the Cl^rt^^ or were made pmoncris of wap, Of WCKO csap^ 
Inrcd by pirates^ i% not dearly asoertalned. Fpr their redetDptloiij Lady MicOj widow 
of Sir Sarauel Mico of Loudon Knt,, gnTe in 1670 the fliim of £1,000, which amount 
WW laid out in 1G86 in the pujchaae of laud. In 1S37 nn information wm filed 
against Mr. Oibsou and otheid (vide Attorney Geueral v. Gihsou, 2 Beai^an^ 31^») 
And at thftt time the rental of the purchoaed laod was somothiug hko £3,000 a year, 
and the trustees had accumulated upwards of £115,000 Conaok. Tnut^es were 
appointed iji 1934, and thoir qflico is Ko. 30, EQckingham Street, Strand* Tbo funds 
are applied towards the education of our emancipate slfiTefl, ^Nctm and Qmriet^ 
troL iL p, 12. Bishop Cosin, who died in 1671-S, left in tiu will a bequsit of £600 
** towards the redemption of Chriatian daptiToa in Algiers,*' 
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1 703. Married AloKaiidcr Colyer and Susannah Clieetliain botli 

of til parish of Manchester. 
1 704-. Dec: 4, Bur. Susannah Cooke of Houghton a wandering 

Tagabond out of H jde. 

1 707. Oct; 8, Bapt* Thomas son of Peter Haughton of Haugb* 
ton, was horu at between 7 and 8 of the clock. ^ 

1708, June 5, Bapt. Elkabeth, daughter of Mr. John Ber? 
parson of Denton. 

1711- Feb: 10^ Married the Ecv. Joshua Smith of Holme b 
Yorkshire and Mrs. Elizabeth Pidgels of Denton* 

1711* Sept. lt>, Bapt. George son of y* Rev, John Jackson 
Curate of Denton. 

171*2. Feb: 26, Married Mr. Samuel Bower of Manchester and 
Mrs, Elizabeth Smith of Taunton par, of Ashton, 

1712. March S (Sunday) y* day of her majeety Queen Ann's 
accession to y* crown — Solomon y*" seventh son of John 
Tetlow of Houghton who were all then alive and there 
present with their father, mother, grandmother, &c,, antl 
was y*' first y^ was baptised in y* new Font given by Hol- 
land Egerton Esq. 

1713. March 5, Bapt John y» son of y*» Be v. Mr. Jackson 
Curate of Denton. 

1714. Sept; 2, Bur, Benjamin Higginhottom of Denton drowned 
in Thomiley Pitt, 

1714-15. Feb; 1 (Tuesday) ab^ noon, there happened a violent 
and terrible storm of wind w*=^ shatterM and blew down y« 
highest and greatest part of y^ Yew Tree in y" Chap^ yarrJ 
w«*> before was suppoaM to be one of y" noblest and largest 



1 This psrtietilfirity in maeHlng ihe ppecise hour of the cbildVa birtli nuij have 
&om » wisli on the part of the cbltd'a frlcnide to gire foicilitj to the uiToioger a 
" castmg tlu) oatkTitj," or telling the child' i fi^riuno in aflor jfsats shonld it bo doiind. 
Th\i3 m thi? registers of Hawstead in BiifToli the following entry occim, •* M* Tb*t 
Ht, Bob4i?rt Bnurj, Iho llrat sou of Mr. Willinm Bniry Esquire, wab h&rtt 30 Jnn: 
betrixt 1 and 5 of the dock in the moruiug, the aimnc in Libm, auno 157i/' 
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in yo kingdom, being a very great ornanient aa well aa 
slielter to ye ChappelLi 

1715, Feb: 9, Married Mr, Jobn Rcilish of Mottram and 
Mrs. Sarah Duckctifiold of Dnckenfield. Sarae day Samuel 
Bowden of M ell or par. of Gloesop and Mary Bedish of 
Molt ram, 

1716. Feb: 18, Bapt. Mary y^ daughter of y« Rev. Mr Jack- 
son Curate of Denton. 

1718. Dec: 18, Married Mr, Thomas Wagstaif of Glossop, 
Dcrbysbiro, and Elizabetli Redisli of Mottram in Cheshiro. 

1719. March 17, Bapt. Thoma^ eon of the Rev. Mr. Jackaon, 
Curate of Denton. 

1721. June 15, !Married Robert Holden of Holden Esq. and 
Mrs. Martha Guilbody of Stockport. 

1721. June 16, Bur, Uao Hon^i"^ Lady Mary Ashton, who de- 
parted this life at Kingsinton [Kensington] and was in- 
terred the 6 of July att Denton Chappell, 

1729. MaF€h 1, Bur. John Slater of Aahton parish, cast away 
at Bromstere, 

1734. Sept: 8^ Bur. Mrs. Susan Kinsey of Mottram. 

1736- Dec: 6» Bur. Defiance y* daughter of Mr. Thomas Ireion 
Strengar. 

1742. Sept: 2, Bur. Mary daughter of Mr. Thomas Hillard of 
Haughton, by an unforteuat deth. 

1753. Martha Cooke of Town-lane, late of Lane-head in Den- 
ton » widow. Died near 9 o* th' Clock on Sunday night 
being the 21 of October, and buried the 24 of the same in 



1 Tew-traefl wero plunted to the Bomtb sidfi of tho cburcb to aupplj green for the 
dcoorattOD of churobes at the gre&t festivolai IMb tree being on emblem of immortalit j<. 
It is a Ijcatheii prejudice which regards it m raourafuh^ handbook o/En^tis^h Eccle- 
mal&^^ p. 190. Thift jow-tree at Denton occupied a poeition At tlie aouih eide of the 
ohiipeL It never recovered from the eficict» of tb.ia memorable atonn^ and wins cTQntll' 
nUy cut down in the year 1800, and superaoded in the foUowiiig year by a fimAM tj?ee 
of the same specie*. THa died, and a tree of another description has been eubstitated. 
The wordyi^ ia iiud to aignify, in the ancient British hmgnoge, ejcukiU or enduring, 
having the tamo root w Jshovak. 
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1 75Sj in the 84 year of her age. Her funeral sermon was 
preached by Mr. Hegginbottom of Saddle worth from y* 
1 Chap, of Fhilippians and part of y* 23 verse, *' Having a 
desire to depart and to be with Christ which is far better.^' 
176L Abraham Cooke of Denton died on Wednesday y* 27 
day of May and buried y« 29, 1761, who resided in the 
Town-lane 12 years. His funeral sermon preached by 
Mr* Jackson from the 11 Chap, of St. Jobn and the 3 
verse, " Therefore his sisters sent unto Him saying, Lord, 
behold he whom Thou lovest is sick." Aged 70. 
1772. George Clarke, son of George Hyde Clarke the younger 
Esq* and Katharine hia wife» born April 28, 1768^ and 
christened in the parish of St. John at Bijon in Burgundy, 
was at the instaace of his father and mother re-christened 
at the chapel of Denton this ID day of July, 1 772. 

Edward Clarke^ sou of George Hyde Clarke the younger 
Esq. and Katharine hia wife, born November 28, 1770, 
and christened in the parish church of St. Peter's at Lyons, 
was at the instance of his father and mother re-christened 
at the Chapel of Denton this IB day of July 1772. 

Hector Hyde, a negro servant of the said George HjTie 
Clarke Esq., aged 14, was baptised at the Chapei of Denton 
July 19, 1772. 
1784, Dec: 10, Received the sum of seventeen shillingH and 
ninepence, being the duties for 31 Burials and 40 Christen- 
ings from Oct; 1, 1783, to Oct: 1, 1784. John Garside.* 
1807* An organ purchased for Denton Cliapel by subscription 
of the inhabitants, the amount collected being .£112 lOs.; 
of which sum Denton contributed £32 10s, and Haughton 
jPSO. 
* B J Act 23 Gfiopge III. c. 67, a duly of tlireepetiee wna imposed on mery TOgUttftr 
tion of bmiAl, birth, iQarruig«} or christeniogi to bo demanded bj the clergymuii 
officiating, from tho undertaker^ or the parties xuarriod, Or tbe parents of ibe cblld 
wEoio burtb or b^ptiiim was regialcred. Bj 25 George 111, c. 75 this tm. wag estendbd 
to Dia&eiiteri. It wm repcalod by 34 George ITE. c. 11, tho tai ceasing OtAohet t| 
1794. 3 J a cUuaq in tbiii Act paupers were e:iompted from aU p«jment. 
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1810. In this year the chapel yard was surrounded by a sub- 
stantial stone wall at an expense of -C182 18s. lOfd, The 
cost was defrayed hy assessment of the inhabitants, each of 
the two townships contrihnting its quota. The assessment 
having been found insufficient, a voluntary subscription, 
beaded by G^rge Hyde Clarke Esq. with a donation of 
^40, was entered into, which completed the sum required. 

1815. At a vestry meeting of the ley-payers of the townships of 
Denton and Haugbton, held in Denton Chapel on the 27th 
day of March 1S15, agroeably to the notice duly given, 
It was ordered by the majority of pcraona together with the 
minister and chapel- wardens then present, that the sum of 
J" 100 shall bo raised by a chapel-rate to be collected in 
equal proportions on both townships, viz. *^50 upon the 
township of Denton and ^50 oa the township of Haughton, 
for the speedy repair of the said Chapel ; and that the 
chapel- ward ens appointed for the ensuing year shall take 
immediate measures for collecting the same - — this being 
agreeable to an ancient usage from time immDmorial. And 
it is further ordered that the said ley shall be made from 
the assessment of the Poor-rate. 

The Registers commence in 1695. Up to the year 1711 the 
entries of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials are all mixed ; after that 
date they are classified under separate heads, and the arrangement is 
more methodical. 

BAPTISMS AND BURIALS, 



ye«. 


Btpt 


But. 


Year. 


B&pt. 


Bur, 


Tear, 


B»pt. 


Bur 


1695., 




. 11 


1701 . 


. 10. 


.. 12 


1707. 


.. 10.. 


Titl' 


16.96. 


». do. *. 


waat- 


1702., 


,. 16. 


.. 17 


1708. 


., 7.. 


.do, 


1607, 


p, do* ,« 


, do. 


1703,. 


, 18. 


,, 9 


170i>. 


.. 7.. 


.do. 


1698. 


.. do... 


.do. 


170*.. 


. ^-s- . 


,. 15 


1710. 


„ 3,. 


, 2 


1699. 


..do... 


,do. 


1705., 


. 16. 


.. 14 


1711. 


., 19.. 


want- 
* UW' 


1700. 


.. It .. 


. 17 


1706„ 


. 20, 


^.t^' 


1712. 


., 21 .. 


. 13 
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Year. 


Bapt 


Bur. 


Year. 


Bapt 


Bar. 


Year. 


Bapt. 


Bar. 


1713... 


. 14... 


11 


1747... 


14... 


5 


1781. 


.. 45 ... 


. 30 


1714... 


. 30... 


10 


1748... 


10... 


13 


1782. 


.. 51 ... 


. 30 


1715... 


19... 


22 


1749... 


20... 


12 


1783. 


.. 41 ... 


24 


1716... 


23... 


15 


1750... 


21... 


28 


1784. 


.. 45 ... 


42 


1717.., 


18... 


11 


1751... 


14 .. 


8 


1785. 


.. 54... 


43 


1718... 


16... 


12 


1752... 


20.. 


10 


1786. 


.. 58.. 


41 


1719... 


13... 


8 


1753... 


21... 


10 


1787. 


.. 47 ... 


35 


1720... 


20... 


10 


1754... 


24... 


11 


1788. 


.. 61 ... 


47 


1721... 


20... 


20 


1755... 


27... 


18 


1789. 


.. 63... 


44 


1722... 


want- 
ing. ... 


12 


1756... 


28... 


25 


1790. 


.. 64... 


54 


1723... 


24 .. 


want- 
ing. 


1757... 


18... 


19 


1791. 


.. .59 ... 


62 


1724.. 


17... 


22 


1758... 


22... 


14 


1792. 


.. 80... 


49 


1725... 


17... 


10 


1759... 


21 ... 


16 


1793. 


.. 65 ... 


38 


1726... 


32... 


34 


1760... 


24... 


15 


1794. 


.. 50 ... 


58 


1727.. 


27... 


18 


1761 ... 


24... 


46 


1795. 


.. 63... 


43 


1728.., 


16 .. 


26 


1762... 


33... 


26 


1796. 


.. 67... 


37 


1729... 


16... 


24 


1763... 


25... 


18 


1797. 


.. 82... 


46 


1730... 


, 14... 


24 


1764... 


40... 


20 


1798. 


.. 64... 


40 


1731 ... 


24... 


19 


1765... 


26... 


19 


1799. 


..101 ... 


70 


1732... 


30... 


12 


1766... 


23... 


26 


1800... 65.. 


42 


1733... 


29 ... 


11 


1767... 


28... 


19 


1801. 


.. 63... 


37 


1734... 


. 30... 


17 


1768... 


20... 


61 


1802. 


..102... 


59 


1735... 


. 31 ... 


12 


1769... 


29 ... 


21 


1803. 


.. 99... 


69 


1736... 


. 22... 


30 


1770... 


27... 


37 


1804. 


..135 ... 


54 


1737... 


. 33... 


13 


1771... 


25 ... 


22 


1805. 


..122... 


45 


1738. , 


31.. 


5 


1772... 


20... 


33 


1806. 


..107... 


48 


1739... 


33... 


7 


1773... 


24... 


22 


1807. 


..121... 


45 


1740... 


. 25... 


21 


1774... 


19 . 


17 


1808. 


.. 67... 


34 


1741 .. 


29. . 


15 


1775... 


41... 


25 


1809. 


..103... 


62 


1742... 


, 18... 


20 


1776... 


37... 


31 


1810. 


.. 97... 


68 


1743... 


. 28... 


14 


1777... 


39... 


60 


1811 . 


..109... 


53 


1744... 


. 18... 


21 


1778... 


44... 


17 


1812. 


..108... 


58 


1745... 


. 21 .., 


18 


1779... 


42... 


24 


1813. 


.. 95... 


101 


1746... 


. 21 ... 


10 


1780... 


47.. 


43 


1814 


..189... 


47 
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Year. 


Bapt 


Bar. 


Year. 


Bapt 


Bur. 


Year. 


Bapt 


Bar. 


1815. 


..118... 


47 


1828.. 


.199. 


.. 92 


1841 .. 


. 165 ... 


83 


1816. 


..104.. 


71 


1829.. 


.181 


.. 90 


1842.. 


.129... 


72 


1817. 


..117... 


57 


1830.. 


.174. 


.. 74 


1843.. 


.157... 


86 


1818. 


..112... 


71 


1831.. 


.200. 


.. 83 


1844.. 


.147... 


50 


1819. 


..115... 


75 


1832 . 


.198. 


.. 89 


1845.. 


. 172 ... 


76 


1820. 


..134... 


70 


1833.. 


.218. 


.. 88 


1846.. 


.162... 


74 


1821. 


..130... 


65 


1834.. 


.211. 


..100 


1847.. 


.110... 


95 


1822. 


..155... 


82 


1835 .. 


.207. 


.. 90 


1848.. 


.108... 


76 


1823. 


..163... 


. 84 


1836. 


.210. 


.. 65 


1849 .. 


. 96... 


82 


1824. 


..169... 


57 


1837.. 


.246. 


.. 82 


1850 . 


,126 , 


71 


1825. 


..168... 


93 


1838.. 


.176. 


.. 90 


1851.. 


. 139 ... 


76 


1826. 


..180.. 


92 


1839.. 


.176. 


..107 


1852.. 


.116... 


81 


1827. 


. 131... 


68 


1840.. 


.176. 


,.. 78 


1853.. 


. 96... 


112 








MARRIAGES. 








T«r. 


Msr. 


YeM. 


Mar. 




Yfx, 


Mar. 


Year. 


Mar 


1698. 


..3 


1716 


... 9 




1726.. 


.2 


1744 


... 1 


1699. 


..5 


1717 


... 7 




1732 .. 


.1 


1746. 


...1 


1703. 


..6 


1718 


...12 




1735.. 


.1 


1747. 


.. 2 


1711. 


..8 


1719 


... 6 




1737 .. 


.3 


1748. 


... 1 


1712. 


.3 


1720 


... 4 




1738 . 


.2 


1754. 


...1 


1713. 


. 2 


1721 


... 3 




1741 .. 


.3 






1714. 


..4 


1723 


... 2 




1742 .. 


.1 






1715. 


..8 


1725 


... 1 




1743 .. 


.2 







The solemnization of marriages ceased at Denton chapel in 1754, 
in obedience to an Act passed 26 George II., entitled '' An Act for 
the better preventing Clandestine Marriages.^^ The effect of this 
statute was to put an immediate check upon marriages solemnized 
in district chapels, the incumbents being evidently deterred from the 
further exercise of their function by a literal construction put upon 
certain words in that Act, and especially by the clause commencing, 
'' And whereas many persons,^ &c., and the penalty annexed to the 
solemnization of matrimony in any other place than a " church or 
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public chapel where banns have been ustmllj pubEshed," kc* It 
may however be doubted whether these probibitioos did not rather 
contemplatd the prevetitioo of marriages m prboQs (a% for instancej 
the notorious Fleet marriages) and other improper phica^ than in 
regular parochial chapels where the parties coDtractlng marriage 
might happen to be resident. The privilege has lately been resumed 
under the provisions of the Manchester Rectory Division BiU, by 
which St. Jameses, Brnton, is constituted a separate and independent 
rectory. 

Limited as was the accommodation afforded by this solitary eccle- 
siastical structure, it was all that Denton supplied for upwards of 
three hundred years. The chapel contained but three hundred 
sittings, not one of which was free or unappropriated; adequate 
indeed at first for the wants of the people, and even until 1714 suffi- 
cient, when the population of the tvvo townships would scarcely 
exceed three hundred souls, but gradually ceasing to be so as ^e 
number of the resident families increased- In 1774? there was but 
provision for one in every four of the iDbabitants; in ISOl, for one in 
eight ; in 1811, for one in ten ; in 1821, for one in thirteen; in 1831^ 
for one in nineteen; and in 1841, for one in twenty-three; pre- 
senting an instance of spiritual destitution which had scarcely a paral- 
lel. Towards the close of the decade (1841-51) efforts were made 
to meet the evil, but insuperable difficulties presented themselves. 
The staple trade of the two townships had long l>een the manufac- 
ture of felt aud beaver hats, a branch of trade which at that time had 
fallen into decay, and was even threatened with extinction in conse- 
quence of the recent invention aud general adoption of the silk hat. 
Instead of accommodating themselves to the new order of things the 
inhabitants chmg pertinaciously to their old occupation, and treating 
the new trade with contempt, permitted it to locate itself ©kc where, 
thereby entailing upon themselves poverty and ruin. Under such 
circumstances Denton had but few resources within itself for a work 
of sueh magnitude as was now required. 

At this crisis the Rev. Richard Greswell, Tutor of Worcester 
College Oxford, a native of Denton and son of the Incumbents 
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addressed himself to the question of providinf^' additional Church 
accommodation, and in a spirit of princely iiiiiuificcnce which must 
eyer cause his name to be held in the profonndest inspect, resolved 
to build and endow another church in the district, together with 
schools and parson age- house, and ako to erect a parsonage-house and 
Bchools for the existing chap eh This he designed to accomplish as 
far as might be with the co-operation of his neighbours, supplying 
from his own private resources whatever deficiency mitrbt remain. 
The bounds of a new district had been already marked out under 
the provisions of Act 6 and 7 Victoria, c. 37, and having completed 
elegant and commodious schools for this district, he turned his 
atteotion to the projected church. From the Earl of Wilton b© 
obtained an eligible site, in extent upwards of two acres statute 
measure^ togetlier with a contribution of ^lOO^ and certain cot- 
tages within the limits of the intended churchyard worth J&250, 
which have since been swept away. Towards the building fund 
the Rev. Richard Greswell contributed je500 ; the Rev. W. P. 
GresweU (his father) £100; the Rev. Edward Greswell ^100; 
the Rev, William Greswell £50; the Bev. Clement Greswell £50; 
the Marchioness of Westminster jfilOO ; the Chester Diocesan Church 
Building Society £400; the Ecclesiastical Commissioners £250 ; 
tho Incorporated Society £400; the Dean and Chapter of Maa- 
chester £50 ; Edward Loyd Esq, £50 ; William Slater Esq, £50 ; 
E. L. Sidebotham Esq. £50; John Sidebotham Esq. £50; Miss 
Woodiwisa £50; William Peacock Esq. £50; J. G, Harter Esq. 
£50. 

The church (which received the name of Christ Church) stands 
nearly duo oast and west, adjacent to the turnpike road from Hyde 
to Manchester. It was erected from plans furnished by George 
Gilbert Scott Esq, of London* and the total cost of its erection was 
£5300. It comprises a uave 83 feet long by 29 feet 6 inches wide 
and 44 feet high ; side aisles, the longest, that to the south, 83 feet 
long, 18 feet 6 inches wide and 36 feet high ; the length of the 
er is decreased by the area covered by the base of the tower ; a 
chancel 40 feet long, 20 feet 6 inches wide and 41 feet high ; a 
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tower at the north-west corner, 22 feet square and 65 feet high, sur- 
mounted by a spire 75 feet high. The vestry is upon the north side 
of the chancel, and is about 1 1 feet 6 inches square^ The buildmg 
ia cDtirely of stone parpoints from Kerridge rooks near Macclesfield, 
with quoins, window-dressings and other requisites of Yorkshire 
stone from various quarries. The aisles and chancel are gabled, and 
the gables are finished with pierced crosses. The tower is a fine 
structure, supported at each corner hy two-stage buttreaBes. The 
belfry windows are of two lights under a corbel label, with two tiers 
of spire lights. The main entrance to tho church is by a beautiful 
doorway in the north face of the tower, formed of pillars and arches. 
There ia another door in the south aislcj and a third leads into the 
vestry ; all are fitted w*ith oak doors appropriately ornamented. 
Internally the building is divided into five baya^ on the south side hy 
as many pillars (alternately octagonal and round,) and supporting 
arches upon which the roof rests ; on the north aide, the area of the 
tower circumscribes the length by one bay, and the principal en- 
trance consequently occupies the place of ono window. There are 
five windows on the south side of two lights each, with trefoils and 
quatrcfoils over them, the whole seated in openings, recessed about 2 
feet 6 inches, with flat sills. Each aisle is finished at the east end 
by large w^indows of two Ughts, with a triplet circular light trefbiled 
over one, and a triangular triplet light over the other. At the bot- 
tom of tlio nave is a fine window of three lights, differing consider- 
ably from tlie rest, and of a rich cliaracter. The chancel is separateti 
from the nave by an arch about 33 feet in height, with double face, 
the lower member springing from an ornamented corbel on each side 
supporting dwarf columns, with a label-moulding over tho whole, 
terminated by carved heads. The chance 1 itself rises one step of six 
inches from the rest of the church, and the common ion-area, which 
is about twelve feet deep* by two steps of six inches each, and ujjon 
the top stop is placed a moveable rail of pierced work in quatrefoiled 
diamond. The whole is lighted by a noble east window of four 
lights ilightly enriched, under a label-moulding stopped by carvetl 
heads* At present the window hm only plain glass in it, but ulti- 
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it will no tloobt be more appropriately occupied with stained 
Od the south Bido of the chancel are three windows of two 
lights each^ with ashlar quoins, fluah with plaster (the finishing of 
aJl the windowjs throughout the church), and trefoil and quatrefoil 
heads ; that within the communion-rails is lower than the rest, and 
assumes somewhat the character of sedilia. There are two windows 
on the opposite side, the vestry occupying the rest of the space. The 
pulpit is octagonal^ and stands on the north side of the chancel-arch 
on a base of stone, elevated by five steps above the floor ; it is of 
pitch pine varnished, disposed in diamond shaped panels qnatrcfoiled, 
the wood fomiing the centre of the panel having been selected from 
large timber with some care^ so as to obtain for each a piece showing 
the peculiar deep grain of the %vood. In this respect it is perhaps 
unique, and presents a singular illustration of what beautifiil effects 
[may be produced from the simplest of materials. The reading desk 
on the other side of the arch is e<|uarej upon a stone base and of pine 
wood, of charact eristic design* The font stands near the south door ; 
it is of Caen stone, octagonal in form ; and the bowl in panels with 
appropriate emblems, is about 1 foot 8 inches in diameter ; the whole 
about 4 feet 6 inches in height. The roofs are of high pitch, open- 
timbered, a different mode of construction being observable in each 
of the three divisions. The accommodation in the church U as fol- 
lows: nave and aisles 528 ; chancel 3S; the lower end of the nave 
for choir and children 24 L The scjits are made of pine varnished^ 
and are entirely open, the chancel having four of them on each side* 
When the excavations for the tower were commenced the workmen 
came upon a bed of quicksand which had to be dug out, and a depth 
of 22 feet was reached before solid ground was arrived at. 

Christ Church, Denton, was consecrated October 13* 1853, the 
sermon being preached by the Bishop of Oitford, The collection 
after the sermon amounted to ^4-27. 

It might have been supposed that the protracted period of Mr* 
Angler *s ministrations at Denton and the deservedly high osteeni in 
which his character was hold, would have contributed much to per- 
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petuate the growtli of dissent in the township ; but sach does not 
appear to have been the case \ am\ as^ notwithstauding the numbers 
of the population steadily advanced, we trace no increase of accom- 
modation provided bj the old chapel, we are compelled with relue* 
tance to believe that the excitement of chauge once over, a state of 
apathy and indifferenoe succeeded. It is true that in 1 723 Blr. 
Shrigley of Manchester, when addressing the Chancellor of Chester 
in support of a petition from the iiibabitaots requesting the Bev. 
Joseph Dale^g appointment to tlie chapel, oUudeB to the exifiteoce of 
"three conventicles'^ near to it, imputing this to past and perhaps 
nnavoidablo neglect on the part of the clergy, who from the scanty 
endowment of the benefice were compelled to seek additional duty 
elsewhere, involving in it also a removal of residence from Benton ; 
but it does not nevertheless appear that Dissent over reigned para- 
mount or maintained any temporary advantage it might enjoy. 

Like many other neighbourhoodsj Denton was indebted for what- 
ever revival it experienced, to the zeal of John Wesley and his 
followers^ who here as well as in many other places kept alive a 
iaint spark of religious feeling, which before had well nigh become 
extinct. 

It was in the year 1816 that the Wesleyans erected a chapel in 
the township capable of containing about 300 persons ; it is of brick 
and consists of two stories, the upper room being used as a chapel 
and the lower room devoted to the purposes of a Sunday school. In 
1853 the number of scholars attending the school was, boys 100, 
girls 120, total 220, There is no Day school. Connected therewith 
is a library of 200 volumes. 

In May 1 836 the Independents established a footing in Denton, 
and in the following year they erected a commodious place of wor- 
ship, to which the name of " Hope Chapel" was given. It is a 
plain brick building, and has been twice enlarged. The site is held 
subject to a small ground-reut. It accommodates 500 persons. In 
1853 a Sunday school and class rooms were added, capable of holding 
300 children. In that year the number of scholars attending the 
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Sunday Bchool was 260. There is no Day school. Connected with 
UiG school is a library consisting of 300 volumes. 

Until the year 18,55 the only Day school of a public chamcter for 
the twin townships of Denton and Hanghton was the school iituated 
near the entrance to the chapel yard. It wae of two stories^ and was 
rehuilt, as appears from an inscription over the doorway, in the year 
1814. The structure, which is of brick, waa used both as a Day and 
Sunday school in connexion with the old chapel. It was in every 
nespect unsuited to the purposes for which it was designed, and was 
during the present year (1855) superseded by a structure possessing 
greater convenience. In 1853 the number of scholara in the Day 
school was, boys 66, girls 40, total 106. Sunday school, hoys 185, 
girls 181, total 366. Connected with the Sunday school is a library 
of 200 volumes. 

In 1853 the foundation stone of the new schools just referred to 
was laid by Miss Fletcher, the daughter of the donor of the site, 
Jacob Fletcher Fletcher Esq. They are within a short distance of 
the chapel, at the junction of the two townships, and are arranged to 
mi it the latest and most approved system of education recommended 
by the Committee of Council on Education. They are of stone, and 
consist of two rooms 65 feet by 1 8 feet, with a class room attached 
to each, 20 feet by 1 6 feet* They will accommodate about 300 chil- 
dren, and are so ^contrived as to be under the supervision of ono 
mafiter^ or they can be entirely separated as occasion may require. 
Adjoining the schools is a neat-looking and comfortable residence for 
the teacher. There are two spacious play-grounds for the scholars^ 
which, with the schools, occupy half an acre of land* The style of 
architecture is that which prevailed in Kngland in the latter part of 
the Meenth century, known as the Tudor. The total cost of their 
erection as contracted for was J*l ,660. 

The principal subscribers to the building fund were, the Commit- 
tee of Council on Education i?500; National Society ^110; Rev. 
Edward Greswell ^50 j Messrs. Walton (Haughton Dale) .£50; 
Miss Atherton £50; William Sidebotham Esq. (Wemeth) ^25 ; 
and Wm Burdett Coutts £20. 



130 



A HISTORY OF f HE 



The Bchoob owe their origin to tbe liev. Richard Gr«ewell, and 
to his p^raeverance and energy the jsuooeasM carrying out of the 
design must be ascribed. 

Oo the completion of the echools there was a deficit tn funds of 
upwards of ^^00, the whole of which has been paid by Mr. Gres- 
well. 

This was not however Mr. Gres well's earliest etibrt to promote 
the spread of education in his native village. In 18+6, when con* 
tem plating the erection of an additional church (Christ Church) in 
the township, he anticipated the completion of his design by the 
erection of schools, which, until the church should be built, were to 
answer the double purpose of church and school* They form, with 
the teacher's house, a handsome pile of building on the north side of 
the turnpike road from Manchester to Hyde, and are only a few 
yards distant from the church. They are of stone^ were completed 
at a cost of jCljy^O^ to which the Rev. Richard Greswell himself 
contributed ^250. He was assisted by grants of JP50O from the 
Committee of Conneil, and £ti50 from the National Society. The 
Marquis of Westminster subscribed i£*l DO ; the Marchione^ of 
Westminster ^^25; Jam^ Smith Esq. i^lOO; Kev. William Parr 
Greawell, Incumbent, £50; Bev. Edward Greswell £50; Miss 
Woodiwiss £B0; William Slater Esq. ^^20; John Sidebotham 
Esq. £20; the Lord Bishop of Manchester J^IO;. Rev. Canon Par- 
kinson ^10 lOg.; Rev, Canon Sergeant £10 10s.; Miss Atherton 
J^IO; MisaMarBhaU£10; Bev. James Hannay ^10 ; G. G. Seott 
Esq. ^10. The site was given by the Eari of Wilton, 

In 1853 the number of scholars in the Day school was, boys 120, 
girls 70, total 11*0. Sunday school, boys 96, girls 74, total 170. 
Connected with the Sunday school is a library which already num- 
bers 1 20 volumes. 

There is also in the township on© private or darnels school, which 
numbers 18 scholars of both sexes, chiefly infants. 

The follow iug table exhibits the present state of education in 
Benlon: 
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Day Scholars, St. James^ school 106; Christ Ohurch school 
190; private school 18; total 314. 

Sunday Scholars, St. James^ school 366 ; Christ Church school 
170; Hope Chapel school (Independent) 260; Wesleyan school 
220; total 1,016. 

Connected with these schools are four libraries, which contain an 
aggregate of 820 volumes. 

It is worthy of observation that with the single exception of the 
df 100 left by Bichard Holland Esq. for the chapeFs early endow- 
ment, not a single charitable bequest is to be found in connexion 
with Denton, beyond the joint participation it has with other town- 
ships in charities which extend their operations over the entire 
parish. The same remark applies also to the adjacent township of 
Haughton. 



19t 



A HISTORY OF THE 



HAUGHTON TOWNSHIP. 



The township of Haughton is situated about eight miles south 
east from Manchester, in the Poor-law Union of Ashton -under* 
hyne^ to which it electa one Guardian » and in the Polling District 
of Manchester- Its earlier annals are so completely involved in 
obecuritj aa to have led to tho assertion that the township remained 
undiscovered until the formation, some years since, of the Man- 
chester and Hjde turnpike road, which first brought it to light. It 
contained in 1 853 fifty-nine county voters. 

It is bounded on the north by Audenshaw^ on the south and east 
by the river Tame, and on tho west by Benton. 

Haughton derives its name from the Anglo-Saxon Hauph^ a hilt, 
and signifies a town or village placed on an eminence; tho township 
being, in point of elevation, higher than any other in the parish of 
Manchester. The river Tame separates Haughton from the ad- 
jacent county of Chester, and the picturesfjue valley through which 
it Bows is known as Haughton Dale. 

Its orthography has undergone several transitions — Outon, Uoln- 
ton, 1 talghton, Hallerton, and more recently Houghton or Haughton, 
In England and ^yale9 there are thirty places thus designated. The 
Bimilarity of the name it bears with West-Houghton which lies on 
the opposite side of Manchester, and Hoghton near Preston, gives 
rise to much uncertainty as to the place referred to in the various 
ancient documents relating to the county. Haughton is named, to- 
gether with the twin township of Dentou, in the record of a trial in 
the reign of Edward L with respect to certain disputed privileges 
claimed by the Abbot of Cokersand, who, resting on a charter granted 
by King John, attempted, though unsuccessfully^ on behalf of himself 
and his monks, to establish a right of exemption from the payment 
of all fines and taxes within the limits of the to^Tiship.* From 
tirno immemorial Haughton has possessed the right of a Manor Court, 
and in 1322 the totiauts of Hallerton (or Holnton), in the lower baili- 

' Fiacita de quo tt'CLrt'anio Roltf, pp. 379} 3$1. 
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wick of Manchester, had to contribute towards the support of the 
Bailiff of the Manor. 

The Survey and Valuation of the Manor of Mancbesterj taken in 
the year 1322, imposes a penalty opon such of the villagers of Hor- 
wicL as neglect to provide maintenance for the lord^a foresters 
during the breeding-time of the hawks ; the foresters are enjoined to 
watch diligently during the period of incubation^ and to receive the 
joung birds at the hands of the villagers; and should the decreed 
assistance be refused by the villagers, being impleaded in the Court 
of Maneheacter they (the villagers) shall be punished by the customs 
of ploughing, — to wit, they shaU plough every bovate of land, arable 
of old time, and not of new clearing, belonging as well to Nicholas 
de Longford as to his tenants and to all other persons in Whitington^ 
Diteabury, Barlo, Chollerton, Denton and Holrton. 

The earliest Population Returns for Haughton are in the year 
1 645, — derived from the document already quoted as furnishing the 
particulars of each inhabLtaut's contribution towards the ** quarterly 
wages of the preaching minister at Denton Chapel "* At this period 
there were but 24 houses in Haughton, representing a population of 
about 120 souls. 

> 'From tlie m%m& soukx we learo the iium popaktion of Kjde township : HoniM, 
12 'f inlmbitantfl, GO. Tbelr several namefi and aaflesameota arc tu foBow i ** 

Mr, Edward Hyde, for H J de Hauae 00 , 10 . 00 

Jonaa Sbawo „..,„,.,.,., ..„,„.., 00 . 00 . 07 

HeniyWjlde. „„„„..„„.„ , 00 * 00 . 07 

JowphSmitli 00.00.06 

Beajamin G&o „...,. ,.„ 00 , 00 . 07 ** 

Elizabeth Sbepley, widow . ..., 00 . 00 . 01 

John Oct do Foxholes 00 , 00 . 06 

June Higham, widow* ....,.,.„...„-.,.„„.„.„...... ., 00 . 00 . 07 

Thomas Hollioworth .„, ........... 00 . 00 . 04 

Bobert Wilson „.,. ...., ..,., 00*00.06 

John Stopford 00 , 00 . 04 

The Hoilw where Henry Wylde IiTed, which waa Hadfldd't ,, , 00 . 00 . 07 

00 . 1& . 061 
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IIaugiiton in the same Chappbi-by* 

Edward Shawe... ...* 00 0004 

Martha Cook, widows and her grandson John.. 00 02 '00 

Robert Bagguley ......... 00.0l.04«i» 

Robert Hardy ,., OOOLll 

Andrews ,„.,.., .*,,.„. ,. 00*01 00 

M"9 Mary Angler , OO-Ol-O** 

John Torkington 00-01 08 ^ 

Joseph Stockport 0001*00 

Peter Hyde 0000 06 

Samuel Hyd& 0002-00 

Jasper HaUewell OOOO-OS 

Joseph Torkington .„., 00-00-08 

Nicholas Haughton .., 00-01 OS 

Charles Shepley ,., OO-Ol-OS 

Danid Hobson.. 0001.02**' 

John Haughton 0001 02 

Itobert Lowe and Humphrey Coop * 00 * 02 ■ 02 

Edmund Totlow OOOS-OO 

Bobert Booth and Margaret hie mother 00 • 01 * 05 

Thomas Booth and Joseph Wagstaffe 00 * 02 - 06 

Thomas Hyde and Jane his mother . ,.., 00-01 -11 **^ 

Fittonaand Thomas Booth... , 00*0007 

John Thorp .,. , 00-01 07 

Woosencroa'ft, now Mr. Hyde's .... 00 01 03 

01*13*044 

In 1774? the number of houses had increased to 116^ inhabitants 
615, — of whom 24f> were under the age of fifteen years, 74 above 
fifty, 1 4 above sixty, 9 above seventy, and 2 above eighty. 

In 1801 the population numbered 1139; in 1811, 1526 j in 1821, 
2084; in 1S31, 2914; in 1S41, 3319; in 18S1, 3042. 

In IGfjS there were 30 ratepayers in the township, and the ag- 
gregate poor fl rate collected in the six months ending November 
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20, was J97*1*10\, Amongst the ratepayers were Mr. Hyde for 
Hdfifl Eyes, Mr. Aehtoti, Robert Thorpe, Widow Hyde, Robert 
and George Booth, John Tetlow, Alexander and Ralph Haughton, 
Thomas Torkinton, Ralph ShohnerdiDe, &c* In )82S the same 
rates were ^82:25 ; in 1838, ^348 9-0; in 1847, £41 4 13*0; and 
m 1853, jP954. In thia latter year the number of ratepayers was 
231. 

la 1692 the annual value of real property io the township, aa as- 
aesaed to the land tax, was MlBO-B*0; in 1815, aa aeseased to the 
county rate, ^2449 ; in 1829, to the aame, j^5604 ; in 1841, 
£7610; and in 1853, £5636.^ 

In 1 853 the gross annual value of property rated to the poor was 
^7113. In this latter year there were in llaughton 7 public-houses 
and 7 heer'houacB, 

The superficial area of the township, as computed by Hickman in 
the Population Returns of 1831, was 1130 acres, which was dcclaretl 
to be its extent in the Census Returns of 1851* Messrs. Johnson 
and Son^s Survey estimates it at S{|S acres, and the Ordnance Sur- 
vey at 887a. Ir. 37p, 

The total number of land-owners in Haughton in the year 1853 
was 26, of whom the principal were — 

A. B. P. 

Edward Hyde Clarke Eeq„.. ........285 3 13 

Edward Lowe Sidebotham Esq ,,..,,112 2 U 

Mr. David Shaw Clayton „... 68 1 26 

John Sidebotham Esq. , , 51 3 SO 

Miss BenUoy (Haughton IlaU), 45 % 18 

Incumbent of Denton Chapel 26 1 38 

Executor of the late John Dowker Esq. of Prestwich., 25 37 



The manufactures, &;c,, of the town^^hip in 1853 consisted of two 
mills ibr cotton spinning, Messrs. Moore and Brooke's (assessed at 

' The decreo&e of poputstion m tha towTtsbip und the dcprecifttion in the value of 
fhe luDcI, in tUe decode IB'il-Sl, ia to be ascribed to the lalling-otr in the fcU hat 
trade and the ^hauaUoa of tome cqaI piti. 
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JP148) dsid Messm. Taylor and EccUWm (imwwroi »l 

W6a¥LDg sbed, in the occupatioo of ^leaas* Bowbotha 

TiniU'imfii at £2&% ; and one patent card manufactory ( 

Wftlton and CVb), asseised at £200^ There were abo ihrm i»l- 

Herias in the respective tenure of Messrs, Tfaomaa Shaw, Jolm 

Bradbnry, and Jacob Fletcher Fletcher, The original staple tiade 

of the townahip, the manufacture of hats, has not jet beoome t|mte 

extinct. 

At a little drntaoce from tbe Hyde road, towards the north, atamia 
HaQghton Hall, at one period probably the residence of the old local 
family of that name. In the reign of Elizabeth^ Ralph HaughfeoD, 
as a neighbouring landed proprietor, receii^ed a grant of twenty-two 
aerea of the waste landa in Denton, which were at that time enclosed 
and brought under cultivation. Another of its members^ Thomaa 
Haughton of Hangbton, a royalist, compounded in 1G^6 for his 
eetata by the payment of £2 -10. The hall itself was originally a 
half-timbered structure, traces whereof Btill remain in the outbuild- 
ings, which bear the initials t b, m d, and the date 1 67B. At this 
period the estate was o%vned by a family named Booth ; their occu- 
pation continued at the beginning of the last century, when the hall 
waa rebuilt in brick, as appears from the initials u & and the date 
1723 on its principal front. It afterwards passed to the Holfords, a 
family possessing considerable property in the neighbourhood of 
Manchester, from whom it was purchased by Mr. John Bentlej, a 
hat manufacturer in the township, whose daughters succeeded to the 
estate on the death of their father in 1847, and now reside at the 
halL ' 

Amonpt the more influential of the families anciently poaacnaod 
of lands in the township must be enumerated the Hydea of Hyde 
and Norbury. They continued in the enjoyment of this estate until 
the commencement of the last century, when the family having b^ 
come extinct in the male line the estate was conve)'ed in marriage 
by Ann, daughter and heiress of Edward Hyde Esq., to George 
Clarke Esq. Lieutenant Governor of New York, in whose dea- 
cendant, Edward Hyde Clarke Esq., it ia now vested. A branch of 
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this same family is found seatcil in Haughton (as already stated) in 
tlie rei^pn of Edward TV. ; their lamled interest in tlie township did 
not cease until the year 1S21, in which year J<jhn Hyde of Arfhviek 
E>Bq. disposed c(f his estate to ^Ir, John Lowe t>f Shepley Hall. It 
w now in the hands of Mr, Lowe's nephew, Mr, Edward Lowe 
Sidebnthara. 

The Shepley estate is in part situate in tlie township of Auden- 
shaw and parish of Ashton-under-Lynej and in part in the township 
of Haugbton and parish at Manchester. Shepley Hall, the resi- 
dence of Chrieto]iher de Vemnn in W2t, was afterwanis occupied by 
tlie family of Shepley. In the rei*j'n of Henry VL the estate was 
conveyed in marriage liy Jane, daughter and heiress of Peter de 
Shqdey, to Geoffrey, third son of Sir Thomas de Assheton of 
Asliton-under-Lync knt-, and thus a brancti of the Asshetons be- 
came seated at Shepley, which tlicy retained till 1713, when Samuel 
Assheton gent, sold the proi*erty in Mr. Jnbn Shepley of Sti)ckport, 
grocen It is now vested in Edward Lowe Sidebotham Esq. as heir 
ef tiie late Mr. John Lowe, a successful calicso printer, its interme- 
diate |K)fises9or.^ 

The families of Barlow of Barlow and Hulton of Hulton, to 
whom, under Benton, reference has been already made, also po&- 
sesae<l in early times an interest in the township as small landed 
proprietors. Haughton never constituted the residence of either 
femily, and their connexion with the township seems to have ceased 
towards the middle of the seventeenth century. In the 27 Elizabeth 
(1584'), as appears from the Inquisition post mortem nf Alexander 
Barlow of Barlow Hall, ho died seises I of lands in Haugbton infra 
Wj*thington, which estate was found in the possession of his son 
(or grandson) and successor, Sir Alexander Barlow, at his deatli in 
1620. 

For purposes ecclesiastical Haughton has always been associated 
with Denton, one half the chapel (the south side) having been from 
time immemorial assigned tu that hiwiisliip. Though, together, the 
two hamlets are sometimes called a chapelry, such designation is 
) BiiDtt'i JSFhI, ^ Lame. toL u. pp. 555 - 6. 
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cmMMOiH* lloitoB cittpri jjpptari 
fJMprf of caie to the p ai e nt ehiuch in 
dkbid, and pO M i'wing no jnriadiction ofcr the 
Of the two dnp^wardens smiBlhr elected to aerve at 
Hang^op daJms the ri^ of DomiiiatiBg one. InlT^tlis 
fiv Hang^on, hariog oppooed himadf to tiie tfaen mhriwlfr (Uis Rer. 
Xoaeph Bale) broug^ the office into di a eiedit and even danger, Mr. 
Dale threatening not to reeeire an j fbtnre nominee of die 
tanta, alleging, moreorer, that in the jear 1679, when hia 
(the Ber. Boger Dale) soceeeded to the inenmbencj, the offiee cf 
diapd-warden was altogether unknown, and that he waa the first to 
inatitote it a few jean later bja{^MNnting William Hardj for Denton 
and Edward Shaw for Hangfaton. In this emergenej the inhabi- 
tants presented an address to Holland Egerton Esq. seddng hia inter- 
ference. 

Honourable and Bight Worshii^ Sir, 

The majoritj of the inhabitants <^ the hamlet of Hao^iton 
acquaint jour worship with the following matter, and afterwards 
beg leave yoa would excuse us for making our humble request to 
jou, V12 : — 

The bearer hereof who hath been our chapel-warden for Haog^iton 
at Denton Chapel, if your worship pleases to suffer him, will acquaint 
you Uiat for two or three years last past the repairs of DenUm chapel 
have been exceeding great, which your worship is not a stranger 
unto because of your large sums you have paid for that end ; and 
we being but equal to one half of Denton, yet pay as much as all 
Denton, the truth whereof will appear. The charge hath been very 
heavy, though with the same we have been easy, because some of it 
was necessary ; but now the Bev. Mr. Dale pats on for Mse lofting, 
which as we apprehend (with submission to your worship) is unne- 
cessary, the said chapel being in such order as no man living can 
remember it heretofore; and in order to carry on the design of 
having matters as the said Mr. Dale will, we are imposed upon, as 
we suppose, by being threatened that we shall not have our choice 
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of a chapel- warden. Wq have had it always a custom to have one 
for Haughton at Denton chapel upon every Easter Monday, but now 
expGct opposition at the visitation, though the person we have chosen 
at Denton is sufficient for serving that or any other office. Therefore 
our request is that you would take our matter into consideration, and 
if your worship will please to speak to Mr. Roberts (we know as you 
Hay so it must be) that we may have our former rights, and not be 
imposed upon. And we deairo the unnecessary charge may be pre- 
vented. We (together with the most of the inhabitants we would 
not Dame for being too troublesome) Bubscribo ourselves 

April 28, 1726, Your worship's humble servants. 



^ 



The result of the diipute is thus given in the pages of the chapel 
registers : — 

Mem: May 15, 1726, There being a dispute betwixt the Rev, 
Mr. Dale minister of Denton and the inhabitants of Haughton about 
the right of nominating a warden for Haughton, and the Rev. Mr. 
Jackson having deposed upon oath before Mr. Chancellor that he for 
the space of eleven years, as minister of Denton^ chose a warden 
constantly out of the township of Haughton, the vvorahipful the 
Chancellor offered Mr. Dale before the court that in case he would 
nominate any indifferent person to serve as warden for Haughton, he 
would swear him, and the said Mr, Dale having no such person then 
present, it was agreed that according to the direction of the canon in 
euch cases, the worshipful the Chancellor should elect wardens, who 
accordingly elected the two persons above mentioned (Robert Leese 
for Denton and Joseph Torkenton for Haughton) who are to serve 
this present year as his wardens. 

Like the other hamlets in the parish, Haughton was tributary to 
the parent church in Manchester* In 1701 the tithes of Denton and 
Haughton (they are returned together) were leased by the Wardea 
and Fellows for ,^30 per annum. The name of the lessee is not 
iven. In 1 746 a lease of the same tithes was granted to Sir Tho- 
Grey Egerton and William Broniiley of Denton farmer, for 
'seven years at ^40 per annum. In 184S the rent-charge of the 
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mgliB township of Houghton, faymhle to tlte Bean and Cbaplef 
Ben of tithea, ajuoiint^^l t^i i?77. 

In ilie jeskT ISIO the Wesle^Jii efectad a ehajiel in H»ii<;htoci, 
liaring previaiiely puruhosetl a site in estent half an aere at an oaUaj 
of i?13lK The cost *»f it« erection was i^^TlJO, It is ut bricks anU 
will accommwlate 126 perscyns. It is used m]»i for the ptirpuees of 
a Similay echooL In 1833 the numl>er of scholars wns^ hoys 74, 
girls 101, total 175. Cannected with the Sunday school k a library 
of 125 volumes. 

In JIarch 1840 two cottages were rented in the township by the 
Priiiiitire Methodists j these they cfinvert€<I into a " preaching 
room,*^ to be used also am a Sunday and Day schfjol. In ISoS the 
number of scholars in attendance at the Sunday school was, boyi 65, 
girls 80, total 145. Bay scUool» boys 40, girls 35, total 75. Here 
too is a libniry of 1 50 Tolunies. 

In 1 842 a room was rented at Hau^hton Green by the incumbent 
of the united township, which was duly licensetl by tlte Bishop for 
divine service, and apprfipriated also as a Sunday school. It is of a 
tase sofBeiently large to accommodate a congregation of 250 or 300 
persons. The numbisr of scbobri in attendance in 1853 was, boys 
66, girls 81, total 147* There is no Day school- 
Mr. Jatnes Walton of Haughton-dale Mills has recently expressed 
hie intention of erecting schools in the township at his own ooit, 
providing a mastef, and placing the room at the disposal of 
incumbent of Denton for the celebration tif divine serrice. 

There are also two private schtiols in Hangliton ; the one 
girls, with an average daily attendance of 2o ; and the otlier a mixed 
school, which niiod*era at present, boys 22, girls 10. total 32. TheWi 
together with an evening sclioal availed of by 17 scholars chiefly men 
and bfjys, com]dete the educational statistics of the township. The 
school lately erected by Mr. Greswell and that contemplated by Mr. 
Walton will doubtless do much to extend education amongst the 
people. 

The following table eshibita the present state of education la the 
township : 
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Day Scholars. Primitive Methodists 75; private or dames' schools 
74; total 149. 

Sunday Scholars, St. Jamas'* Episcopal chapel 147; Wesleyans 
175; Primitive Methodists 145 ; total 467. Connected with these 
schools are two libraries containing 285 volumes. 
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^ote on tl^e ^etitgree of f&gtie. 



From the record of Sir William Dugdale (Visit. 1664), as given on the 
two following pages, it is evident that the drawing of the crest engraved 
with the Pedigree at page 36 is erroneous. The helmet should have stood 
below the wreath, instead of being made to appear as a part of the crest, 
by being placed above it. 

In the Visitation of 1567 the arms entered for Robert Hyde of Denton, 
who married Anne Ardeme, are, argent 3 lozenges sable ; crest, an eagle's 
head erased or, beaked sable. The arms do not appear in the Visitation of 
1613. 

The arms allowed in the second quarter by Sir William Dugdale are 
those of the family of Denton, in the county of Cumberland. 
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PEDIGREE FROM PUGDALE'S VISITATION OF 
LANCASHIRE, 1664. 

For which the Editor is indebted to Sir Ghablbs Gboboi Youvg, 
Garter-Eiog-of-Arms. 




0/\0 \^i^ r 




Blazon : 1 and 4. Azure a chevron between three lozenges or, with o 
for difference. 
2 and 3. Argent two hart gulet^ in chief three cinq foil* tab 
E$eocheon ofpretence^ gules a feete wavg^ between three Hot 

or, 
Cretff an eagU rising table. 



1^ 



BiJMH l^zvCsuti. 



Maneheiieri II Mar, I6&i» 



Mitlui>oa de HT1I4. 



ARMS. 
At enffrmsed m tKt 



d'ns de Norbury la cum. 



RicudHA. 



Alaniui. 



Ulu Jtobflrtns de Hlda-M^geria, fllla Hobeiti 



llfTPI ] 



KHDcbMn ^ Pre- 



Rk*U5. JobiiaDQii dti Bide, 
1^ E. H. a quo fm. 

mllia Hldoruin de 
NaTfaury in cohl 
Ceatr. 



AlexaiKlor de Hide — 



Kmma, 
AMI H. III. 



Jofananej do Hide. Elena, 
3E.L, li£.t.. fiei] ? E. HI- 
TetWEUw.IlI. 



Hugo, A" 

lif M. HI. 



RicftrdUB d« HIde-MatUda, fiUa Rokoi-1 YcniDii de 
dflDientODtrKJir. I Wafford In cum.CeJitr. 6 B. til. 
etiSEdfr.lIL 



Rlenrdtte do Hjde— 
4E. UL 3gmo.lL [ 

JohaiiD6a do Hjrdo* 

Kkbolaaa do Hjde -Isabella, 
J35H.YL 

RadnWhai d« HT(le~MarinLrctA,fl1tiHobertl 

£7 U« VI. II E. It, I de Doketiac^ta. 

XlehotaaB de Hyde-Marfftreta. film Thnritani 
SB H, Vt. IS E. IV. j Holland Arm. M H. VI. 



Badnlphtia Hide^Agnoa, film ...... 

7 B, I V. ob i jt ai no A rdornw tlo Ha- 
prole. vorden in cam. 

Cwtr. 7E.1V. 



Wlllifllmn* Htde-Hl*3n*^ fllia RfcardI 
I8E.I V. a H Vil L I Moatan 9g H, VI. 

Niehn]a.ua Hidie»Marp,riein, Bl!& Edmundl Cbothnm, 
t H. VOL f obijt A* 1533 ; flcctindotttipt&Tliotoae 
[ Browne. 

WSUI^Imud Rlde-CoitheTina, 11 Ua AldxaadT) Ekock 
IS H. VIII. I de Stockport ff«n. A" 15H. VIIL 



Uarf&rlta, GaUierlii4i 

ttxor Ro- uxor 

burti Boaifa Roi[eri 

de Horrop StQpward. 
Edge in 
Matley. 



laabellm, Marfareta. 

mor nxor 

Ric&rdl UoK*Ti 

Aiuihton KftadatU 
do Ston- 
ier- 



Robertua Hy^de-Anna«filia iWiAleliniw\ obkra ffiehoUui 



3 et £ £112, 



JobannU 
Ardame 
ArmJ^eil 



a Rioardua I alae prol& 



;^anJiu. 



PeUua. 



rficlolais 



Edwaxdoa. 



WiiiUV 



n>u<II]rde-B!«aQorai, fllia JohannJa 



abut M Sept. 16 



Maria \ „y. 
Margaretol"** 



Molliioux de NotA Aula 
In w«iit Dflrby In com. 
Lane. 40 KUe. 



SnsanEiA, pTfrnftnnpU 
Alf'xaadro Newton; 
aecumlo Tbomnj 
SweUentuLm fna. 



. piolo. 



HoWrtuB Htde de Benton— Alicia, fltia t«rtlB et cobEare* 
Ami. lutatla 82 annor II j Tbqma- Croiopton de Crftnip- 
Hnrtij A" 1664. Con in com. Lane. 



nupCa Wtllio 
M&ate de Sal ford 
in cnm. Lane.; ae* 
ciiadu Rudulphu 
Ardprno Alio 
tertiojg^epito Rji- 
duhhhi Artlgmft 
d« Havr3.Tdiaii la 
earn, Ceatr, 



Anna, uxor 
Wiin BoU 
Rectorla 
Eccleaiifc 
de Heytoo 
in com. Lane, 



Robfeftni Hide-Maria. flUa Johannis J*ckaon, Wllliftlmtti Hide 



mtntli) 3fl onno- 
rum II Marty 



de Rubadl In com. Derb. 



Anna, setatia nnioa 
anniU MartUA* 
d'ni l@e4. 



{nrti/lid &y SfAwtl fffd*, Af./ 
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^te on l^t jTama? of IgoUanli* 



There has existed no family in Lancashire whose career has been so re- 
marlcable as that of the Hollands. Playing an active part in the most 
picturesque and chiyalrous period of English history, they figured among 
the founders of the Order of the Grarter, allied themselves repeatedly with 
the royal family, and attained the highest rank in the peerage. How great 
the vicissitude of their fortunes appears by what is related in the History of 
Philip de Comines, who tells of Henry Duke of Exeter, doubly descended 
from the Plantagenets, and married to the sister of King Edward IV., that 
he saw him run on foot bare-legged after the Duke of Burgundy's train, 
begging his bread for God's sake. 

Acknowledged to spring from the same stock, the descent of the 
Hollands of Denton is involved in some difficulty, owing to the conflicting 
testimony of genealogists. 

With a view of settling this pedigree upon a basis of documentary evi- 
dence, and of correcting certain errors in the history of the senior line, which 
have obtained currency by frequent repetition, it is proposed to give, in a 
future volume of the Chetham Miscellanies, a paper on this subject 
Meanwhile it should be noted, as an erratum, that the insertion of the mar- 
riage with the heiress of Kenyon in the pedigree at p. 24 is misplaced. 

In the Second Visitation of Lancashire a note (evidently intended to 
account for the arms of Kenyon being quartered by the Hollands of 
Denton) gives the date of this alliance, which took place about two 
hundred years earlier than the time at which it has been inserted in the 
pedigree. 

W. L. 



ERRATA. 

Page 27, line 18, for His soul, read his souL 

Page 88, line 29,/or Rev. Richard Heyrick, Warden of Manoheeter, read^ Mr. Rich- 
ard Heyrick, a son or other relative of the late Warden of Manchester. 
Page 97, line 30,/or as, read at. 
Phge 112, line 24,/o9' Falman, read Falmam. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The following Letter was found among the muniments at Lyme. 
It is written on one page of a sheet of foolscap paper in a small neat 
hand, of which the signature is a fair example. The letter, interest- 
ing in itself as an illustration of the times, becomes the more so 
when we consider the great probability of its being the youthful pro- 
duction of a roan, whose character and career were alike remarkable. 

If it be objected that the subscription of the letter, given here in 
fiicsimile, bears no close resemblance to the firm and free writing of 
the same name affixed to the death warrant of King Charles, it may 
fiiirly on the other hand be urged, that the signature acquired by 
most men in official routine differs materially from the ^miliar 
writing of their youth, and possesses a character and boldness beyond 
that of their ordinary text. Another element of doubt must also be 
mentioned. There were two John Bradshawes contemporaries at 
Gray^B Inn, the one admitted a student in 1620, the other in 1622; 
and, the ori^al archives of that house having perished, it is not 
possible to determine with absolute certainty which of these was the 
ftiture President of the High Court of Justice, or which was the 
writer of this letter. 

Though it does not bear a complete date, the letter contains inter- 
nal evidence of having been penned on the 13th of June, 1623. The 
style is not unlike that of the President, while the orthography is 
also similar in character to his ; but the circumstance, which yields 
the strongest presumption of its having been an early production of 
the stem old republican, lies in the appeal made to Sir Peter Legh, as 
the influential neighbour of the writer''s father. 



IV INTRODUCTION. 

John Bradshawe '^the Begioide*" was the third son of Henry 
Bradahawe of Marple Hall, an estate lying in close proximity to that 
of the great family of Legh at Lyme. Bom in 1602, and baptised 
at Stockport on the 18th December of the same year, he must have 
been nearly twenty-K>ne years of age when this letter was written. 
It is stated by his biographers that he had served a clerkship in the 
office of an attorney at Gongleton, before he entered himself as a 
student for the bar at Gray''s Inn. 

Milton, his friend, says of him : Est Joannes Bradscianus nobili 
Bunilia, ut satis notum est, ortus ; unde patriis legibus addiscendis, 
primam omnem setatem sedulo impendit ; dein consultissimus causa- 
mm ao disertissimus patronus, libertatis et populi vindex acerrimus, 
et magnis reipublicse negotiis est adhibitus, et incorrupti judicis 
munere aliquoties perfunctiis ; tandem uti regis judicio prsesidere 
yellet, k senatu rogatus, provinciam sane periculosissimam non 
recusavit. Attulerat enim ad legum scientiam ingenium liberale, 
animum excelsum, mores integros ac nemini obnoxios ; . . . . 

He appears to have been first employed by the Government in 
1644 ; and, once embarked in public life, the history of his career 
continues interwoven with the annals of his country. After his 
decease in 1659, his remains were deposited in Westminster Abbey ; 
and at the restoration of King Charles the Second they were removed 
to Tyburn and gibbeted. 

Viewed through the disturbing medium of political strife, no one 
has been characterized by more widely contrasting epithets than 
John Bradshawe; but men of all parties must be struck with his 
extraordinary firmness, his singleness of purpose, and his courage. 
He never faltered while sitting in judgment on the King, nor ever 
repented of that deed : and, when in the arbitrary exercise of power 
Cromwell had dissolved the Parliament and dismissed the Council 
of State, he met the Usurper with stem rebuke and defiance. 

W.L. 



LETTER FROM JOHN BRADSHAWE. 



Woptliy S" 

I receyved yo* Answer to my last Ire by yc^ Bervant 
Birchenlialgb, flbr which I hurablio thanke you, assuring my self 
thereby of yo^ continued flavor in tboise my troublosonie Btormea, 
towards me so meane & unworthy of tbe least exp^asion of yo' 
Love, But for all this yo^ goodnes, 1 shall pmyse yon this payment, 
to wryte it w*^ a pen of brasso in tbo tables of my hearty w<^*^ can as 
yet resound onelie prayee and thanksgyving. Concerning my Ire to 
my ftather I will onelie say thus much, It had too much lleason on 
my syde, for so impartiall a Justice as bo knew yo' self was to see 
ii arbitrate my cause, ffor the ballanee of neutralitie wherein he 
supposed he held you, would questionles on his part be y*by ov'- 
tumed. But let him do what ho please, he shall soon'" be wearie of 
ailictiDg, then I will be of suffering, & by the grace of God t will 
shew my self a Sonne, though he cease to bo my flather. But to 
end this unplcastng argum^, I will onelie in conclusion impound this 
one Dilemma unto yo^ noble Construction — What ft'ruit that fiath* 
may expect to come of his soimes studyes, that wittinglie doth sup- 
prease the instrument of bis labors, & willinglie keeps in betters 
the freedome of his mynd^ w-^^ is that chosen toole appoynted for the 
fynishing of all auch high attcmptcs, & whether the worko, imper- 
fect by reason of such Rest ray nt, be layd to his charge that assumed 
3 him that was the Impediment, and yet was bound to have 



6 LETTER FROM JOHN BRAD8HAWE. 

helped the Accomplishing of the Enterpryse. I know S' you under- 
fitand & by this short question, you may gesse what may fiuth' 
be urged^ but I leave all to yo>^ judgm^ and reposing my self on yo' 
worth, I feare no disastrous censure. 

fibr neglecting the Exercyses of the howse, it is a fryvolous objec- 
tion, Himself hath been satysfyed in it and Mr. Damport will justify 
me, knowing I never neglected but one Exercyse of myne owne, w^ 
was to argue a case, vr^^ according unto course another should have 
done for me at my first coming to the howse, & I by ffeeing the 
Butler did of purpose neglect it, onelie deferring the tyme, that after 
I had been heere a whyle, I might pleade the case for myself; w^ 
is so far from a faulty that contrarywyse the best students have 
ever taken this course, & is & hath been comended of those that 
understand it, & hereof I very well know my fiath' can not be 
ignorant, having been acquaynted therew^^. But it seemeth, how 
prone he is, to take exceptions agaynst me, when fynding nothing 
blameworthy, he returnes that for a fault, yt^^ deserveth allowance 
and prayse. Concerning Mr. Damport, he is a worthy Gentleman, 
his Love to me doth cause me to respect him & his worth, in 
honestie to regard him. But I thanke you for yo' noble advyse, 
& should esteeme my self base not to pursue and follow it, still 
wayting a good howre, when God shall be pleased to enable me to 
gyve lyfe unto my words by deeds equyvalent thereto. In the 
meane tyme, the trybute of a thankfull heart I pay you. 

Ffor o' domestique newes, I have sent you the Cause of my Lo: of 
Oxford w^^ is to be heard this Terme. The plot it is thought hath 
been to terryfie him so from his OfTyce, as to yeld his place of High 
Chamberleyn of England to the high swolne ffavoryte and his 
famylie, w«^ his great heart will never yeld to; & therefore to 
make him, if not depending^ beholding to his greatest Enemie, it is 
lykelie, for his words he shall be shrewdlie censured, & so remayne 
in Durance, till Buckingham retume from Spayne and gratify him 
w^ his libertie & a release of his ffyne &; so asswage his stomacke by 
this his plotted good tume. As it succeeds^ I will oertyfie you. 
The Ships are yet on the Dovmes, having been crossed & kept 
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►ackt by contrary wynda from their voyage. We heare no riewea 
froiii Spayiie, nor have not heard, this raonth, on lie aa it is suspected, 
the Princea Elite rtaynm^ continuea not so glory ous aa it hath 
heen. It is hitherto a true observation, that England hath been 
flktall to Dukes, but above all most omyiious unto the Dukes of 
Buckingham, of w*^^ the Marquesse hath the tytle, £s lykewyie 
Earle of Coventne, &; the Duke of Lenox is created Duke of Rich- 
mond &} Earle of Newcastle upon Tyne, ^ niore Dukes & Earles 
are expected to hono^ this liberall Age. Kit Villera is made 
Earle of Ant(leaoy in recompense of Bark shy res escape, & to 
increase the kindred, hath marry ed w^^ Shelton, his moth"^ sisters 
daughter; but we are so used to wouder«, that this is none at alL 
Lenox Arundell Pembroake & some other Nobles, who are styled 
the Lords of the Receptions, have been at Southampton & Ports- 
Imouth to p^pare royall lodgings &; entertaynin*, for the Prince &; his 
Brydo of Spayne, whensoever they arry ve. 

Ffor 0' forreyn newes I have sent you aU we havo had any tyme 
this month, amongst w^^ I havo sent you the pari i am* of Eegens^ 
purgb, holdeu by the Emperor and his Princes, wherein you may 
aee what is done for the disposing of the Electorship of the forlome 
Falatyne, a discourse not unworthy yo^ knowledge, who I am sure 
are as zealous for the good of the cotintrcy & ftriends as those that 
beare greater sway & have* better power of performance, be they 
but subjects of England. To conclude all my relatyons I will tell 
you of one mad prancke that happened w***in theise two nights, S'' 
Thomas Bartley was arrested hard by Grayes Inne for 400CP* debt, 
is was carry ed to the higher end of Hoi born e» and comitted under 
custody : About 1 2 of the clocke at night some Gentlemen of o"^ 
howse and of Lincolnes Inne, met togeth^ for his Rescue, broke 
downe the howse, tooke him away w^^^ them, beat the Constables 
Serjeants k Watchmen, & though S^ Gyles was t^ysed & almost 
all Holborne, yet they with their swords & pistol Is kept them of, 
ii, brought him along to Grayes Inne : there were dyvers hurt w'^ 
Halberds, ^ about 200 swords drawne^ &; at least 2000 people. 
)re are 5 or 6 Gent, taken & sent to Newgate^ 
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that the Names of ahove 60 Gent : are gyven up to the King; what 
will be done about it, we shall know in tyme. There are more 
murthers drownings deaths &; villaynies, then hath been knowne 
in London of long tyme before. I had almost forgot the Mode- 
rator a booke uncerteyn wheth>^ wrytten by a papist or a statesman 
(for indeed they are now so linked, as scarce can admit distin- 
guifihm*) for p'paring a way to reconciliation, between the Papists 
and us ; howsoev' by whomsoeV, or to what end soev' it is penned, 
it is a treatise I am sure, excellently curyous and cautelous and may 
stand o' syde in much stedd when they please to make use of it. 

I will now drawe to an end, intreating yo' woP not to miscensure 
my forwardnes in takyng notyce of theise things, for it agrees w^ 
my genius to have some smattering herein, neyther do they any 
whyt hinder, but fiirther my studyes and judgm*. 

And so w*^ most humble thanks for all yo' woP" fevo", I remayne 
yo^ debtor for them, beseeching God Almightie to p'serve and psper 
you for the good of many, & my most specy^ comfort 

ever resting 

yo' woP" to dispose 
Grayes Inne the >^ , lOv^hfc^^.^ 

First day of the ^ '^ 

Terme. 

To the Right WorP" S' Peter 
Legh Knight att Lyme in 

Cheshyre. 
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